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Hygiene, Sanitation, and
Public Health in Hispanic
New Mexico
MARC SIMMONS

One of the many aspects of New Mexico history overlooked by scholars
is the subject of personal hygiene and sanitation among the Hispanic
population, from the colonial period through the nineteenth century.
Virtually no mention of it, for example, can be found in Myrtle Greenfield's A History of Public E-fealth in New Mexico.! This topic, falling within
the general category of social history, has ramifications for studies in
demography, medicine, economics, and even folklore. The brief intro. duction to the subject offered here should, therefore, cast useful light
on some clouded areas of New Mexico's past.
Speaking of the western world in general, French historian Fernand BraudeI observes that: "Bodily cleanliness left much to be desired
at all periods and for everyone."z In truth, before the nineteenth century, few people paid serious attention to personal hygiene. Such basic
practices as regular bathing, brushing of teeth, combing of hair, and
Marc Simmons received his doctorate from the University of New Mexico. He is the
author of numerous books and articles about New Mexico and the greater Southwest.
1. Myrtle Greenfield, A History of Public Health in New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1962).
2. Fernand Braude!' The Structures of Everyday Life, Civilization and Capitalism (New
York: Harper & Row, 1979), 328.
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The Santa Fe acequia madre. Open ditches such as this were a chief source of
domestic water. Photograph by 1. Harmon Parkhurst, courtesy of Museum of
New Mexico, negative no. 11047.

routine changing and washing of clothing were not part of the daily
life of the masses. On the unsanitary conditions in colonial America,
Charles Francis Adams, Jr., has remarked, "the earliest times in New
England were not pleasant ... the earlier generations were not pleasant to live with."3 The historical record often speaks of the filthiness
of the underclasses, but usually the privileged class was just as derelict
in matters of sanitation.
Maintaining cleanliness in an urban situation is dependent upon
the availability of abundant pure water and an efficient distribution
system, together with a feasible method of sewage disposal. In the
American West, modern water and sewage systems and similar public
health conveniences were a product of the second half of the nineteenth
century. Santa Fe, for instance, got its first piped water system in 1881
when a private company dammed the small Santa Fe River in the
canyon above town and began selling water to residents. 4 A community
water works commenced operation at Albuquerque in 1883. 5 Still, until
3. Quoted in J. C. Furnas, The Americans: A Social History of the United States, 15871914 (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1969), 140.
4. The problems associated with this venture are described in Terry Lehmann,
"Santa Fe and Albuquerque, 1870-1900: Contrast and Conflict in the Development of
Two Southwestern Towns" (doctoral dissertation, Indiana University, 1974),208-10.
5. Marc Simmons, Albuquerque, A Narrative History (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1982), 228.
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well into the twentieth century, many New Mexicans-both those on
the fringes of cities and towns and those in rural settings-remained
wedded to traditional methods of water procurement and human waste
disposal.
From the days of earliest settlement, the Spanish residents of New
Mexico, following the example of their Pueblo Indian neighbors, obtained water for domestic use from rivers, streams, irrigation ditches,
springs, or ephemeral pools of rainwater and snowmelt. Occasionally,
where ground water lay close to the surface, they sank shallow wells. 6
Both Hispanic and Indian women spent a significant amount of work
time transporting water from these sources to the home, commonly
in the early morning and evening.
Water was normally carried in large Indian-made jars (tinajas), or
sometimes in wooden buckets, and borne on the head. A second jar
might be held in the hands. The women used a gourd ladle to fill the
tinajas, pouring the water through a horsehair strainer or piece of cloth
to filter it. That represented the only attempt at purification. The jar
had better balance on the head after filling. The dipper served as a cap
on the jar during the walk home, keeping dust and insects from the
water.?
6. Tourist and travel writer J. H. Beadle mentions seeing in the 1860s "an occasional
square well as large as an ordinary dwelling, cut down into the solid rock, with a never
failing supply of water." John Hanson Beadle, The Undeveloped West, or Five Years in the
Territories (Philadelphia: National Publishing Co., 1873), 504. A reference from the middle
eighteenth century suggests the existence of specialized well diggers. "We employed
some young men commonly called balizanes who as experts in the matter assured us
they would obtain water, and having dug until they reached the quicksand, the same
thing happened to them as us, and they made their escape and would not dig again
even for double-the amount." Bernabe Montano Grant Papers, Records of the Surveyor
General, State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe, New Mexico, roll 34, frame 54.
7. On customs of water transport, see Lewis H. Garrard, Wah-to-yah and the Taos
Trail (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1955), 180; W. W. Hill, An Ethnography of
Santa Clara Pueblo, New Mexico, ed. Charles H. Lange (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1981), 40-4l.
In 1582 Hernan Gallegos noted that the tinajas of the Pueblo women had pottery
lids. He also remarked that "the Indians make and place on their heads a cushion of
palm [yucca] leaves, similar to those used in Old Castile, on top of which they place
and carry the water jar." George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, eds. and trans., The
Rediscovery of New Mexico, 1580-1594: The Explorations of Chamuscado, Espejo, Castano de
Sosa, Morlete and Leyva de Bonilla and Humana, Coronado Cuarto Centennial Publications,
1540-'1940 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1966), 85. In the nineteenth
century, Hispanic women at the village of Tejon, north of the Sandia Mountains, were
obliged to transport water on their heads from a spring two and one-half miles away.
Lou Sage Batchen, Las Placitas: Historical Facts and Legends (Las Placitas, New Mexico:
Tumbleweed Press, 1972), 12. For comfort, Pueblo women sometimes used a small
cushion or ring of woven yucca leaves on their heads under the tinajas.
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Much of this water was contaminated with harmful aquatic organisms, such as species of intestinal bacteria and protozoa, that produced disease in humans. Most prevalent were gastrointestinal infections
transmitted by such impure water. The dehydration and anemia associated with these infections were major causes of infant mortality.
The soldiers of General Stephen W. Kearny, who seized Santa Fe in
1846, were particularly prone to the debilitating effects of infectious
diarrhea, gastritis, and colic, which in part werre transmitted by local
water and food. 8
When women reached home with their tinajas, the water jars were
placed on the floor, or in some Pueblo houses on a wooden stand by
the door, one made of a small tree trunk planted upright in the dirt
floor, the stubs of its branches cradling the receptacle. Family members
and others drank from the common jar using a dipper. 9 In a like manner,
the poorer folk took their meals seated on the floor, using tortillas to
dip from a common kettle of chile stew or beans. Such sharing of water
and food must have facilitated the spread of communicable disease.
After diarrhea, respiratory infections were the most plentiful malady, a situation persisting since prehistoric times. 1o George Wilkins
Kendall, passing the night in a crowded rural residence on the Pecos
River in 1841, paints a vivid picture of the effects of pulmonary ailments.
Every member of the family, which consisted of a grandfather
and grandmother with their children and their children's children,
seemed to be badly affected by a cold, or worse-for the younger
branches were all evidently afflicted with the worst form of the
whooping-cough. The grown people appeared to have the most
distressing coughs to match their colds, while the children seemed
at times to be in perfect convulsions. Occasionally the distressing
sounds would all die away; anon, one of the children would begin
8. Thomas B. Hall, M.D., Medicine on the Santa Fe Trail (Dayton, Ohio: Morningside
Bookshop, 1971), 91. See also Edward W. Moore, "Water," in Milton J. Rosenau, Preventive
Medicine and Public Health, ed. Kenneth F. Maxey (New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts,
1956), 1133-34. Intestinal parasites, particularly pinworms, may have been endemic
among the Hispanic population, as they were among the prehistoric Pueblos. Charles
F. Merbs, "Patterns of Health and Sickness in the Precontact Southwest," in David Hurst
Thomas, ed., Columbian Consequences 3 vols. (Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press,
1989), 1:46-47.
.
9. Hill, Santa Clara Pueblo, 41. During celebrations attending arrival of the railroad
at Albuquerque in 1881, barrels of native wine were placed on the plaza. To each was
chained a tin cup from which all passersby were permitted to drink. Communal use of
drinking utensils, in this manner, was an old practice. Simmons, Albuquerque, 221.
10. Stephen J. Kunitz, M.D., "Disease and Death among the Anasazi, Some Notes
on Southwestern Paleoepidemiology," £1 Palacio 76 (June 1976), 19.
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coughing frightfully, another would join in the discordant din, and
immediately the whole family were in full chorus-and thus they
barked away the hours. 11
Large families of the poor were in the habit of sleeping crowded
together upon unwashed sheepskins spread on the floor of small, unventilated rooms. British traveler George Frederick Ruxton in the middle nineteenth century tells of stopping at the pueblo of Pojoaque north
of Santa Fe and being put to bed on the floor amid fifteen men, women,
and children, "in a space of less than that number of square feet." And,
he adds wryly, "Just over my head were roosting several fowls."12 A
few days later, he halted for the night at a one-room house near A~royo
Hondo. It too contained some fifteen persons, six of whom were down
with the measles. 13
Such routine crowding, sometimes in the company of chickens,
was not conducive to the maintenance of good health. The only relief
came in the summer months when people customarily dragged their
bedding outside and slept in the streets. This was done, said one soldier
in 1846, so as "to give them free circulation of air instead of the confined
atmosphere of their rooms."14 Under the prevailing conditions, it was
little wonder that young Susan Magoffin, who came to New Mexico
with her trader-husband in the .wake of General Kearney's invading
army, should exclaim that, "sickness is great in [this] country."IS
While foreign visitors, American and European, referred disparagingly to the widespread uncleanliness of the New Mexicans, the
reality was perhaps not quite as bleak as they painted it..At every level
of society existed housekeepers who took pride in their homes and did
their best, under primitive conditions, to keep dirt and insects at bay
and provide a liveable environment for their families. Enjoying greatest
success at this endeavor were members of the gentry, the gente fina,
11. George Wilkins Kendall, Narrative of the Texan Santa Fe Expedition 2 vols. (Austin,
Texas: The Steck Co., 1935), 1:277.
12. George Frederick Ruxton, Ruxton of the Rockies, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1950), 188.
13. Ibid., 195.
14. Sleeping in the streets of Santa Fe is reported by George Rutledge Gibson, Journal
of a Soldier Under Kearny and Doniphan, 1846-1847 (Glendale, California: Arthur H. Clark
Co., 1935), 231. Another soldier observed the same practice at the village of Galisteo.
Richard Smith Elliott, Notes Taken in Sixty Years (St. Louis, Missouri: R. P. Studley Co.,
1883), 242.
15. Susan Shelby Magoffin, Down the Santa Fe Trail and Into Mexico, the Diary of Susan
Shelby Magoffin, 1846-1847, ed. Stella M. Drumm (New Haven: Yale University Press,
1926), 183.
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who numbered one to two percent of the total population. They had
spacious residences, furniture (including bedsteads with mattresses),
and an abundance of servants available for cooking, water carrying,
and cleaning.
The poorest housewife, however, had the means to maintain even
the most modest of dwellings. White clay or gypsum was available for
whitewashing interior walls. Bedding and clothing could be regularly
aired, or washed in the neighboring irrigation ditch. And packed-dirt
floors were periodically swept and sprinkled with water "to keep down
dust.
1n the latter regard, it can be noted that the Spanish broom (escoba)
was the most ubiquitous household cleaning device. lt was simply and
quickly manufactured of sacaton, a perennial bunchgrass found
throughout the area. 16 Stalks were bound tightly in a round sheaf and
without a handle, more like a whisk broom, so that the sweeper was
required to bend from the waist. Charles F. Lummis, who saw it used
in the last century, declared: lilt is never used dry; the housewife always
dips the end in a dish of water to lay the dust."l? One of Kearny's
troopers thought these small brooms "rather neat and pretty."18
Interior rooms, entryways, courtyards (placitas), and the street in
front of the residence received a daily sweeping, if the housekeeper
were diligent. She probably also owned several escobetillas, even smaller
versions of the broom, which served to brush the hair and were perhaps
employed, as in Indian custom, to clean the stone metates after grinding corn. When not in use, the broom stood at the edge of the hearth,
next to the corner fireplace.
In addition to water and grass brooms, the detergent qualities of
soap were required. Little attention has been given to soap manufacture
in New Mexico, or the allied industry of candlemaking, both of which
utilized tallow as their principal ingredient. Hispanic settlers were well
supplied with buffalo and sheep tallow, rendered in large copper kettles
over open fires. 19 Huge quantities of this animal by-product went into
16. Charles W. Gay, Jr. and Don D. Dwyer, New Mexico Range Plants, Circular 347,
Cooperative Extension Service (Las Cruces: New Mexico State University, 1965), 52.
17. Charles F. Lummis, A Tramp Across the Continent (New York: Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1892), 187. The handleless "Spanish" broom may in fact have been borrowed from
the Pueblo Indians. The style can occasionally be found in use to this day.
18. Gibson, Journal of a Soldier, 221. For a brief history of brooms in frontier English
America, see Richardson Wright, Hawkers & Walkers in Early America: Strolling Peddlers,
Preachers, Lawyers, Doctors, Players, and Others, from the Beginning to the Civil War (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: J. B. Lippincott, 1927), 63-65.
19. Hog fat apparently was not used for soapmaking in New Mexico until the latter
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candles, many being exported to northern Mexico for illuminating mines
and churches. In New Mexico, tallow was mixed with resin to form
the chief lubricant for cart wheels and mining and ore-processing
equipment; and was also combined with pine pitch to produce homemade tar. The remainder was consigned to the soap kettles.
Besides the fatty acids of tallow, soapmaking required the addition
of caustic potash, obtained on the Hispanic frontier by leaching the
ashes of green cottonwood, ash, or corncobs. 20 The resulting lye solution, when boiled with tallow, reacted to produce a soft brown soap
(jab6n de lejia). Addition of soda at critical stages in the production
process gave a hard (or Castile) soap that could be poured, while still
hot, into large square wooden molds and afterward cut into individual
bars. Few descriptions of this task exist for New Mexico. Mainly, it
seems to have been in the hands of older women, who were also the
candlemakers. 21
Documentary references to soap are widely scattered through the
colonial years. One of the first, in 1631, indicates that each Franciscan
friar received an allotment of three pesos' worth upon arrival of the
triennial mission supply caravan from Mexico City. 22 That is an inconsequential amount, and some evidence exists that the friars developed
their own "soap works" within the complex of mission shops.23
The citizenry in that early period were thrown on their own resources, but nothing has come to light so far that would establish
precisely wher:t soapmaking emerged as a cottage industry. Prosperous
nineteenth century. Sometimes, feral burros were also hunted and killed for their fat.
Fabiola Cabeza de Vaca, We Fed Them Cactus (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1954), 136.
20. For a thorough treatment of potash production in the English colonies, see
Robert P. Multhauf, "Potash," in Brooke Hindle, ed., Material Culture of the Wooden Age
(Tarrytown, New York: Sleepy Hollow Press, 1981), 227-40. General background on the
history of soapmaking is given in Norman J. G. Pounds; Hearth & Home: A History of
Material Culture (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1989), 192-93. The method of
soap manufacture in Chihuahua, which was perhaps similar to that prevailing in New
Mexico, is described in detail in Eugene H. Boudreau, Ways of the Sierra Madre (Sebastopol,
California: Pleasant Hills Press, 1974), 51-54.
21. Olibama Lopez Tushar, The People of "El Valle," A History of the Spanish Colonials
in the San Luis Valley (Denver, Colorado: Hirsch Graphics, 1975), 44; and John E. Sunder,
ed., Matt Field on the Santa Fe Trail (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1960), 216.
22. France V. Scholes, "The Supply Service of the New Mexican Missions in the
Seventeenth Century," New Mexico Historical Review 5 (January 1930), 103.
23. Ross Gordon Montgomery, Watson Smith, and John Otis Brew, Franciscan Awatobi: The Excavation and Conjectural Reconstruction of a 17th Century Spanish Mission Establishment at a Hopi Indian Town ill Northeastern Arizona (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Peabody
Museum, 1949), 212.
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New Mexican merchants and business agents for the governors who
traveled to ParraI in southern Chihuahua (then Nueva Vizcaya) could
have purchased bars of hard soap to bring home.' An inventory of a
Parral shopkeeper in 1641 shows on hand, "222 small bars of soap,
worth a total of 7 pesos."24 The modest original price of that soap,
however, would have been increased several times by high transporation costs had it been imported from Chihuahua to New Mexico.
In the late colonial period, soldiers of the royal presidio at Santa
Fe received a twice monthly ration of soap, which presumably was
locally made. 25 Other mentions of soap are rare, and good quality hard
soap probably remained a scarce commodity. Later in the nineteenth
century, bar soap was shipped over the Santa Fe Trail from Missouri. 26
An apparent low level of native soap production in New Mexico may
have been owing to the availability of natural substitutes.
One of these, obtained in the vicinity of Zia Pueblo northeast of
Albuquerque, was tierra jab6n. The identity of this mineral is questionable, but it may have been powdered soapstone: It was described in
1779 as having the color of soap and working very well to wash clothesY
No subsequent mentions of tierra jab6n have been found, so its use
likely did not extend beyond the colonial period.
Amole, or yucca root, was another soap substitute widely favored
by Hispanics and Indians. Indeed, its use continues in isolated areas
to the present day. Among the several varieties of the plant, Yucca
glauca, or small soapweed yucca, which grows throughout the South24. Peter Boyd-Bowman, "Two Country Stores in XVIIth Century Mexico," The
Americas: The Academy of American Franciscan History 28 (1972), 247. As of 1803, Governor
Fernando de Chacon stated that as far as he knew no one in New Mexico was then
"dedicated to the manufacture of soap," and he indicates that soap was being imported
from Chihuahua. Marc Simmons, Coronado's Land: Essays on Daily Life in New Mexico
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991), 166, 170.
25. Regulations and Accounts of the Santa Fe PresidiaI Company, Santa Fe, April
17, 1805, Spanish Archives of New Mexico (SANM), State Records Center and Archives,
Santa Fe.
26. See, for example, Charles Raber, "Personal Recollections of Life on the Plains
From 1860 to 1868," The Westport Historical Quarterly 7 (December 1971), 8. By the 1870s
"Collier's Soap Works" existed six miles east of Fort Union, near the foot of the Turkey
Mountains. Nothing is known of its history or operation. Santa Fe Weekly New Mexican,
January 14, 1871. In 1883 a large soap factory was under construction in Las Cruces and
several more were already in operation, manufacturing soap from the amole plant. Peter
Hertzog, The Gringo & Greaser (Santa Fe: Press of the Territorian, 1964), 10.
27. Padrones de Nuevo Mexico, 1779, Santa Fe, Biblioteca NacionaI, Mexico City,
legajo 10, numero 59. (From a photocopy in Special Collections, General Library, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque.)
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west was the one commonly collected by women. 28 The roots were
pounded, either fresh or dried, to separate the strong, spongy mass
of fibers. Thrashing the pulverized root in water released the substance
saponin and produced a rich, soapy lather.
As a detergent for washing woolens, amole won wide acclaim.
Both men and women preferred it as a shampoo, since it gave their
hair a lustrous sheen. And, its cleansing properties worked well in
both cold water and hard water. Like yucca, the prolific wild gourd
plant (Cucurbita digitata) contained saponin, and the New Mexicans
often utilized the roots and gourds as soap and as a bleaching agent. 29
That cleaning materials were available to the New Mexicans, of
course, was no indicator of their frequency or intensity of use. The
strictness of personal hygiene and sanitation must have varied considerably from one individual and household to another. Some poorer
families, for instance, seldom changed clothes (a single set being perhaps all they owned), and the children were literally sewn into their
garments, wearing them until they fell to pieces.
Still, laundry day, with women and girls gathering on the banks
of streams or irrigation ditches, was an event noted in the journals of
newcomers. The laundresses transported large bundles of clothing,
bedding, and rugs on their heads to the site, where water was boiled
in kettles and then poured into a long log trough (tabion), to which was
added amole or soap. Rinsing was done in the stream or ditch, and
perhaps a final pounding was performed between smooth stones to
remove stubborn stains. The laundry was spread on the grass to dry,
"as young Roman girls do along the Tiber," noted Susan Wallace in
the 1880s. 30 Then it was folded and carried home in bundles or' in
Indian baskets of willow osiers. 31 One American remarked that pads
of yucca fiber that had yielded amole could always be found scattered
about the water places after washday.32
28. Samuel H. Lamb, Woody Plants of New Mexico, Bulletin number 14 (Santa Fe:
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, 1971),46-47.
29. L. S. M. Curtin, Healing Herbs of the Upper Rio Grande Valley (Santa Fe: Laboratory
of Anthropology, 1947), 46.
30. Susan E. Wallace, The Land of the Pueblos (New York: George D. Hurst Publishing,
1888), 67.
31. C1eofas M. Jaramillo, Shadows of the Past (Santa Fe: Ancient City Press, n.d.),
48.
32. Daniel Ellis Conner, Joseph Reddeford Walker and the Arizona Adventure (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1956), 16. A plan of the Santa Fe presidio, 1791, shows
two laundries (lavaderos) situated over the main water ditch crossing the interior yard.
Marc Simmons, Spanish Government in New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1968), xviii.
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Women transporting laundry in a basket (left) and water in a tinaja (right).
Photograph by Dana B. Chase, courtesy of Museum of New Mexico, negative
no. 57022.

In traditional New Mexican society, washing and bathing as habits
of cleanliness seem to have been sparingly practiced. As in other parts
of the world, the masses may have held the suspicion that baths,
particularly in winter, posed a health hazard. Homes were not equipped
for bathing, nor have references surfaced to specialized tubs for that
purpose. The clergy and perhaps some members of the upper class
owned metal wash basins, but even there, one looks in vain for any
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mention of towels. 33 In warm weather, occasional outdoor bathing at
the water sources occurred, but more for refreshment than cleansing.
The practice doubtless added to the pollution of drinking water.
New Mexico's numerous hot springs, whose waters were thought
to possess medicinal properties, long attracted bathers, but for therapeutic rather than hygienic reasons. Rheumatism, arthritis, and skin
ailments, especially, appeared to respond favorably to soaking in the
springs. 34 The Pueblo Indians for centuries had appreciated the healing
value of these thermal springs. Moreover, they frequently resorted to
sweat baths, for therapeutic as well as ceremonial purposes. 35
Lack of cleanliness evidently contributed to a general infestation
of such disease vectors as lice, bedbugs, fleas, mites, and flies. The
Pueblos were plagued by vermin long before Europeans arrived. Evidence of head lice, for instance, has been found archaeologically on
the scalps of desiccated Indian remains at prehistoric burial sites. 36
New Mexico's first colonists, occupying a Tewa pueblo, renamed San
Gabriel, were literally driven from their quarters by pests.
A report of 1601 indicates:
The people leave their houses to sleep in their small vegetable
gardens in order to escape the unbearable plague of bedbugs.
Furthermore, there are an infinite number of field mice, which
breed a species of lice, the pain 'from whose sting lasts for almost
twenty-four hours. 37
Bishop Pedro Tamar6n of Durango, inspecting the New Mexico
missions more than a century and a half later, encountered s~arms of
33. Scholes, "The Supply Service of the New Mexico Missions," 101. Seventeenthcentury friars were each- furnished one large brass basin, one razor, and one pair of
barber's scissors. Traditionally, corncobs were used as scrubbers to clean dirty knees
and elbows of children. Interview with Concha Ortiz y Pino de Kleven, Villanueva, New
Mexico, August 12, 1974.
34. W. W. H. Davis, EI Gringo, Or New Mexico & Her People (Santa Fe: Rydal Press,
1938), 207-08.
35. Susan Magoffin in 1846 mentions another instance of native bathing. At El Paso
she recorded that an Indian woman gave birth and a half hour afterward went to the
Rio Grande to bathe herself and child, a practice she continued on successive days.
Magoffin, Down the Santa Fe Trail, 68. In 1841, the priest at EI Paso provided Kendall a
bath in his private study. Kendall, The Texan Santa Fe Expedition, 2:36.
36. Hans Zinsser, Rats, Lice and History: Being a Study in Biography, Which after Twelve
Preliminary Chapters Indispensable for the Preparation of the Lly Reader, Deals with the Life
History of Typhus Fever (Boston: Atlantic Monthly Press, 1944), 89-90.
37. George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, eds. and trans., 'Don Juan de Onate,
Colonizer of New Mexico, 1595-1628, Coronado Cuarto Centennial Publications, 1540-1940
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1953), 656.
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bedbugs at another Tewa pueblo, Nambe. 38 Such chance references in
the colonial period merely hint at the magnitude of a problem that was
more fully described by American observers in the nineteenth century.
'Kendall, at the village of San Miguel in 1841, complained that his
room was completely "overrun with chinches [bedbugs], which when
night came, issued from every crack and crevice in the walls. "39 Later,
in EI Paso he remarked that the lower orders of Mexico were generally
infested with lice and other vermin. 40
When General Kearny entered and occupied Santa Fe, his soldiers
were dismayed to discover that the entire town was lousy. "There is
a universal presence of vermin on the bodies of all the inhabitants,"
lamented volunteer Frank S. Edwards. 41 All of the public and private
buildings, including the few hotels, were heavily infested. Another
soldier a few years later quipped that in some of the houses of the
gentry, "a traveller can lose a pint of blood in a night."42
It must not be supposed, however, that New Mexicans surrendered to insect pests without a fight. In Spain poor folk whitewashed
the interior walls of buildings in the belief that the practice kept vermin
at bay.43 Whitewashing was also the custom on the upper Rio Grande
but apparently to little effect. The inevitable cracks and crevices found
in adobe walls and the narrow splits that opened in roof beams as they
dried provided a safe refuge for all manner of insect life. In desperation,
women boiled the wild gourd in water, which was then placed in pans
throughout the home. They hoped the horrible, fetid odor of the water
would drive out pests. 44
Bedbugs teemed in blankets and sheepskins, while body lice, when
not feeding, attached themselves and their eggs to the fibers of clothing.
Bedding and garments, therefore, had to be removed periodically for
cleansing. Proper laundering effectively evicted the invaders, but another method proved equally useful. Indians, Hispanics, and American
38. Eleanor B. Adams, ed" Bishop Tamaron's Visitation of New Mexico, 1760 (Albuquerque: Historical Society of New Mexico, 1954), 55,
39. Kendall, The Texan-Santa Fe Expedition, 1:316, 327.
40. Ibid., 2:36. The situation Kendall described persisted in some Mexican areas to
the mid-twentieth century. See Nathan L. Whetten, Rural Mexico (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1948), 296.
41. Frank S. Edwards, A Campaign in New Mexico with Colonel Doniphan (Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania: Carey and Hart, 1847), 51.
42. Lansing B. Bloom, ed" "Bourke on the Southwest," New Mexico Historical Review
11 (July 1936), 260,
43. S. L. Bensusan, Home Life in Spain (New York: Macmillan Co., 1910), 11.
44. Wesley Robert Hurt, Jr., "Manzano: A Study of Community Disorganization"
(master's thesis, University of New Mexico, 1941), 123.
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Trash piled in front of a house on a Santa Fe street. Photograph by Dana B.
Chase, courtesy of Musem of New Mexico, negative no. 20844.

trappers routinely spread clothing and blankets on an anthill. The ants
were very fond of lice and quickly consumed the entire population. 45
Removal of body and head lice involved a never-ending struggle.
Confederate private Henry Clay Wright, impri,soned at Santa Fe after
the battle of Glorieta in 1862, soon became lousy. His remedy was to
scrub down with lye soap.46 Some New Mexicans also may have used
that method, but generally the natives simply picked off the pests, one
by one, from their persons.
Vendors in the open market on the Santa Fe plaza spent idle moments plucking lice and nits from the hair. The catch was crushed
between the thumbnails, producing an audible pop. Frank S. Edwards
45. Everett Dick, Vanguards of the Frontier: A Social History of the Northern Plains and
Rocky Mountains from the Earliest White Contacts to the Coming of the Homemaker (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1965), 320. Marian Sloan Russell wrote that in Santa Fe
during the early 1850s her mother periodically carried the family bedsteads outside and
poured boiling water on them to get rid of bugs. "She would dip a henfeather in kerosene
and oil the places not touched by the water." This was probably not a local Hispanic
practice but one brought from the East. Mrs. Hal Russell, ed.·, Lal1d of Enchantment;
Memoirs of Marian Russell on the Santa Fe Trail (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Pre~s, 1984), 55.
46. Naomi Zunker Phoenix, "Reminiscences of a Confederate Soldier Who Fought
in the Battles of Valverde and Glorieta" (Paper presented at the Historical Society of
New Mexico Annual Conference, Santa Fe, April 27, 1990).
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Delousing. Photograph from the author's collection.

spoke of the practice with disgust: "It is not unusual to see women
and men stop suddenly, expertly hunt [vermin], and a sharp sound
announces to you a death-while the next minute they handle the fruit
or cheese which they are offering to sell yoU."47 Richard S. Elliott, one
of Edwards' contemporaries, complained upon a stopover in the village
of Galisteo, that "the people quite cooly pick off vermin in the presence
of visitors."48
These remarks notwithstanding, many rural folk were embarrassed to be seen delousing in public. Groups of women would gather
in a horne or sunny yard to delouse one another and their children.
But should a man approach, the activity ceased until he went on his
way again. 49 Such gatherings, attended by merry conversation, were
regarded as social occasions.
In 1856 the territorial attorney William W. H. Davis called attention
to another insect problem. At Albuquerque, he said, "there are flies
and mosquitos, which swarm in and out of doors in untold millions,
47. Edwards, A Campaign in New Mexico, 51.
48. Elliott, Notes Taken in Sixty Years, 242.
.
49. Reyes N. Martinez, "Delousing," Typescript number 370, WPA manuscripts,
History Library, Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe.
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which neither day nor night allow manor beast to live in peace."50
Both pests were disease carriers, but the populace was unaware of that
and exerted only small efforts to control them. In the absence of flyswatters, a small leafy cottonwood branch might be used to shoo flies from
the table. One Hispano woman is reported to have beaten a metal pan
on the theory that the noise would drive flying insects from her home.
Some people burned cow dung in the yard, believing that the smoke
warded off mosquitoes. Americans, arriving on the Santa Fe Trail, seem
to have introduced the first mosquito nets for sleeping. But their use
was not adopted by the native population. 51
One of the chief factors affecting personal hygiene is the problem
Of human waste disposal. Careless handling of waste can propagate a
variety of diseases. For centuries, Europeans were in the habit of throwing the contents of chamber pots and kitchen slops out the window,
so that their streets were open sewersY Larger cities had public latrines, some of them extending over rivers or streams which carried
away the excreta. Others were built upon cesspits, with the ordure
. periodically removed and taken to fertilize surrounding fields. 53 In the
cities and towns of Spain, "toilet facilities were of the most primitive
kind, and the streets were invariably dotted with defecation and urine,"
according to one writer. "The Spaniards who came to the New World
were amazed by the cleanliness of the Indian towns as compared with
their own. "54
While in New Mexico, Pedro de Castaneda, chronicler of the Coronado expedition, observed that: "The [Pueblo] villages are free of
nuisances because they go outside to excrete, and they pass their water
into clay vessels, which they empty at a distance from the village."55
Three and a half centuries later, in 1880, archaeologist-historian Adolph
F. Bandelier found the practice still intact. At Santo Domingo Pueblo,
for instance, he noted: "On every roof there was the tinaja [jar] with
the urine of the night, which smelt ugly. They carry it out into the
50. Davis, El Gringo, 195.
51. Russell, Land of Enchantment, 55; and Kenneth Fordyce, "New Mexico Flies,"
Typescript number 309, WPA manuscripts, History Library, Museum of New Mexico,
Santa Fe.
52. Braude!, The Structures of Everyday Life, 310.
53. Pounds, Hearth & Home, 247.
54. John A. Crow, Spain: The Root and the Flower: A History of the Civilization of Spain
and the Spanish People (New York: Harper & Row, 1963), 127.
55. Frederick W. Hodge, ed., Spanish Explorers in the Southern United States, 15281~43 (New York: Barnes and Noble, 1946), 354.
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Ceramic chamber pot of the eighteenth century, made in Puebla, Mexico. From
the Collection of the Museum of International Folk Art, Santa Fe. Photograph
courtesy of Museum of New Mexico, negative no. 66200.

fields."56 The building of outhouses with cesspits in the pueblos did
not become common until well after World War I. Zia Pueblo was
reported to be without latrines as late as 1924. 57
To what degree the Hispanic settlers emulated the Pueblo Indians
in their careful disposal of waste is uncertain, simply because mention
56. Charles H. Lange and Carroll L. Riley, The Southwestern Journals of Adolph F.
Bandelier, 1880-1882 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1966), 104. In 1881
Lieutenant John G. Bourke, upon spending a night in Jemez Pueblo, complained: "I had
no rest last night, my sleep being constantly broken by the movements in and out of
the house of men, women, and children answering the calls of nature, there being no
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of that delicate matter occurs infrequently in the documents. The Franciscan missionaries usually had latrines within their conventos, or living quarters, attached to the church, but those in-house sanitary
arrangements are practically the only ones referred to in the colonial
documents. At the mission of Tajique Pueblo in 1663, toilets existed in
the convento and were used by Indians as well as the friars. 58 At Picuris
Pueblo, 1747, the convento had /Ian upper room for privies, roofed,
with its two-seat box. But at Acoma, the latrine was located in a corner
of the convento's open courtyard and was described in 1776 by Father
Atanasio Dominguez as a small recess for certain necessary business./l 59
How these facilities were maintained and their contents regularly
emptied is left unrecorded. Possibly, as was done elsewhere, the friars
dumped wood ashes in the privy holes to serve as a chemical reagent. 60
They also may have furnished the latrines with corncobs, for use in
place of toilet paper, as was the custom in some parts of New Spain.
Ignoring the example of the missionaries, the Indians until recent
times continued to remove human waste in their tinajas on a daily
basis, in effect a more hygienic system. A similar practice seems to
have been followed by much of the Hispanic population. At least there
is little evidence at present to indicate the existence of freestanding
privies or in-house chambers functioning as latrines, in the traditional'
domestic setting.
/I

/l

household accomodations [sic] for such purposes in Jemez." Lansing B. Bloom, ed.,
"Bourke on the Southwest," New Mexico Historical Review 13 (April 1938), 231.
57. Leslie A. White, The Pueblo of Sia, New Mexico, Smithsonian Institution Bureau
of American Ethnology, Bulletin 184 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1962),
104.
58. Charles W. Hackett, ed., Historical Documents Relating to New Mexico, Nueva
Vizcaya, and Approaches Thereto, to 1773, 3 vols. (Washington: Carnegie Institution, 1937),
3:141. This source also notes that in the neighboring pueblo of Las Humanas (Gran
Quivira) the residents, owing to a lack of water, saved their urine to mix adobe mud for
housebuilding (p. 142). Urine was also used among colonial New Mexicans as a mordant
in dying yarn. Roland F. Dickey, New Mexico Village Arts (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1949), 118. Formerly, the Hispanic housewife would sometimes
empty urine from the chamber pots in a circle around the house, believing that it kept
stray dogs and snakes away. Interview with Trinidad R. Padilla, Jarales, New Mexico,
July 1, 1987.
59. John L. Kessell, The Missions of New Mexico since 1776 (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1980), 97, 201.
60. In the early twentieth century, the Ortiz y Pino family of Galisteo (Santa Fe
County) deposited wood ashes in the outdoor latrines. But whether this represented an
old or a recently introduced practice is uncertain. Interview with Concha Ortiz y Pino
de Kleven, Albuquerque, March 2, 1990.
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Rural New Mexicans probably were accustomed to relieving themselves in the great outdoors, but like their urban neighbors they must
have also owned a chamber pot (bacin) for use inside during cold weather.
The accepted procedure was to dispose of waste from chamber pots
on farmland. That was feasible even in a town the size of Santa Fe,
which had a population of approximately 5,000 at the end of the colonial
period, because fields intruded to the very center of the community.
Notwithstanding, there must have been abundant occasions when waste
was tossed into the streets or the open irrigation ditches, since the
nature of infection and dangers of contamination were not then known.
Curiously, however, the early Anglo Americans seldom complained about sewage and odors in the streets of New Mexican towns.
One explanation could be that their own home places suffered from
the same pollution, so that the situation did not appear unusual enough
to invite comment. But another possibility is that the streets were kept
relatively clean of human and animal waste by stray chickens, pigs,
and especially dogs, which are all consumers of dung. The cleansing
process may have also been aided by the strong New Mexico sun and
wind which tend to dry up bodily wastes quickly. 61
The widespread use of chamber pots in New Mexican homes has
to be inferred from a few casual references and from what is known
generally about Hispanic customs of waste disposal. Wills and inventories from the northern frontier of New Spain, sometimes mention

61. Anthropologist Leslie White declares that at Zia Pueblo in 1957, after privies
had been built on the village periphery, many Indians considered them so distant that
they tended to use nearby streets and alleys at night. And he adds: "Corrals still serve
as latrines." White, The Pueblo of Sia, New Mexico, 104. At colonial Williamsburg, scavenger
chickens cleaned up human waste. Personal communication, Doss Brown to Marc Simmons, Philadelphia, February 17, 1982. During the 1840s, roaming herds of pigs in New
York City and Cincinnati ate ordure and garbage that filled the streets. Furnas, The
Americans, A Social History, 455-56.
At Bent's Fort on the Arkansas River in 1847, young Lewis H. Garrard observed a
dog of "the Mexican shepherd breed" that prowled about "on the watch for offal and
other refuse." Garrard, Wah-to-yah and the Taos Trail, 131. James F. Downs, conducting
fieldwork among the Navajos in 1960 and 1961, wrote that dogs played an important
role because of the informal toilet arrangements of the average Navajo home. He states:
"Small children relieve their bowels wherever they happen to be. The evidence, however,
quickly disappears because a defecating child is immediately circled by several nonetoo-patient canines. Adults who withdraw from camp to defecate are usually followed
by dogs. Dogs also consume fresh horse and cow dung, ... thus keeping the homesite
relatively free of filth and flies." James F. Downs, The Navajo (New York: Holt, Rinehart
and Winston, 1972), 53. Such a situation once may have been fairly general among New
Mexican populations.
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pots of copper or even silver. 62 But unquestionably the largest number
were ceramic. Their characteristics included a cylindrical form, either
straight or tapered, a lead or tin glaze with a washed-out blue design,
open mouth, a wide-flared horizontal rim, and two handles. 63 Large
quantities of chamber pots manufactured in Sevilla were exported to
the colonies in the sixteenth century, but within a short time ceramics
industries in Mexico City and Puebla were supplying New Spain with
its needs. While some of the finely made Mexican chamber pots are
known to have reached the northern borderlands, the average citizen
on the frontier depended upon cheap vessels, locally produced. The
New Mexicans, fragmentary evidence would suggest, relied chiefly
upon Pueblo potters for their chamber pots. 64
The responsibility for sanitation and public health was shared by
officials at all levels within the Spanish empire. 65 Included among royal
ordinances, codified by Philip II in 1573, was a general provision that
towns of New Spain be founded in "an elevated place where there are
healthy conditions."M Once established, municipal governments took
charge of public health matters and passed local ordinances to protect
the water supply, keep the streets clean, and govern the maintenance
of cemeteries. 67 No record of such ordinances during the colonial era.
62. A copper chamber pot was included in a 1755 inventory of San Jose Mission,
Texas. Fr. Marion A. Habig, comp., The San Jose Papers (San Antonio, Texas: Old Spanish
Missions Historical Research Library, 1978), 14. The estate of a soldier who died in Nueva
Vizcaya in 1642 included "a little silver chamber pot." Peter Boyd-Bowman, "A Spanish
Soldier's Estate in Northern Mexico," Hispanic American Historical Review 53 (February
1973), 102.
63. Florence C. Lister and Robert H. Lister, "One Pot's Pedigree," in Nancy L. Fox,
ed., Collected Papers in Honor of Charlie R. Steen, Jr. (Albuquerque: Albuquerque Archaeological Society Press, 1983), 167-87; and Patricia R. Vickman, "Spanish Chamber Pots,"
St. Augustine Archaeological Association (St. Augustine, Florida: St. Augustine Archaeological Association, 1989), 2-3.
64. An apparent example of an Indian-made chamber pot, dating from the colonial
era, was on display recently at Quarai Mission, Salinas National Monument, New Mexico. It is a fired red ware, undecorated and lacking handles, cylindrical in shape, with
a flared rim.
65. As early as the year 1388, the English parliament passed the first nationwide
antipollution act to clean up the air and waters. Spain's interest in the issue did not
su'rface until the early modern period. Jean Gimpel, The Medieval Machine: The Industrial
Revolution of the Middle Ages (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1976), 87.
66. Recopilaci6n de Leyes de los Reynos de las Indias, facsimile ed. (Madrid: Ediciones
Cultura Hispanica, 1973), libro IV, titulo 7; and Dan Stanislawski, "Early Spanish Town
Planning in the New World," Geographical Review 35 (January 1947), 102.
67. For a discussion of public health administration in New Spain's capital, see
Donald B. Cooper, Epidemic Disease in Mexico City, 1761-1813: An Administrative, Social,
and Medical Study (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1965), 16-46.
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have corne to light for any of New Mexico's four villas, or municipalities-Santa Fe, Albuquerque, Santa Cruz de la Canada, and EI Paso.
But during the Mexican period, enlightened public health measures
were adopted at Santa Fe by the ayuntamiento, or city council.
In 1829, for example, the council assigned one of its members to
serve as an overseer (mayordomo) for maintaining the cleanliness and
order of the streets. When in 1833 the municipal body learned that
cholera was raging in the East and that it might reach Santa Fe, introduced by incoming trail traffic, it proposed establishment of a sanitary
board to deal with the emergency. And it urged the governor to halt
for a forty-day period all wagon caravans from the United States, until
their cargoes could be fumigated outside the settlements. 68
The same year the council issued a comprehensive proclamation
on city government, written by its legal adviser, Don Antonio Barreiro,
which incorporated progressive measures on public health and safety.
New regulations required draining of stagnant pools, cleaning of streets,
and removal of garbage. Burning of rubbish piles was prohibited, to
prevent air pollution, and the throwing of trash and dead animals into
irrigation ditches and streams strictly forbidden. Two inspectors were
to be appointed, their duty to examine flour and grain in the markets
to ensure cleanliness. Meat sold to the public had to be suitable for
human consumption and none could be vended from animals that had
died of rabies. And there were additional rules in a like vein. Unfortunately, little evidence exists to suggest these measures were strictly
enforced. 69
In 1863 the Albuquerque board of aldermen passed a set of town
ordinances covering animal and traffic control, sanitation, public works,
zoning, and misdemeanors. Although this was done under the American territorial government, the majority of the aldermen were native
New Mexicans and their regulations reflected the Hispanic legal tradition. Ordinance 12, for instance, provided that "any person making
water, or depositing any excrement, under any porch, or upon any
sidewalk or wall in front of the plaza ... upon conviction ... shall
be fined ... or sentenced to imprisonment."7o
Unlike those imposed earlier in Santa Fe, the Albuquerque mea68. Journal of the Municipal Corporation of Santa Fe, 1824-1834 (translation in
typescript by George P. Hammond), doc. P-E 233, Bancroft Library, Berkeley, California.
69. Marc Simmons, ed. and trans., "Antonio Barreiro's 1833 Proclamation on Santa
Fe City Government," EI Palacio 76 (June 1970), 24-30.
70. The ordinances were first published in the [Albuquerque) Rio Abajo Weekly Press,
May 5 and 12, 1863. They were reprinted as Town Ordinances of Albuquerque, New Mexico,
1863 (Albuquerque: Vinegar Tom Press, 1970).
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sures seem to have been enforced with vigor. Soon after their enactment, the local press reported:
Last week, Alderman Salvador Armijo did a "land office business" in the way of fining sundry individuals for offenses against
town laws. The consequence will be that, when hot weather comes,
a person will be able to walk through any of our streets without
his nostrils being saluted by odors incompatible with the relish of
a good dinner. 71
Prior to opening of the twentieth century, efforts by government
officials to promote public health and by citizens to maintain a regimen
of personal hygiene were of the most rudimentary nature. However,
the conditions, practices, and policies associated with these subjects
furnish useful sidelights on the functioning of traditional society in
New Mexico.
-

71. Rio Abajo Weekly Press, April 14, 1863.
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Jose Jarvet, Spanish Scout and
Historical Enigma
RUTH STEINBERG

The historical literature of New World settlement and expansion is
replete with references to Europeans of various nationalities who drifted·
along and across international frontiers. In the Southwestern Borderlands, beginning early in the eighteenth century, first Frenchmen and
then Anglo-Americans initiated contact with Spaniards in this way.
Prospects for furs and trade with the Spanish colonists enticed most
of these early adventurers, particularly Frenchmen, whose foothold in
America depended on an extensive fur trade. Spain flatly prohibited
such contact, viewing it as a challenge to her mercantilist policies and
a threat to her colonies' internal security. Spanish government officials
rightly feared that foreigners would supply her Indian allies with guns
and ammunition, thereby disrupting the delicate equilibrium that had
been achieved among settlers and various Plains tribes. When foreign
adventurers were not turned back by Spanish authorities, they were
often arrested and transported inland to the protected environs of
Mexican jails. Still, the actions 6f the Spanish government ultimately
failed to deter these Single-minded, would-be traders. Beginning in
the latter half of the eighteenth century and continuing until 1821,
Ruth Steinberg received a bachelor's degree in history from the University of New
Mexico and has completed work toward a master's degree at Southern Methodist University. She is currently a doctoral student in history at Rutgers University. Ms. Steinberg
thanks David J. Weber, Luis Martin, Adan Benavides, and G. Douglas Ingles for their
assistance in preparing this essay.
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when Mexico achieved independence from Spain, the number of foreigners entering northern New Spain continued to increase. 1
Some of these adventurers eventually made their homes within
Spanish territory, and a trusted few even found employment with the
Spanish government. One of these, a ubiquitous French interpreter
named Jose Jarvet, lived in New Mexico and played an important role
in several expeditions to the northern fringes of Spanish territory in
the years 1804-07. Jarvet is generally considered to have been one of
the earliest men to know the route between New Mexico and St. Louis
that would come to be called the Santa Fe Trail. His name appears in
the documents of the Spanish archives of New Mexico under a variety
of spellings: Jarvet, Jarvai, Jarbet, Tarbet, Charvet, Chalvet, Chalvert,
Calbert, Chalei, Serve, and Gervais. 2 Because of Jarvet's importance as
a scout, and because the details of Jarvet's life before 1803 and after
1819 remain a mystery, a number of historians have been drawn into
1. A general overview of the development of Spain's frontier and trade policies
can be found in Henri Folmer, Franco-Spanish Rivalry in North America, 1524-1763 (Glendale, California: Arthur C. Clark Co., 1953),291-310. Earliest New Mexico contacts with
French traders occurred in 1749 when the Mallet brothers made their way from the
Mississippi Valley to New Mexico, setting off a flurry of French activity, which subsided
with the close of the French and Indian War in 1763. See Herbert E. Bolton, "French
Intrusions into New Mexico, 1739-1752," in John Francis Bannon, ed., Bolton and the
Spanish Borderlands (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1964), 150-71. After 1800
Spanish contact with French and Anglo-American trappers and traders increased markedly once again. For the stories of Frenchmen Jacques d'Eglise, Baptiste Lalande, and
Laurent Durocher, all of whom reached Santa Fe between 1804 and 1806, see Lansing
Bloom, "The Death of Jacques d'Eglise," New Mexico Historical Review 2 (October 1927),
369-79. In 1805, an American, James Purcell, arrived in Santa Fe in the company of two
Frenchmen, Dionisio La Croix and Andres Terrien; see Donald Jackson, ed., The Journals
of Zebulon Montgomery Pike, With Letters and Related Documents, 2 vols. (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1966), 2:59-62. For the Clamorgan expedition of 1807, see A. P.
Nasatir, "Jacques Clamorgan: Colonial Promoter of the Northern Border of New Spain,"
New Mexico Historical Review 17 (April 1942), 101-12. Joseph McLanahan, Reuben Smith,
and James Patterson spent two years in a Chihuahua jail after their arrival in the New
Mexico capital in 1810; see Thomas James, Three Years Among the Mexicans and the Indians
(St. Louis: Missouri Historical Society, 1916), 286-92. The story of the ill-fated Robert
McKnight, James Baird, and Samuel Chambers expedition of 1812 is told by Rex W.
Strickland, "James Baird," in LeRoy R. Hafen, ed., The Mountain Men and the Fur Trade
of the Far West 10 vols. (Glendale, California: Arthur H. Clark Co., 1968),3:27-37. Finally,
the Jules de Mun and Auguste P. Chouteau expedition of 1815 is discussed in George
S. Ulibarri, "The Chouteau-Demun Expedition to New Mexico, 1815-17," New Mexico
Historical Review 36 (October 1961), 263-73.
2. The author has chosen to use the spelling "Jarvet" when writing in general
terms about the individual who was employed as an interpreter by the government of
Spanish New Mexico. Spellings used by other authors may be enclosed by quotation
marks, when necessary, to clarify context. All variant spellings contained in primary
source materials will be noted in either the text or corresponding citations.
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speculation about his origins, how he came to the Santa Fe area, and
where he may have gone after 1819. To some degree, this speculation
has deepened the mystery. The present study attempts to clarify the
murky and contradictory particulars of Jarvet's life.
Donald Nuttall seems to have been the first historian to speculate
about Jarvet's origins. In his excellent thesis, written in 1959, Nuttall
suggested that "Josef Gervais" hailed from a French family in Kaskaskia, Illinois, which "later found its way to Ste. Genevieve."3 Donald
Jackson, writing in 1966, suggested different origins for Jarvet. "Jose
Calbert," said Jackson, "may have been Joseph Calve, a French trader
who in later years owned property in St. Charles and Portage des
Sioux, Missouri. "4
In 1967, based on a document they discovered in the Archivo
General de Indias in Seville, Noel Loomis and Abraham Nasatir claimed
to have solved the mystery of Jarvet's origins. The document, a letter
written in 1795 by Pedro de Nava, commander of New Spain's Interior
Provinces, concerns one "Juan Calbert" (or "Chalvert," as Loomis and
Nasatir prefer to call him), who had spent time among the Toavaya
Indians in Texas before his arrest and removal to Coahuila during the
French scare of 1795. According to Loomis and Nasatir's reading of
the document, Calbert claimed to be a Philadelphia Protestant who
made his way from Fort Pitt to Natchez, New Orleans, and Natchitoches before ending up among the Toavaya. Based on circumstantial
evidence and the similarities in their names, Loomis and Nasatir concluded that Jarvet and Calbert were the same person. They then went
on to suggest that since Jarvet/Calbert was a Philadelphia Protestant,
he could not possibly be Gervais, the Illinois Frenchman, as Nuttall
had suggested. s
David Weber, writing in 1971, took Nuttall's side in this argument
and also cited the provocative suggestion of Fray Angelico Chavez that
3. Donald Nuttall, "The American Threat to New Mexico, 1804-1822" (master's
thesis, San Diego State College, 1959), 49n. Ste. Genevieve was approximately seventy
miles south of present-day St. Louis, Missouri, on the west bank of the Mississippi River.
It was principally an agricultural village, although in the 1790s some of its inhabitants
engaged in fur trading and lead mining (Louis Houck, ed., History of Missouri 5 vols.
[Chicago: R. R. Donnelly & Sons, 1908), 1:337-38, 360).
4. Jackson, Journals of Zebulon Montgomery Pike, 2:104.
5. Noel M. Loomis and Abraham P. Nasatir, Pedro Vial and the Roads to Santa Fe
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1967), 171-72, 172n. The French scare of 1795
was the result of numerous intrigues involving Edmond Genet, the French minister at
Philadelphia, and various Frenchmen in the Mississippi Valley. Early in 1794, the viceroy
of New Spain, fearing a possible invasion, ordered all Frenchmen in Spanish territory
along the northern frontier arrested. Ibid., 408-12.
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"Jarvet's" descendants continued the family line in Taos under the
name "Serve. "6
In 1973 Warren L. Cook contributed his own interpretation by
suggesting that "Jarvet," the Philadelphia Protestant of whom Loomis
and Nasatir spoke, and "Gervais," the Frenchman from Illinois/Missouri, were indeed the same person. Cook then suggested that "Jarvet/
Gervais" later may have settled in the Pacific Northwest, where he was
known as the trapper "Joseph Gervais."7
Although a virtual cottage industry of footnoted speculation has
grown up around the more obscure details of Jarvet's life, he remains
of interest to historians primarily because of what they do know about
him. Jarvet is best known as the interpreter who accompanied Pedro
Vial on three excursions originating in Santa Fe in the years 1804-06,
which were precipitated by the Lewis and Clark expedition.
Even before the Louisiana Purchase of April 30, 1803, President
Thomas Jefferson had begun preparations for the Lewis and Clark
expedition. Although he termed it "a literary pursuit" in his message
to Congress, Jefferson clearly envisioned geopolitical consequencesthe exploration of the upper Missouri River and the discovery of a
route to the Pacific Northwest~
Meriwether Lewis arrived in St. Louis in December 1803 to prepare
for the expedition. Shortly thereafter, Carlos Dehault Delassus, the
Spanish lieutenant-governor there, apprised his superior officer in New
Orleans, Sebastian Calvo de la Puerta y O'Farril, the Marques de Casa
Calvo, of Lewis' intentions. 9 Casa Calvo was slow to perceive the real
threat of the Lewis and Clark expedition, but events in the early months
of 1804 convinced him of its potential danger to New Spain's northern
frontier. lO On March 5 Casa Calvo dispatched a letter to Nemesio Sal6. David J. Weber, The Taos Trappers: The Fur Trade in the Far Southwest, 1540-1846
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1971), 36n, ISDn.
7. Warren L. Cook, Flood Tide of Empire: Spain and the Pacific Northwest, 1543-1819
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1973), 462, 462n, S13n.
8. Ibid, 447-48.
9. Carlos Dehault Delassus, St. Louis, to Sebastian Calvo de la Puerta y O'Farri!,
December 9, 1803, Archivo General de Indias, Seville, Spain [hereafter cited as AGI],
Papeles de Cuba, Legajo 2368; Nasatir, Before Lewis and Clark, 2:719-20.
10. U.S. Brigadier General James Wilkinson, who had a long history of involvement
in a variety of plots and intrigues, apparently convinced Casa Calvo of the danger. It is
still unclear whether Wilkinson was acting as a "double agent" during this time, but it
is known that he was in the secret employ of the Spanish government. Wilkinson had
arrived in New Orleans in December 1803 as an emissary from the U.S. government
with the express purpose of taking formal possession of the Louisiana Purchase territory.
Cook, Flood Tide of Empire, 4S2.
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cedo, commandant-general of the Interior Provinces (which included
the threatened frontier region), in the city of Chihuahua. In his letter,
Casa Calvo warned Salcedo of the consequences of allowing Lewis and
Clark to proceed and urgently suggested that orders be issued to "arrest
... Captain Merry [Meriwether] and his followers."11
Salcedo received Casa Calvo's letter on May 3, 1804. Miffed by the
five-month delay between Delassus' original warning and his own
receipt of Casa Calvo's letter, Salcedo nevertheless took immediate
action. That very day, he sent a copy of Casa Calvo's letter and a letter
of his own to Governor Fernando de Chacon of New Mexico. Salcedo
ordered Chacon to "send a party of individuals
to reconnoiter the
country ... as far as the right bank of the Missouri,
" since "nothing
would be more useful than the apprehension of Merry." If that were
not possible, the party was to try to determine where the Meriwether
party had been and where it might be headed. He further suggested
that Chacon might want to inform Pedro Vial, "as he is the most experienced in these territories," about the expedition, "in case he may
desire to join."12·
Chacon received the packet of letters from Chihuahua on May 14,
the very day Lewis and Clark departed St. Louis. Within two days,
Chacon replied that he would send an expedition to "inquire of the
allied [Indian] nations what they know about the matter.... " If he
was unable to learn anything from the Indians, Chacon promised to
"send a party to reconnoiter the terrain between this province and the
cited Misury River [sic]."!3
Following Salcedo's advice, Chacon commissioned Vial to head
the expedition. Vial, a Frenchman from Lyon, France, had a long history of service to Spain along the northern frontier. In the late 1780s,
he had blazed a trail from San Fernando de Bexar (San Antonio), Texas,
to Santa Fe, New Mexico, and back again by way of Natchitoches. Then
in the early 1790s, he opened the route from Santa Fe to St. Louis in
Spain's Illinois province. 14 Vial's second-in-command was "Jose Jarvet";
11. Casa Calvo, New Orleans, to Nemesio Salcedo, March 5,1804, Archivo Hist6rico
Nacional, Madrid, Spain (hereafter cited as AHN), Estado 5542; Nasatir, Before Lewis and
Clark, 2:731-32.
12. Salcedo, Chihuahua, to Governor of New Mexico, May 3, 1804, AHN, Estado
.
5542; Nasatir, Before Lewis and Clark, 2:734-35.
13. Fernando de Chac6n, Santa Fe, to Salcedo, May 16, 1804, Spanish Archives of
New Mexico II, Santa Fe, New Mexico (hereafter cited as SANM II), roll 15, frames 28485.
14. Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 262-87, 316-415.
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this is the first time Jarvet's name appears in the extant documents
pertaining to the province ~f New Mexico.
It took until August 1, 1804, before Chacon's expedition was ready
to leave Santa Fe in pursuit of Lewis and Clark. Along with a column
of soldiers, Vial and Jarvet traveled from Santa Fe to Taos, where they
picked up an additional ten citizens and an equal number of Indians,
bringing the total number in the detachment to fifty-two. Following a
route that led up the Rio de las Animas Perdidas en el Purgatorio
(today's Purgatoire River) to the Rio Napestie (the Arkansas), and then
to the Rio Chato (the Platte), the Vial-Jarvet party arrived at a Pawnee
village in central Nebraska on September 6. 15
There he learned from the Pawnees and from some twenty Frenchmen encamped at the village that Anglo-Americans had already attempted to sway the Indians' allegiance from Spain. Vial cautioned the
Pawnee chiefs against any new foreign alliances, emphasizing that the
Indians could not be sure the Anglo-Americans could be trusted. After
spending fifteen days among the Pawnees, Vial, Jarvet, and their party,
now including two of the Frenchmen and escorted by twelve Pawnees,
began the return trek to Santa Fe on September 20, reaching their
destination on November 5, 1804. 16
Vial's diary from this expedition, unknown to Nuttall or Loomis
and Nasatir, reveals that Jarvet had acted as an interpreter for the
Pawnees on at least one previous occasion. 17 In the diary, Vial recounts
his warning to the Pawnees against consorting with the Anglo-Americans and his reminder to them that "the great Spanish chief [Chacon]
is happy to have made the acquaintance of the entire Pawnee nation,
[five chie'fs] having since [previously] come with Pedro Vial and Jose
Jarvay, who speaks the Pawnee language." Vial then goes on to relate:
"1 begged them to maintain good relations with the Pawnee Chief
Caigie, who together with me spoke of the five who came to make
peace and [of how] they left very well dressed and very happy, and
he thought, for his part, that they would not give occasion for regret
to the Spanish. filS
15. Cook, Flood Tide of Empire, 462-63.
16, "Diario de Don Pedro Vial a la Nadon Panana," Santa Fe, November 23, 1804,
AGI, Guadalajara 398.
17. Cook was the first to report on the diary's contents in Flood Tide of Empire (1973),
after its location in the AGI had been brought to his attention by Luis Navarro Garcia
of theUniversidad de Sevilla.
18. "Diario de Don Pedro Vial a la Nadon Panana," AGI, Guadalajara 398. The fuU,
somewhat convoluted, Spanish transcription for the quoted material is as foUows: "Et
Gran Capitan Espanol esta contento de haver conoddo toda su Nadon Panana como ha
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Although Vial's diary does not specify.exactly when he and Jarvet
escorted the five Pawnees to Santa Fe, it does place Jarvet in the New
Mexico capital earlier than the summer of 1804. A letter from Dehault
Delassus to Casa Calvo, written on August 10, 1804, corroborates the
information in the diary and suggests Jarvet may have arrived in Santa
Fe at least as early as 1803. In his letter, Delassus claimed to know
"positively" that two French merchants had departed St. Louis in July
of 1804 headed for Santa Fe:
The one named Jeanot Meteyer [sic] in company with another
named Batiste La Lande [sic] have left here carrying merchandise
advanced to them by a merchant of the post of Kaskaskias, .named
William Morrison, a sufficiently rich person to risk such undertakings. The former two are going with the idea of meeting another, named Josef Gervaes who they say is waiting for them in
the nations and is to guide them to Mexico. This Gervaes, it is
said, knows the road very well. He is the same one who last year
conducted the Panis nation to make peace with ~he governor of
Santa Fe or with the commandant of the frontiers and it seems
that he has also conducted them this spring. 19 He is returning from
2o
this latter trip and is waiting for the said
. Meteyer.
.
venido con Pedro Vial y Jose Jarvay que habla de la lengua Panana hicieron la Paz con
migo, yo les encargo que se mantengan todos bien al Cap.n [Capitan] Panis Caigie que
[h]ablo con migo de los cinco que vinieron aser [hacer]la Paz con migo, y que fueron
todos bien vestidos y fueron todos muy contentos y pienso[6?] que de su parte no daran
q< [que] sentir a los Espanoles."
19. "Pani" is a variant spelling for Pawnee and is often used to refer to any number
of linguistically related Plains tribes. The main s~ock of the "Pawnee" family of tribes
are the Pawnees of southern Nebraska and northern Kansas, often referred to as Panarias
by their northern Indian neighbors. This main group, designated the Pawnee Nation,
lived in a series of villages in the vicinity of the Solomon, Republican, Platte, and Loup
rivers. The Pani-Mahas, or Mahas (Omahas), never members of the Pawnee Nation,
were nevertheless often confused with the 'Pawnees, undoubtedly because of their village's proximity to the Pawnee villages. The southern branch of the "Pawnee" family
consisted of a number of tribes whose homeland encompassed much of northern Texas,
including the Caddos, the Huecos or Wacos, the Tawaconies, and the Wichitas or Pani
Picts (Pani Piques or Black Pawnees), who are also often confused with their northern
neighbors. The designation appears to have meant Pawnee Picked, or tatooed Pawnees,
and referred to facial and body markings that had been picked into the skin with a sharp
instrument. Although the dialects spoken by both the northern and southern "Pawnee"
tribes were similar, there were enough differences to indicate that the two divisions of
the family had been separated for a long time. In historic times, the southern branch of
the family allied with the Kiowas, Comanches, and Cheyennes, all traditional enemies
.of the northern Pawnees. George Bird Grinnell, Pawnee Hero Stories and Folk-Tales (New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1893), 215-31, 239-40.
It is clear from the context of Delassus' letter that he is referring to northern Pawnees
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Two Frenchmen did return to Santa Fe with Vial and Jarvet in November of 1804. Although they are not identified, it seems likely that they
were the aforementioned Lalande and Metoyer. 21
Lalande and Metoyer were not the only Frenchmen hoping to reach
Santa Fe during this time. Delassus' letter also reported:
Likewise, an inhabitant from here named Laurent Durocher has
undertaken the same voyage and in the same manner. The latter,
although somewhat old knows a little [about the route] and he
will be able to facilitate the march for the others who will go later
and [who I believe] will not delay....The one named Jacques
D'Eglise, who for many years has gone on reconnoitering expe-,
ditions and who was employed last year by Don J. Clamorgan to
trade with the nations of the Missouri has also left. He has not
returned this year and I have been assured that he has also gone
to Mexico with the remainder of his merchandise. 22
Durocher is known to have reached Santa Fe sometime before May of
1805.23 D'Eglise also made it to New Mexico, but he was brutally murdered before he reached the capital by two New Mexicans who were
later sentenced to death for the crime. 24 Although d'Eglise's murder
represents an extreme case, it is not the only example of the bad fortune
awaiting foreign intruders into New Mexico. Other would-be traders
had their goods confiscated before they were deported; more than a
living along the Kansas-Nebraska border, since he describes the route of the traders as
being through the country of the Missouri Indians.
20. Delassus, St. Louis, to Casa Calvo, August 10, 1804, AGI, Papeles de Cuba,
Legajo 1413; Nasatir, Before Lewis and Clark, 2:743-44.
21. In concluding the two men were Lalande and Metoyer, the author agrees with
Nuttall, "The American Threat," 53. Lalande's exploits remained prominent in the New
Mexico archives. Metoyer's name seems to. have dropped from sight. Nuttall also suggested--erroneously, as it turns out-that the "Gervais" referred to in Delassus' letter
was probably Vial, since Delassus' description of him was consistent with Vial's usual
movements, and since there was no other evidence that a "Gervais" conducted the
Pawnees to Santa Fe in 1803. See Nuttall, "The American Threat," 54-55. At the time
Nuttall was writing his thesis, he was not aware of Vial's diary, which not only confirms
Jarvet's presence in New Mexico before August 1, 1804, but also supports the conclusion
that Delassus' "Gervais" and Vial's "Jarvay" are the same person.
22. Delassus, St. Louis, to Casa Calvo, August 10, 1804, AGI, Papeles de Cuba,
Legajo 1413; Nasatir, Before Lewis and Clark, 2:743-44. Don J. Clamorgan, along with
Durocher, was one of the founding members of The Missouri Company (1793), a furtrading enterprise; he headed his own expedition to Santa Fe in 1806-07. Loomis and
Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 89n; Weber, Taos Trappers, 39.
23. Weber, Taos Trappers, 36-37.
24. Bloom, "Death of Jacques d'Eglise," 369-79.
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few were jailed. 25 As 'for Lalande and Durocher, they were ordered to
report to the commandant-general in Chihuahua for questioning, but
having convinced Salcedo of their desire to renounce their American
citizenship and establish permanent residency in New Mexico, both
were eventually allowed to return to Santa Fe. 26
No such fate befell Jarvet, however, who was embraced by both
Vial and the Spanish authorities, even before his role as an interpreter
became official. It was not until May of 1805, six months after the first
ViallJ.arvet expedition had returned from the Pawnee villages, that "the
Frenchman Josef Chalei" petitioned for a paid appointment as interpreter to the Pawnees, no doubt enhancing his prospects ,by offering
to work at an annual salary "less than half" that of other interpreters.
Jarvet's request was granted on June 12, 1805Y
How did Jarvet first arrive in Santa Fe and why was he allowed,
perhaps even encouraged, to travel back and forth between the New
Mexico capital and the Pawnee villages? Perhaps Jarvet so quickly engendered the trust of the Spanish authorities because he arrived in the
company of Vial. If Jarvet had reached Santa Fe independently (as many
foreigners did in these years), he surely would not have received such
a warm reception. More than likely he would have been arrested and.
interrogated. But no documents have come to light to indicate anything.
of the sort happened to Jarvet. 28 Perhaps Vial picked him up among
the Pawnees in north-central Kansas as he traveled from Illinois to
Santa Fe: 29 Clearly, Jarvet had lived with the Pawnees long enough to
25. Weber, Taos Trappers, 35~38.
26. Salcedo, Chihuahua, to Joaquin del Real Alencaster, September 9, 1805, SANM
II, roll 15, frames 852-53; Bloom, "Jacques d'Eglise:' 375.
27. Alencaster, Santa Fe, to Salcedo, May 28, 1805, SANM II, roll 15, frame 648.
Alencaster had replaced Chac6n as governor of New Mexico early in 1805.
28. It is tantalizing to surmise what might have occurred if a copy of Delassus' letter
to Casa Calvo concerning the traders Metoyer, Lalande, Gervais, Durocher, and d'Eglise
had found its way to the commandant-general of the Interior Provinces. Although Casa
Calvo did paraphrase Delassus' letter and send the information on to Madrid, he apparently did not see fit to notify Salcedo. Salcedo had already chastised Casa Calvo
about the time delay in receiving Delassus' earlier warning about the Lewis and Clark
expedition-to the extent that Casa Calvo felt compelled to defend himself to the foreign
minister in Madrid. Perhaps Casa Calvo decided it was prudent to avoid further correspondence with Salcedo, unless absolutely necessary. If Casa Calvo had notified Salcedo, Jarvet's career in Spanish service may have been short-lived indeed.
29. Vial had left New Mexico in 1797 as a result of the repressive measures that had
been taken against him during the aforementioned French scare. He returned to Santa
Fe on July 4, 1803, however, after having spent a few years as a resident of Portage des
Sioux, north of St. Louis, apparently with his reputation for good service to Spain intact.
Cook, Flood Tide of Empire, 462. A lett,er from Salcedo to Chacon provides the exact date
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have become skilled in their language. Jarvet's skills in translation and
his friendship with Vial may have been enough to convince the Spanish
government of his usefulness and trustworthiness.
Delassus' letter seems to tie Jarvet to the Illinois provinces and to
offer a clue to his origins that supports Nuttall's assertion that Jarvet
hailed from a Kaskaskia family that "later found its way to Ste. Genevieve." Kaskaskia was home to William Morrison, the merchant who
had financed Lalande and Metoyer. At least one "Gervais" resided in
St. Louis shortly after its founding. By 1770 a "Gervais" raised tobacco
on one of the city's first lots. 30 In 1793 another "Gervais" was described
as "an excellent farmer, with a fortune." This Gervais was among a
group of Frenchmen who contracted with the Spanish government to
provide flour to the province at New Madrid and Ste. Genevieve. The
Frenchmen were immigrants who had resided previously at Gallipolis
on the shores of the OhioY A "Joseph Jervais" (could this be the same
man?) was listed as a resident of St. Charles in the late 1790s, and also
"cultivated land at Little Prairie. "32
A Juan Baptiste Lalande, the son of Etienne Lalande of Kaskaskia,
also resided in Ste. Genevieve as early as 1763, and still lived there in
1793. 33 According to the general census of the Spanish government,
only 332 white males of all ages inhabited Ste. Genevieve in the mid1790s. 34 If Jarvet and Lalande both lived there at this time, they probably
knew one another.
Laurent Durocher and Jacques d'Eglise also had roots in Spain's
Illinois province. Durocher was a resident of St. Louis in 1791, as well
as a founding member of the Spanish Commercial Exploration Company (The Missouri Company), organized by St. Louis merchants in
1794. 35 The unlucky d'Eglise had resided in the area from the late 1760s
of Vial's return. Responding to Chacon's request for back pay for Vial, Salcedo authorized
a wage of six reales per day, payable from July 4, 1803, "when he presented himself to
you, according to the account you give in official letter No. 38 of November 18 [1803]...."
Salcedo, Chihuahua, to Chacon, January 19, 1804, SANM II, roll 15, frame 181. Vial was
familiar with the Pawnees as a result of his earlier travels in the area. There is evidence
he had personal knowledge of the Upper Missouri countryside even earlier than 1787,
the year he completed his first journey from San Antonio to Santa Fe. Loomis and
Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 380-86.
30. Houck, History of Missouri, 2:20n.
31. Louis Houck, ed., The Spanish Regime in Missouri 2 vols. (Chicago: R. R. Donnelly
and Sons Co., 1909), 2:395.
32. Houck, History of Missouri, 2:87n.
33. Houck, Spanish Regime, 1:102, 104n; 2:88, 91n.
34. Ibid., 2:141.
35. Houck, History of Missouri, 2:159, 373.
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to at least 1800. 36 Given the small population in Illinois and the common
business interests of these men, it is at least possible they may have
been acquainted. It is even possible some of them knew Vial, who in
the years 1799-1801 also resided near Portage des Sioux, while he
attempted to discover and exploit lead mines around Ste. Genevieve. 37
As previously mentioned, there are two other theories about Jarvet's origins. Donald Jackson's theory, espoused in his book The Journals
of Zebulon Montgomery Pike, With Letters and Related Documents, does not
bear scrutiny, however. Jackson believed Jose Jarvet may have been
"Joseph Calve," another French trader who later owned property in
St. Charles and Portage des Sioux, Missouri. Actually, there were two
Joseph Calves-senior and junior-but neither could have served as a
scout or a translator in the 1800s.
Calve Senior came to St. Louis in 1765, where he was employed
in the fur trade by the firm Datchurat and Viviat. He married Theresa
Marachal, the daughter of Nicholas Marachal, at Fort de Chartres, and
they had six children. Calve Senior had a long and prominent career
in the Indian 'trade, acting as an Indian agent for the English, and he
may even have been involved in an intrigue related to the English
attack on the city of St. Louis in 1786. His name appeared, along with
that of his son, on the roster for the St. Louis Militia Companies in
1780, when he was already fifty years old. Calve Senior died at St.
Ferdinand on August 16, 1817.. Calve Junior's life was cut short in 1780,
when he was among those "murdered" in an Indian attack on St. Louis
that took place on May 26. 38
The final theory about Jarvet's origins is also incorrect, but cannot
be so easily dismissed. Could "the Frenchman Josef Chalei" have been
a Philadelphia Protestant? Historians Loomis and Nasatir asserted that
"[Chalvert], in spite of his Hispanicized French name, probably was
not a Frenchman at all, for he had been born in Philadelphia, and was
a Presbyterian." Loomis arid Nasatir alleged that Jose Jarvet and one
"Josef Chalvert" were the same person, then reconstructed Jarvet's life
from one key document by Pedro de Nava. They explain that "Chalvert
had left Pittsburgh in 1794...." He had "come down the Ohio River,
and he may have visited St. Louis; he did go to Natchez and New
Orleans, and later via Natchitoches to ~he Taovaya villages on the Red
River (where there were Pani Piques as well as Taovayas)."39
36.
37.
38.
190n.
39.

Houck, Spanish Regime, 2:20n, lOIn; Bloom, "Death of Jacques d'Eglise," 369.
Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 415-17.
Houck, History of Missouri, 2:2, 3n, 39; Houck, Spanish Regime, 1:88,"90n, 94, 184,
Loomis and Nasatir, Vial, 171-72.
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Then Loomis and Nasatir quote at length from Nava's letter:
I have had Juan Calbert brought [from Texas] to the province of
Coahuila and disposed that he be permitted to work at his trade
to acquire his sustenance, but preventing him from fleeing and
again penetrating to the Indians, as he might attempt to do, since
this class of wandering men love greatly the opportunity which
facilitates their living among the barbarians in order to give free
reign to their passions. 40
Unlike Loomis and Nasatir, Nava never referred to the AngloAmerican as "Chalvert"; he called him "Juan Calbert." Loomis and
Nasatir are also mistaken about the date they say Calbert left Pittsburgh
(1794); Nava's letter indicates Calbert actually left in 1789 ("ha cerca de
seis [anos] de su patria FiIadelfia"). Neither does the Nava document
indicate that Calbert visited St. Louis. It is not necessary to guess why
Loomis and Nasatir included the parenthetical reference to Pani Piques
among the Taovayas Indians. According to a docun;J.ent in the New
Mexico archives, in 1806 Jarvet was said to be the father of a ten-yearold child, the result of a union between him and a Pawnee woman.
Loomis and Nasatir suggest that the New Mexico document supports
Nava's observation about "this class of wandering men" wanting to
give "free reign to their passions" and that Jarvet's/Calbert's child was
taken from the Pani, "probably at the Toavaya viIIages."41 Convinced
that Jarvet and Calbert were the same man, Loomis and Nasatir flatly
conclude: "We know that he [Chalvert] reached Santa Fe by 1803,
whatever the route."42
Cook, in Flood Tide of Empire, accepted Loomisand Nasatir's interpretation on its merits: "Jarvet passed as a 'Frenchman' but was
actually a Protestant from Pennsylvania. His original patronymic, perhaps Harvey or some such name, is not known, but Spanish documents
refer to him variously. "43
In fact, Loomis and Nasatir's evidence linking Jarvet and Calbert
was tenuous at best, based on conjecture derived from a single doc40. Pedro de Nava, Chihuahua, to Manuel de Godoy, November 3, 1795, AGI,
Estado 37, Numero 5, as quoted and translated in Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 17172.
41. Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 172, 172n. In a separate chapter, however, Loomis
and Nasatir contradict themselves, explaining that the ten-year-old boy was taken from
the "Pawnees," ibid., 455. The issue of ]arvet's child will be addressed in more depth
later in this manuscript.
42. Ibid., 172..
43. Cook, Flood Tide of Empire, 462.

RUTH STEINBERG

239

ument. Additional documents concerning Calbert have been resting
quietly in the Bexar Archives, however, and they shed additional light
on the question of his identity. 44
Calbert could write, for instance; he signed his name no less than.
four times on the documents. There is, however, a curious discrepancy
between his signature, "John Joph. [Joseph] Galves," and the spelling
apparently preferred by the Spaniards, who referred to him as "Jy.an
Jose Calbert." Since Galves is a rather common Spanish name, it is at
first unclear why the Spaniards would have called him Calbert. But
Calbert's own testimony, as recorded by one of the wi~nesses, prov~des
a solution to this puzzle. Upon being asked his name, Calbert responded, in Spanish, "that he is called Juan Jose Galbet." The Spaniards
then asked him how his name would be pronounced in the Spanish
language, and Calbert responded that it would be "Gabes"-a close
approximation of the Spanish name Galves. 45 It now seems likely Calbert obligingly opted to use this '.'Spanish" version of his Anglo-American name when signing the documents. The Spaniards, however,
devised their own spelling, transliterating the hard g in Galbet to a
hard c, and adding an r (no doubt to facilitate pronunciation) to arrive
at Calbert. 46
The Anglo-American testified he would reach twenty-eight years·
of age on October 12, 1795, which would place his year of birth as
1767. Born in Philadelphia, as Nava had reported, Calbert had been
named after his father ("Juan Jose Galbet"); his mother's name was
Mariana Combies (Combs?). He testified it had been five years, eight
months since he had left his native country.47
Calbert arrived in Texas by way of Pittsburgh, Natchez, New Orleans, and Natchitoches. He had spent two months in New Orleans
and an additional two and a half years farming with a cousin, "Guillermo Galbet," at a town called Guachita. 48 Then Calbert had made
44. All citations from the Bexar Archives were obtained from Adan Benavides, Jr.,
compo and ed., The Bexar Archives, 1717-1836: A Name Guide (Austin: University of Texas
Institute of Texan Cultures at San Antonio/University of Texas Press, 1989).
45. Manuel Munoz, "Declaracion del Yngles Americano Juan Calbert," Bexar, September 15, 1795, Bexar Archives [hereafter cited as BA], roll 25, frames 629-34.
46. In much the same way, it is possible to make some sense of how Jarvet's name
may have been transliterated. "Gervais," a French name, would have been pronounced
with a soft g and that could explain the use of the Spanish ch (as in Chalvet). In the
alternative, a Spaniard seeing "Gervais" written would be inclined to pronounce the
initial g as a Spanish j, hence the transliteration "Jarvet."
47. Munoz, "Declaracion," September 15, 1795, BA, ro1l2S, frames 629-34.
48. The Ouachita River is a tributary of the Mississippi, flowing south from the area
near present-day Hot Springs, Arkansas, to intersect with the Big Muddy about twenty
miles west of Natchez.
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his way to the Toavayas and Tahuacanes Indian villages, where for
fourteen months he chased wild horses and plied his trade as a silversmith and gunsmith. 49
Calbert had been arrested near the Indian villages in the spring
of 1795, apparently because he lacked proper travel documents. He
was transported from Nacogdoches to San Antonio under military
guard, and there he underwent questioning by the local authorities.
After questioning, Calbert was transferred to Santa Rosa in the state
of Coahuila, where eventually he was allowed to work at his trade. In
May of 1796, as a result of what one Spanish official termed his "uselessness," Calbert was sent back to Texas, from which place he was
expected to return to his own country. Shortly thereafter,. however, the
commandant-general received a royal order requiring Calbert's arrest
and deportation to Cuba. Although Nava urgently notified the governor of Texas to apprehend him (by chasing him all the way to Natchitoches, if necessary), it is not known if the warrant was served. 50
As previously indicated, Calbert testified in fluent Spanish and
did not appear to need much help from an interpreter, Pedro Braun
(Peter Brown?), who was present during the proceedings. There is no
indication that Calbert spoke French. Spanish officials consistently referred to him as an "Anglo-American" or "American"; on the other
hand, Spaniards in New Mexico knew Jarvet as a "Frenchman." Similarly, Calbert is called "Juan," although occasionally both his first and
middle names are used-"Juan Jose," or even "Juan Joseph." As for
Jarvet, Joseph seems to have been his given name, and he never went
by the name of John. Moreover, the Bexar documents suggest that
Calbert was not the father of a Pawnee boy, ten years old in 1806, since
from July 6, 1795, until May of 1796, he was in the custody of the
Spanish authorities, first at San Antonio and later in Coahuila. Finally,
it is hard to imagine why any man wanted by the Crown, and for
whom an intense manhunt had been launched, would choose to return
to New Spain-assuming he escaped the commandant-general's dragnet in 1796. It is no longer possible, then, to support Loomis and
Nasatir's conclusion that Calbert and Jarvet were the same man.
As to the original subject of ol}r inquiry, Jose Jarvet, the French
interpreter/scout, continued to be prominent in New Mexico in the
years after 1804. On September 9, 1805, having reviewed Vial's diary,
49. Munoz, "Declaracion," September 15, 1795, BA, roll 25, frames 629-34.
50. The full story of the Philadelphia Protestant's sojourn in Texas and Coahuila is
told in Ruth Steinberg, "The Remarkable Adventure of Juan Jose Calbert in Northern
New Spain, 1794-1796" (unpublished manuscript in possession of the author).
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Salcedo ordered Alencaster to continue diligent efforts to "strengthen
[our] friendship with the Panana Nation" and other tribes. Salcedo
suggested it might be "opportune" to send "Calbert" on a second
expeqition to the f'awnees, "if, in the time that you have had with ...
[him], you have found him to be of good behavior, truthful and desirous
of giving proof of the usefulness of his services." Jarvet was to invite
the Pawnee chiefs to return to Santa Fe for further discussion, not only
"to inspire in them horror toward the English and the Americans, but
also to persuade them to deny openly their relationship with those
nations." Salcedo also hoped Alencaster could persuade the Indians
to intercept the Lewis and Clark expedition upon its return, "taking
its members into custody ... " or at the very least "take away whatever
coffers and papers the said expedition may be carrying. ,,51
Alencaster followed through on Salcedo's orders almost immediately, although he did retain the services of Vial, explaining to Salcedo:
Although Chalvet has particular ascendancy over the Pananas and
assuredly was the one who persuaded them not to accept the
friendship of the Anglo-Americans, to whom he would not present
himself, having been summoned, 52 he does not have all the talent
and disposition nor knowledge of old man Vial for negotiating'
and obtaining advantages from the different nations of interest to
us. Therefore I thought it advisable that both go, considering that
at some time it will be very essential to have a spy among the
Panana or other nations. 53
According to Alencaster'~ instructions, this second expedition was
to "acquire news and kno~ledge of the state of Captain Merri's expedition." Both Vial and Jarvet were to winter with the Pawnee. In the
spring, if Vial felt it was necessary to stay, he should send Jarvet back
with the Pawnee chiefs to receive their annual gifts. Vial should en51. Salcedo, Chihuahua, to Alencaster, September 9, 1805, Cunningham Transcripts, Illinois Historical Survey, Urbana, Illinois; Jackson, Journals of Zebulon Montgomery
Pike, 2:104-8.
,
52. Alencaster's statement about Jarvet's ascendency over the Pawnees sheds additionallight on why he was so easily accepted by the Spanish authorities. The reference
to Anglo-Americans, unfortunately, generates more heat than light. Did Jarvet harbor
a grudge against Anglo-Americans? Could that explain his desire to work for the Spanish
authorities? The questions are unanswerable, since the documents provide no further
clues to Jarvet's possible motivations.
53. Alencaster, Santa Fe, ~o Salcedo, October 11, 1805, Archivo de la Biblioteca,
Ministerio de Defensa Nacional, Lomas de Chuputepec, Mexico City, Mexico [hereafter.
cited as MDN], Legajo 1787-1807, Cuaderno 15, folio 39-40; Cook, Flood Tide of Empire,
467.
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deavor to win over all the nations in that territory and to carry out his
"confidential charge" (undoubtedly something to do with Lewis and
Clark), only returning in the summer after all had been accomplished. 54
This second expedition got under way quickly; it left Santa Fe on
October 14, 1805. Accompanying Vial and Jarvet were forty-eight soldiers, two carabineers--Francisco Garda and Juan Lucero (who many
years before had accompanied Vial on his path-breaking trip from Santa
Fe to San Antonio by way of Natchitoches 55), and the "former French
residents of St. Louis, Illinois: Lorenzo Durocher, Juan Bautista Lalande, Dionisio Lacroix, and Andres Terrien," as w~ll as an AngloAmerican, James Purcell. 56 Upon the expedition's arrival at the Kansas
River, the five men were tb separate from the rest, build their own
canoes, and continue their trip to St. Charles and other cities, where
the Frenchmen would gather news of Anglo-American activities, eventually returning to Santa Fe to make their reports to Alencaster. 57 It
seems the Spanish government had taken Lalande and Durocher at
their word when they had indicated their intentions to make Santa Fe
their home. The Spaniards obviously hoped to deploy them as spies
for their adopted country.
Unfortunately for Spain, the expedition was short-lived. Vial, Jarvet,
and their party were attacked by unknown Indians along the banks of
the Arkansas River at midnight on the morning of November 6. Wellarmed Indians managed to pilfer more than two-thirds of the goods
the party carried as gifts for the northern tribes. His munitions exhausted, the baggage pillaged, and his provisions gone, Vial had little
choice but to return to Santa Fe. He and Jarvet were back in the capital
by November 20. 58
Alencaster sent a report of the debacle to Salcedo, along with the
54. Alencaster, Santa Fe, "Instructions to Vial and Chalvert," October 13, 1805,
MDN, Legajo 1787-1807, Cuaderno 15, folio 61-63; Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 43033.
55. Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 328.
56. Alencaster, Santa Fe, "Instructions to Vial and Chalvert," October 13, 1805,
MDN, Legajo 1787-1807, Cuaderno 15, folio 61-63; Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 43033; see also Cook, Flood Tide of Empire, 468. Lacroix, Terrien, and Purcell had arrived in
Santa Fe in June 1805. The Loomis and Nasatir translation includes no mention of the
Anglo-American James Purcell, but Cook indicates that his name appears in the original
document.
57. Alencaster, Santa Fe, to Salcedo, October 11, 1805, MDN, Legajo 1787-1807,
Cuaderno 15, folio 39-40; Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 429.
58. "Diary of Pedro Vial on the Expedition to the Pawnees, October 14-November
19, 1805," Archivo General de Nacion, State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe,
New Mexico, Legajo 1787-1807, Cuaderno 15, folio 64-67; Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro
Vial, 433-38.
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expedition's diary, that very day.59 He speculated about who the attacking Indians might have been and concluded they had no doubt
been incited by the Anglo-Americans:
It is evident to us they [the Anglo-Americans] entreated the Paw-

nees, [from] the information of Jarvet, who arrived in this country
about a year and a half ago, and combined with that of the Frenchmen Durocher and Lalande, and [that] of those who arrived with
the Cuampes this year, ~ demonstrates to this government the
aforesaid solicitude ot the Americans and the licenses granted to
the merchants to trade. with all the [Indian] nations whose friendship interests us and who had [obtained] considerable supplies of
clothing and even quantities of firearms in consideration of said
trade. 61
Alencaster's reference to Jarvet's having "arrived in this country about
a year and a half ago" places him in Santa Fe in the spring of 1804...
. A subsequent development relating to the failed expedition was
the report of a series of conversations between the Frenchmen Durocher and Lalande and the interpreter/scouts Vial and Jarvet. The conversations were reported by the carabineer Juan Lucero, and Alencaster
passed the information on to Chihuahua:
[Lucero] observed repeated conversations between the .said
Frenchmen and Don Pedro Vial, and understanding something [of
their conversation], he questioned Don Pedro repeatedly, who
explained to him that said Frenchmen were arguing that this Province would never be able to please the [Indian] Nations like the
Americans', who have a greater supply of better gifts and that they
[the Indians] would always prefer their [the Americans'] friendship; and that Don Pedro maintained the opposite. 62
59. The diary has not been found.
60. These would have been Lacroix and Terrien. Purcell, the Anglo-American, had
also arrived with the Cuampes.
61. Alencaster, Santa Fe, to Comandante-General, November 20, 1805, SANM II,
roll 15, frames 1031-33.
62. Alencaster, Santa Fe, to Salcedo, January 4, 1806, SANM II; roll 16, frames 24. Loomis and Nasatir have a different in"terpretation of the document. According to
their reading, "Juan Lucero reported that he had noticed repeated conversations between
said Frenchmen and Don Pedro Vial, and Chalvert, understanding something of the
talk, questioned Don Pedro repeatedly...." Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 456. Such
a reading would seem to indicate Jarvet had only a limited understanding of French,
which presumably was the language being spoken by Durocher, Lalande, and Vial. .such
a reading would, of course, support Loomis and Nasatir's belief that Jarvet was actually
a Philadelphia Protestant. The author concludes, however, that there is no basis for such
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According to Lucero, the Frenchmen then chided Jarvet for working
for such small wages, pointing out that the Americans paid interpreters
more than twice what Jarvet was receiving. Jarvet defended his decision
to work for Spain and expressed his hope that Spanish authorities
would eventually recognize his merit and reward him accordingly, but
the Frenchmen were unconvinced. 63
Lucero had felt the conversation warranted a report to Alencaster,
who then questioned Vial and Jarvet, who confirmed Lucero's recollection of the event. Alencaster, who had believed Durocher and Lalande intended to make New Mexico their home, felt betrayed. He
consequently informed Salcedo he would not allow the pair to depart
New Mexico "without an express order from Your Excellency," for fear
they would pass on any intelligence they had gathered about the country to the Anglo-Americans. 64
The story of the men's conversation is even more intriguing if the
reader accepts the proposition that Jarvet may have known the two
Frenchmen in Illinois--and may even have enjoyed a business relationship with one of them (Lalande), as Delassus' letter to Casa Calvo
suggested. The quarrel, then, might have indicated more than mere
posturing by the Frenchmen. Business and betrayal could have been
the real, underlying issues.
Within a very few months Vial and Jarvet undertook yet a third
expedition to the country of the Pawnees. They departed Santa Fe on
April 24, 1806, but in less than a month, Alencaster had to report to
Salcedo that they had returned because their men had deserted. 65
In Chihuahua, even before Vial and Jarvet had set out on their illfated third expedition, Salcedo had decided to take matters into his
own hands. Responding to the by-now old Lewis and Clark crisis on
the northern frontier and a brand-new crisis on the eastern frontier,
on April 12 Salcedo had dispatched Facundo Melgares and sixty men
to assist the governor. Melgares was charged with first reconnoitering
the Red and Arkansas rivers in order to turn back an American exploring party directed by William Dunbar and led by Thomas Freeman,
an ambiguous reading, as the Spanish transcription for- the text in question shows:
Dice Lucero que observ6 repetida combersaciones [conversaciones) entre dichos
Franceses yO. Pedro Vial, y comprehendiendo alguna cosa pregunt6 repetidas veces
a On Pedro quien Ie esplic6 que dichos Franceses disputaban....
63. Ibid.
64. Ibid.
65. Alencaster, Santa Fe, to Salcedo, May 20 and May 30, 1806, MON, Legajo 17871807, Cuaderno 15, folio 146, 148-51; cited by Cook, Flood Tide of Empire, 471.
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should other Spanish forces dispatched from Texas fail in that endeavor.
Then Melgares was to turn northward toward the Pawnees. 66
Melgares left Santa Fe on June 15, 1806, with an enormous force
of 105 soldiers, 400 New Mexico militiamen, and 100 Indian allies. It
is not known whether Vial or Jarvet accompanied him. Somewhere on
the plains of Texas, Melgares faced a possible mutiny, but prompt action
quelled the discontent among his men. 67 Melgares never encountered
the Dunbar expedition; Spaniards who had been dispatched from Texas
overtook them and turned them back. 68 After marching 233 leagues
east, Melgares "met some Pani-Mahas who stole many of his horses,
and he took half his forces to the Republican River to meet the Pawnees,
with whom he made a treaty. "69 .
. When Melgares returned to Santa Fe on October 1, 1806, he brought
with him two more of the ubiquitous Frenchmen who traveled the
Great Plains and the ten-year-old, half-Indian son of Jarvet. Loomis
and Nasatir note Nuttall's suggestion that the boy's mother was most
likely a Texas Indian, but correctly point out that Melgares could have
. picked the boy up anywhere during his long journey.70 Nuttall may
have confused the Pani-Mahas, whose home was farther north, with
the Pani Piques, who were indigenous t~ Texas. 71 Since we now know
there was no connection between Jarvet, the French interpreter, and
Calbert, the Philadelphia Protestant, there is no reason to suspect Jarvet
fathered a son among the Texas Indians.
That the boy was indeed Jarvet's is confirmed by a letter from
Alencaster to Salcedo, in which the Governor reports: "The said Comandante [Melgares] has taken out from among said Pananas a boy
of ten years, son of interpreter Jarbet, with whom I have arranged he
66. Cook, Flood Tide of Empire, 477. The new crisis was the Freeman-Dunbar Expedition, also chartered by Jefferson, to navigate the Red River from eastern Texas to
its source.
67. Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 238.
68. Dan L. Flores, ed., Jefferson and Southwestern Exploration: The Freeman & Curtis
Accounts of the Red River Expedition of 1806 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1984),
198-206.
69. Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 238. Melgares' diary has not been found, so
much of what is known about the expedition actually has been reconstructed from the
journals of Zebulon Montgomery Pike, who unwittingly followed Melgares' path back
to Santa Fe, learning about the expedition from Indians along the way.
70. Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 238, 238n. In this, Loomis and Nasatir contradict
their earlier statement that the boy was found among the Pani in the Toavayas villages
on the Red River. Loomis and Nasatir, Pedro Vial, 172.
71: Grinnell, Pawnee Hero Stories, 215-31, 239-40.
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may live, if Your Excellency does not order the contrary."n According
to the same document, the two Frenchmen Melgares conducted to
Santa Fe were subsequently sent to Salcedo in Chihuahua. Loomis and
Nasatir claim that Jarvet's son also met this fate, but the document
contains no evidence to support this assertion, and Loomis and Nasatir
cite no other source to corroborate their statement. 73
Spain's repeated attempts to stop Lewis and Clark were to no avail.
By September 23, 1806, the intrepid explorers had arrived back at St.
Louis, two and a half years after starting out on their long journey.
The imminent threat to Spain's northern frontier abated, but only temporarily.
Jarvetcontinued to playa role in New Mexico's defense against
westward-moving Anglo-Americans. On February 27, 1807, he apparently apprehended Zebulon Pike camped alongside the Conejos River
within New Mexico's borders. Sources attribute Pike's arrest to "two
Frenchmen," acting as an advance party for a troop of militia out of
Santa Fe. Although the "two Frenchmen" are not named, they were
probably Vial and Jarvet. 74 Later, one of Pike's men approached Jarvet
after hearing that Spanish troops were being sent northward to scout
for more Americans. He told Jarvet "that they would be exposing themselves [to capture]," since Pike's superior officer, General Wilkinson,
had promised if Pike had not returned by Christmas, he would send
a force of "three or four thousand men" to rescue him. Nothing came
of the threat. 75
After 1807 Jarvet's name appears less frequently in Spanish documents, but often enough to establish his continuing presence in New
Mexico. In 1810, "Jose Jarvai," an "ynterpreter," was one of four individuals paid a variety of sums representing pensions and wages. 76
"Jose Jarbai" appears later that same year in a similar document. 77 A
letter dated December 19, 1810 "requires the presence of Don Jose Jarbet
in the capital."78 "Jarbay," IIServe," "Gervais," and "Charvet" are also
mentioned in documents and financial payment records in the years
72. Alencaster, Santa Fe, to Comandante-General, October 8, 1806, SANM II, roll
16, frames 253-54.
73. For Loomis and Nasatir's claims, see Pedro Vial, 455.
74. Cook, Flood Tide of Empire, 481-82.
75. Alencaster, Santa Fe, to Salcedo, April 15, 1807; Cook, Flood Tide of Empire, 486.
76. "Payments List," Santa Fe, March 8, 1810, SANM II, roll 17, frames 33-34.
77. Jose Manrrique, Santa Fe, to Nemesio Salcedo, November 20, 1810, SANM II,
roll 17, frames 258-302.
78. Miscellaneous correspondence, Santa Fe, December 19, 1810, SANM II, roll 17,
frame 332.
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1812, 1814, 1818, and 1819, respectively.79 Jarvet did not "drop from
sight in New Mexican records between 1810 and 1819," as Cook suggested.
Indeed, having succeeded Vial (who had died in Santa Fe in 1814)
as the province's most experienced scout, Jarvet was tapped for yet
another important expedition in either 1818 or 1819. The Spanish authorities had been alarmed by reports of a "Yellowstone Expedition"
of twelve hundred men passing through St. Louis under the command
of Benjamin O'Fallon and intending to join three hundred others at La
Bellefontaine (thirty-five miles northwest of Kaskaskia) before continuing on to the Yellowstone River-;-all for the purpose ofinvading New
Mexico!BO The governor of New Mexico, now Facuri.do Melgares, sent
"Interpreter Charvet" and fifteen men to reconnoiter the area "as far
as the neighborhood of the Yellowstone." Melgares reported, "[Charvet]
has not been able to acquire any news of the march of the AngloAmericans," and attempted to assuage the Viceroy's fears by apprising
him of the great distances from the Yellowstone River to the headwaters
of the Rio Grande (200 leagues) and from the Yellowstone to Santa Fe
(300 leagues), which he added, was an even greater distance than from
Santa Fe to St. Louis. Based 'on the information gathered by Jarvet and
his party, Melgares also reported he thought it highly unlikely the
Anglo-Americans would penetrate the province. Nevertheless, he
promised to take "proper measures to impede them" and to maintain
"spies and confidential agents who would communicate news of the
movements of the foreigners."BI
'
Jarvet's name does drop from sight in the New Mexico archives
79. Valentin Moreno, "Accounts of Expenditure on Indian Allies," Santa Fe, January
3D, 1812, SANM II, roll 17, frames 440-76; [Governor Alberto Maynes?], Santa Fe, drafts
of eight letters onadministrative affairs and the arrival of four French trappers, SANM
II, roll 17, frames 1086-90; Jose Mana de Arze, "An Account of Expenses Related to
Supplying Allied Indians," Santa Fe;, October 31, 1818, SANM II, roll 19, frames 97-98;
, Facundo Melgares, "Receipts," Santa Fe, October 30, 1819, SANM II, roll 19, frame 585,
80. Venadito [Viceroy of New Spain], Mexico City, to First Secretary of State, September 30, 1819, AGI, Legajo 14; cited by Alfred B. Thomas, "The Yellowstone River,
James Long and Spanish Reaction to American Intrusion into Spanish Dominions, 18181819," New Mexico Historical RevieW 2 (April 1929), 164-77. O'Fallon was actually' the
Indian Agent for the Missouri River and only accompanied the troops, which were led
by,Colonel Henry Atkinson. For a fuller account of the expedition, see Edgar B. Wesley,
"A Still Larger View of the So-Called Yellowstone Expedition," North Dakota Historical
Quarterly 5 (July 1931), 219-38.
81. Venadito, Mexico City, to First Secretary of State, September 30, 1819, Legajo
14, AGI; and Melgares, Santa 'Fe, to Comandante-General, July 9, 1819 (copy no. 4
included as part of aforementioned document); cited by Thomas, "Yellowstone River,"
164, 170-72.
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after 1819. It has been suggested Jarvet left New Mexico territory, only
to resurface in Oregon as the fur trapper, Joseph Gervais. In Flood Tide
of Empire, Cook wrote: "Revolutionary tunnoil in Spanish colonies would
make life on the Willamette seem much more inviting [than life in New
Mexico J. An accomplice in the attempt to thwart Lewis and Clark would
have good reason to keep much of his biography a secret from his
Oregon neighbors, and posterity."82 Historian Kenneth Holmes and
others have written accounts of Joseph Gervais' life. The Oregon trapper was born in 1777 at Maskinonge, Canada, and died July 13, 186t
at the age of eighty-four, in the Willamette Valley. Gervais (or "Jerve/'
as his name was sometimes spelled) left home at about the age of
twenty in 1797, traveling to the Arkansas River to hunt buffalo for the
New Orleans market. Upon learning that Wilson P. Hunt was in St.
Louis engaging men to go to Oregon as employees of his Pacific Fur
Company, Gervais signed on for the overland expedition in August
1810, departing for Mackinac within a few days. The thirty-four men
of the expedition spent the winter of 1810-1811 encamped just north
of St. Louis under Hunt's command, then moved on toward the Pacific
Northwest, reaching Astoria in February 1812. For the next two years,
Gervais worked as a voyageur. He is known to have spent the period
from April 4, 1814, to May I, 1814, at the fort in Astoria (Fort George),
from which place he moved on to Fort William, to the northwest shore
of Lake Superior, before finally settling in the Willamette Valley.83 A
cursory examination of the comings and goings of both Jarvet and
Gervais shows that it is simply not possible for them to have been one
and the same.
Finally, there remains the question of Jarvet's possible descendants. According to Fray Angelico Chavez, a Jose Exarve had three
sons, Jose Serve, Jose Manuel Serve, and Luis Serve, all of whom
resided in the Taos area in the early 1800s. The boys' mother was
described as a woman '''de la nacion del Norte' (Plains Indians?)."84
Because no other documents have been located that would provide a
82. Cook, Flood Tide of Empire, 513n.
83. Kenneth L. Holmes, "Joseph Gervais," in Hafen, The Mountain Men, 7:131-33;
see also Kenneth W. Porter, "Roll of the Overland Historians," Oregon Historical Quarterly
34 (June 1933), 103-4, 108; John Minto, "From Youth to Age as an American," Oregon
Historical Quarterly 9 (May and June 1908), 73, 157; Thomas Vaughan and Martin Winch,
"Joseph Gervais, A Familiar Mystery Man," Oregon Historical Quarterly 66 (December
1965), 332-33.
,
84. Fray Angelico Chavez, "Addenda to New Mexico Family Names," EI Palacio.64
(May-June 1957), 186-87.
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solution to this intriguing riddle, the question ofJarvet's progeny must
remain a mystery-at least for the present.
After all is said and done, are we any closer to identifying the
elusive Jose Jarvet? A little. If we still cannot say with absolute certainty
who Jarvet was, we can certainly say who he was not. He was not
Joseph Calve, the French trader who owned property in St. Charles
and Portage des Sioux, as suggested by Donald Jackson. Neither was
he Joseph Gervais, the Oregon trapper, as Warren Cook speculated.
Nor was he Jose Calbert [Galves], the Philadelphia Protestant, whose
adventures in Texas constitute an interesting, but unrelated, story.
More than likely, Jarvet's origins were in the southern Illinois provinces
and he drifted across the Plains, like any number of men of similar
background who looked to the frontier for subsistence and adventure.
But unlike so many of his compatriots, Jarvet's skills as an interpreter,
and his loyalty to the Spanish government during a time of turmoil,
have elevated his standing and transformed him into an historical
figure, interesting in his own right.
,.~
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General Garland's War:
The Mescalero Apache Campaigns,

1854-1855
KELLY R. HAYS

During the nineteenth century, the Mescalero Apaches, a tribe consisting of small mobile groups of hunters, gatherers, and raiders, occupied the mountain ranges and basins of southeastern New Mexico,
western Texas, and northern Mexico. The acquisition of New Mexico
following the Mexican War brought the United States government and
the Mescaleros into almost immediate conflict. This tribe, among others, repeatedly proved an enigma to the successive governments of
Spain and Mexico from the beginning occupation in the seventeenth
century until 1846. Until then, all efforts to control or conquer these
Indians met with defeat. As a result in 1846, the United States inherited
an Indian problem of major proportions. Consequently, the U.S. military forces occupying New Mexico promised to protect the region's
citizens from Indian assaults. The army's attitude was typified by the
ideology of men like Stephen Watts Kearny, who held a strong belief
in American superiority which he, in turn, expected the Indians to
recognize. This attitude signaled the beginning of almost four decades
Kelly R. Hays received bachelor's degrees in history and anthropology and a master's
degree in history from New Mexico State University. He is currently a 'doctoral candidate
in history at the University of Missouri-Columbia, and is writing a dissertation concerning race, class, and gender in Cairo, Illinois, during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
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of conflict between the United States Army and some of the tribes of
New Mexico. 1
.
During the 1850s, the U.S. Army was assigned the important task
of policing the territory. This included protecting Anglo and Hispano
ranches and recent emigrants from Texas, as well as gold seekers on
their journeys to California. It soon became apparent, however, that
the Mescaleros, threatened by Hispano and Anglo-European expansion, would pose a barrier. The Mescaleros responded to the increased
population by stealing settlers' sheep and cattle, and waylaying travelers along the Jornada del Muerto and San Antonio-EI Paso road. 2
Consequently, General John Garland, commander of the Department
of New Mexico, would launch a series of military campaigns into the
heart of the Mescaleros' homeland as part of an extensive effort to
subjugate New Mexico's Indian tribes. 3
Prior to 1854, New Mexico's inhabitants had experienced increased
difficulties with the Mescaleros. Because of the surge in population
and the subsequent reduction in the region's wild game, the Indians
increasingly were forced to steal stock from settlements, such as Dona
Ana and Socorro, to survive. As a result, the army stationed soldiers
at Dona Ana to protect settlers residing in the Rio Grande valley from
Apache raiders. Eventually, Fort Fillmore was established in 1851 near
Las Cruces to fulfill this function. 4 In 1852, however, following a quarrel
with the Comanches, the Mescaleros sought peace with the military.
In July of that year, Colonel Edwin V. Sumner and Acting Superinten1. Harry W. Basehart, "The Resource Holding Corporation Among the Mescalero
Apache," Southwestern Journal of Anthropology 23 (Autumn 1967), 277-78; Frederick W.
Hodge, Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico, 2 vols. (Washington, D.C: Government Printing Office, 1907), 1:846; William A. Keleher, Turmoil in Nl?lo Mexico, 18461868 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1983), 65; Francis Paul Prucha, The
Great Father: The United States Government and the Indians (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1984), 125.
2. Robert W. Frazer, Forts and Supplies: The Role of the Army in the Economy of the
Southwest, 1846--1861 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1983), 36; James
L. Haley, Apaches: A History and Culture Portrait (Garden City, New York: Doubleday and
Co., 1981), 30. The San Antonio--EI Paso road was opened by the military in 1849. It
subsequently became a significant route for supplying military installations in southern
New Mexico and also served as an important corridor' for mail and civilian traveL The
Jornada del Muerto or "Passage of Death" consisted of the one-hundred-mile stretch of
the Camino Real (Royal Road) north of El Paso. It was consistently the target of Mescalero
raids as early as the 1690s.
3. Annual Report of the Secretary of War, 1854, serial 747 (Washington, D.C: Government Printing Office), 35; C L. Sonnichsen, The Mescalero Apaches (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1973), 68.
4. Basehart, "Resource Holding Corporation," 4-5.
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dent of Indian Affairs for New Mexico John Grenier negotiated a peace
treaty with a number of Mescalero leaders at Santa Fe. s In the eyes of
the government, this agreement was intended to end all hostilities
between the Mescaleros and New' Mexicans, and at the same time place
the Indians under the laws and jurisdiction of the United States. government. 6
The treaty of 1852 brought only a brief interval of peace to southeastern New Mexico. Once again hostilities resumed during the summer of 1853 as Mescaleros raided settlements along the Rio Grande
and attacked travelers on the San Antonio-El Paso road. Governor
David Meriwether believed the current situation to be far from satisfactory: "Scarcely a day passes over without the commission of some
theft, robbery, or murder.... Few individuals will travel from one
county seat to another."? In June, Indians identified as Mescaleros from
the White and Sacramento Mountains stole stock from ranches two
miles above Fort Conrad. 8 In early August, a wagon train belonging
to L. Rhines was attacked by approximately one hundred Mescaleros
while camped at Hueco Tanks, east of El Paso, Texas. The. Indians
succeeded in stealing twenty-seven animals and killing four men. Reports of similar raids soon followed. Unfortunately, as in many instances of Indian-white relations, Sumner and Grenier failed to
understand that although they had made an agreement with several
bands of Mescaleros, it was not necessarily binding upon all members
of the trib~.9
Meanwhile in Santa Fe, Meriwether believed that if efforts were
5. Charles J. Kappler, Indian Treaties, 1778-1883 (New York:lnterland Publishing,
1972), 598. This treaty was signed by five Mescalero leaders: Buentas Azules, Blancito,
Negrito, Capitan Simon, and Capitan Vuelta.
6. Ibid.; 598~600; Alfred B. Thomas and Averam B. Bender, Apache Indians XI (New
York: Garland Publishing, 1974), 93-102.
7. Annie Heloise Abel, ed., "Indian Affairs in New Mexico under the Administration of William Carr Lane. From the Journal of John Ward," New Mexico Historical Review
16 (April 1941), 348-49. David W. Meriwether served as governor and superintendent
of Indian Affairs for New Mexico from July 1853 to January 1855; Annual Report of the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1853, serial 710 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing
Office), 430; Robert M. Utley, "Captain John Pope's Plan of 1853 for the Frontier Defense
of New Mexico," Arizona and the West 5 (Summer 1963), 154-55.
8. Frazer, Forts and Supplies, 63-64. Fort Conrad was located on the west bank of
the Rio Grande, twenty-five miles below Socorro and ten miles above the northern end
of the Jornada del Muerto.
9. Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1853, serial 710, 430; McFerran
to Assistant Adjutant General (AAG), August 8, 1853, Letters Received, Department of
New Mexico, Microfilm Publication M-1120, roll 1, Record Group 393 (hereafter LR,
Dept. NM, M-1120, RG 393).
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David Meriwether, governor of the
territory of New Mexico, date unknown. Photograph by B. Billian,
courtesy of Museum of New Mexico, negative no. 10303.

not taken quickly to curb these raids, there would be serious consequences; exorbitant damage claims might be filed against the federal
government and New Mexico's citizens might lose faith in the military's
ability to protect them. He believed that "the government must either
feed or clothe the Indians or chastise them. "10 Whichever course Washington chose to pursue, Meriwether urged officials to act decisively.
Despite the alarming events that Meriwether described, Secretary of
War Jefferson Davis reported to President Franklin Pierce that New
Mexico had been comparatively free from Indian disturbances throughout the year, which, technically, was correct. Why then would Governor Meriwether argue for such radical measures? Probably to stimulate
Washington into allocating additional money, troops, and supplies for
New Mexico's future defense. 11
It is likely that some of the raids in southeastern New Mexico and
west Texas were conducted by Mescaleros residing in the vicinity of
the White Mountains. However, many of those occurring along the
San Antonio-El Paso road were probably committed by Mescaleros
inhabiting the Davis Mountains in west Texas. Nevertheless, the army
in the Southwest, consistent with military policy elsewhere in the United
States, failed to discriminate between guilty and innocent bands. This
10. Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1853, serial 710, 430.
11. Ibid.; Annual Report of the Secretary of War, 1853, serial 691, 430; A. B. Bender,
"Frontier Defense in the Territory of New Mexico, 1853-1861," New Mexico Historical
Review 9 (October 1934), 346.
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tendency created even more friction between the Mescaleros and New
Mexicans.
There are four possible reasons for the breakdown of peace and
the resurgence of Mescalero hostilities in 1853. First, the government
failed to take full advantage of some Mescalero bands' desire for peace,
which had first been indicated in 1852. In an attempt to reaffirm their
wish for peace, a group of Mescaleros, including the important leader
Josecito, had visited Meriwether's predecessor, Governor William Carr
Lane, in June 1853. 12 In a long discussion between Lane and the Indians, Josecito informed Lane that all Mescalero leaders preferred peace
with the Anglos: Josecito also asked that the government uphold its
promise to establish a mi~itary post in the heart of Mescalero country
"so the bad people which they have among them could be made to
respect the treaty."13 Moreover, Josecito's statement indicates a lack of
consensus within the tribe. He admitted that although he did not have
sufficient power to control the behavior of other Mescalero bands, he
promised to do everything in his power to induce them to respect the
treaty. This autonomy among bands was typical of the political structure of many Native American groups. Following this meeting, Lane,
unaware that the opportunity existed for him to end hostilities, presented Josecito with a silver medal and some agricultural utensils,and
then sent him on his way.14
Second, in an attempt to settle New Mexico's roving bands of
Indians, Lane made unauthorized agreements with many Apache tribes.
In one of these provisional treaties involving the Mescaleros, he promised to sustain the tribe for four years and provide agricultural implements. Unfortunately, the Senate of the United States failed to ratify
Lane's treaties, and when Meriwether assumed office, he was forced
to discontinue the program due to its expense. As a result, the Indians
complained of the government's bad faith. Consequently, this incident
did little to strengthen government-Indian relations in New Mexico. 1s
Third, between the years 1851 and 1853, Colonel Sumner' established the outposts of Fillmore, Conrad, Thorn, Webster, and Los Lunas
12. Keleher, Turmoil in New Mexico, 131. William Carr Lane succeeded James S.
Calhoun as governor and superintendent of Indian Affairs for New Mexico on September
13,1852.
13. Abel, "Indian Affairs in New Mexico," 343. This statement refers to the treaty
concluded between the Mescaleros and John Grenier in 1852.
14. Ibid.
15, Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1854 serial 746, 374; Donald
E. Worcester, The Apaches: Eagles of the Southwest (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1979), 58,
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to protect settlers from Apache raids. This increased military supervision created tension and interfered with Mescalero forays into north.ern Mexico, Arizona, and west Texas. 16
Finally, the increasing number of settlers entering New Mexico
and passing through the territory on their way to other regions interfered with the mobility of many of the Southwest's nomadic people.
As a result, they found it difficult to maintain their former life-style.
Because of the amount of contact between settlers and Indians, the
nature and diversity of the two cultures, and the struggle for New
Mexico's limited resources, conflict proved inevitableY
For all these reasons, then, Mescalero raids were on the increase.
Events reached a tragic climax in late August 1853 when Mescaleros
attacked an emigrant train bound for California, driving off 150 head
of stock. Ten of the settlers were subsequently killed in Dog Canyon
in the Sacramento Mountains while attempting to recover their property. As a result, in October General Garland decided to dispatch a
military expedition against the Mescaleros residing in the White and
Sacramento Mountains, believing them to be responsible. IS
In January 1854, Garland ordered Lieutenant Colonel Daniel T.
Chandler, Third Infantry, to lead a force of 150 men from Fort Conrad
into the White Mountains. 19 Chandler's objective was to locate the
principal Mescalero chiefs and to demand that they deliver the murderers of the California emigrants, if they were found to be among
their bands. Further, the Indians were to supply remuneration for all
stolen property. If these demands were not met, Chandler was to attack
them without hesitation. He was also instructed to gather geographical
16. Robert M. Utley, Frontiersmen in Blue: The United States Army and the Indian, 18481865 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1967), 78.
17. Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1853, serial 710, 430; Annual
Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1854, serial 746, 379; D. W. Meinig, Southwest:
Three Peoples in Geographical Change, 1600-1970 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1971),
32-33. For more information on the Mescaleros' sociopolitical and economic systems,
see Basehart, "Resource Holding Corporation."
18. Garland to Cooper, October 28, 1853, Letters Received by the Office of the
Adjutant General (main series), 1822-1860, Microfilm Publication M-567, ro1l481, Record
Group 94 (hereafter LR, Adj. Gen., M-567, RG 94).
19. Nichols to Ewell, December 7, 1853, Letters Sent by the Ninth Military Department, Department of New Mexico and District of New Mexico, 1849-1890, Microfilm
Publication M-1On, roll I, Record Group·393 (hereafter LS, Dept. NM, M-1On, RG 393);
Nichols to Chandler, December 11, 1853, LS, Dept. NM, M-1On, roll 1, RG 393. Chandler's forces consisted of Company I, Third Infantry; a small detachment of Company
K, Second Dragoons; and reinforced by troops from Fort Fillmore and Los Lunas.
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data with a view toward establishing a military post in the Rio Bonito
area. 20
Chandler and his men set out from Fort Conrad, traveling south
to Dona Ana and then into the White Mountains.- He and his command
explored and mapped the Rio Bonito area without discovering any
Mescaleros. After three weeks of searching, Chandler's forces returned
to Fort Conrad tired and discouraged, having failed to accomplish their
primary objective. Nevertheless, Chandler gained valuable information concerning the region's terrain and found what he believed to be
an excellent location for a military post near the junction of the Rio
Bonito and Rio Ruidoso. However, Garland.1acked sufficient resources
to establish a fort at this time. 21
Despite Chandler's efforts, the Mescaleros continued their raids
throughout 1854. In March, the region surrounding Fort Conrad became a target of these attacks when five Mescaleros stole horses from
a ranch one mile from the post. Meanwhile, it was discovered that
Indians had driven off two hundred sheep from a location opposite
San Pedro, about ten miles from Fort Conrad. Chandler immediately
dispatched troops to catch the thieves, but the soldiers failed to recover
the stolen property. Following this event, Chandler recommended that.
another punitive expedition quickly be launched against the Mescaleros. 22
During the summer of 1854, Mescaleros sporadically attacked traffic on the San Antonio-El Paso road. In June, they fired on the mail
stage and ambushed several emigrant trains at Eagle Springs, killing
people and stealiIlg over two hundred head of cattle. 23 In addition,
Mescaleros drove off stock from the vicinity of Anton Chico and Bosque
Redondo, located on the Rio Pecos east of Albuquerque. Meriwether
and Garland believed that the Mescaleros, along with other hostile
tribes such as the Utes and Jicarillas,_ should be aggressively punished.
Consequently, on June 17 Garland ordered Chandler once again to lead
an expedition against the Mescaleros. He was instructed to proceed to
the Rio Bonito, locate the Indians, and demand the return of the stolen
property and the surrender of those responsible for the Eagle Springs
20. Nichols to Chandler, December 11, 1853, LS, M-1072, roll 1, RG 393. The Rio
Bonito is located approximately ten miles north of present-day Ruidoso, New Mexico.
21. Frazer, Forts and Supplies, 5-6; Garland to Thomas, March 27, 1854, LR, Adj.
Gen., M-567, roll 497, RG 94.
22. Chandler to AAG, March 21,1854, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 3, RG 393.
23. Frazer, Forts and Supplies, 221. Eagle Springs is located in eastern Hudspeth
County, Texas.
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murders. If the Mescaleros refused or attempted to avoid his forces,
Chandler was ordered to attack and to take hostages. 24
On June 22, 'Chandler departed Fort Craig with a detachment of
fifty-one dragoons and infantry and proceeded south toward the White
Mountains in search of the Mescaleros' trail. 25 His forces were supplemented en route by a battalion of infantry from Fort Fillmore. The
entire command then continued up the Rio Tularosa, crossed the Sacramento Mountains, and scouted along the Rio Hondo. 26 There Chan. dler and his men were greeted by a Mescalero man bearing a white
flag. After a short discussion with the aid of an interpreter, Chandler
persuaded the Indian to find the Mescalero head men and return with
them for a conference. A few days later, Chandler and his men were
confronted by the leaders Negrito, Jose, Pluma, and a son of Gomez. 27
Upon the Mescaleros' arrival, Chandler presented them with Garland's demands, calling for the surrender of those Indians involved in
the recent murders on the San Antonio-EI Paso road. Although the
leaders claimed that the guilty Indians were not from th~ir bands but
from Santa Ana's, they promised to deliver them to Chandler within
four days. It later became obvious, however, that the Indians were not
planning to return and had used this merely as a ruse to gain time to
escape with their families. A few days later Chandler attempted to pick
up the Mescaleros' trail. He was unable to locate the Indians because
heavy rains had obliterated all traces of their departure. Frustrated,
Chandler reported to Garland:
These Indians had now been distinctly notified that unless your
demands were complied with, we were going to war, that, as it
is impossible for us, to know what bands commit depredations,
the war will be carried on against each and every Mescalero and
Jicarilla Apache that we can find, that in other words, the whole
tribe will be responsible for the misdeeds of individuals. 28
Following an exhausting two-month search of the surrounding region,
24. Annual Report of the Secretary of War, 1854, serial 746, 35; Nichols to Chandler,
June 17, 1854, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, roll 1, RG 393.
25. Frazer, Forts and Supplies, 92. General Garland began the construction of Fort
Craig in 1853. On March 31, 1854, the garrison of Fort Conrad, commanded by Chandler,
abandoned that post in favor of the more suitable location of Fort Craig.
26. The Rio Tularosa is located approximately two miles north of Tularosa, New
Mexico. The Rio Hondo flows from the Sacramento Mountains east into the Rio Pecos.
27. Chandler to AAG, August 10, 1854, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 3, RG 393.
28. Ibid.
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throughout which the Mescaleros successfully avoided his forces,
Chandler returned to Fort Craig on August 7, 1854. 29
Chandler's second campaign, like his first, ended in failure. Poor
scouts, bad weather, and an ignorance of New Mexico's geography
and natives had all hampered his efforts. As a result, Chandler's two
expeditions accomplished little more than to increase tension between
Mescaleros and settlers, although he did succeed in acquiring additional understanding concerning the region's topography.30
While Chandler was attempting to locate Mescaleros in the Rio
Bonito area, Major James H. Carleton, commander of Albuquerque's
garrison, was also confronted by them. In early July, fifty Mescaleros
drove off sheep from the vicinity of Anton Chico. At the same time,
the Indians also stole horses and mules from wagon trains camped in
Canyon Blanco north of Anton Chico. Although Carleton possessed
only a meager garrison, he believed "the effect of [a] sudden and vigorous pursuit from an unexpected for quarter [sic] would be so great
upon the Mescaleros at this early stage of troubles with them."31 Subsequently, Carleton requested that Lieutenant Isiah H. Moore, First
Dragoons, stationed at Los Lunas, lead an expedition to recover the
stolen property and to punish the Indians. 32
.
Moore departed Albuquerque on July 10 as instructed. Following
a thorough scout of the area near Anton Chico,' he and his forces
trekked south toward the Gallinas Mountains. Failing to pick up the
Indians' trail, Moore then ventured southeast, searching in vain down
the Rio Pecos before veering west into the Capitan Mountains in a final
attempt to intersect the Mescaleros' path. Midway through the Capitans, Moore discovered their trail which was littered with dead sheep.
It indicated that they had fled west in the direction of the Sierra Oscuras. Due to the lack of water, the fatigued condition of his men and
horses, and the encumbrance of a twelve-pound mountain howitzer
which Carleton had insisted be brought along, however, Moore decided
to end his pursuit and return to Los Lunas. 33
As a result of Chandler's and Moore's unsuccessful expeditions,
29. Ibid.

30. Chandler to AAG, July 10, 1854, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 3, RG 393; John
U. Terrell, Apache Chronicle (New York: World Publishing, 1972), 204-5.
.31. Carleton to AAG, July 10,1854, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 3, RG 393. Carleton
believed that the Mescaleros would not expect to be attacked by troops from the north.
32. Ibid.; Carleton to Moore, July 10, 1854, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 3, RG 393.
Moore marched a detachment of Company G, First Dragoons, to Albuquerque where
Carleton provided him with additional troops from Company K, First Dragoons.
33. Moore to AAG, July 28, 1854, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 3, RG 393.
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Richard S. Ewell in-his Confederate
general's uniform, c. 186Os. Photograph courtesy of the National Archives.

combined with repeated Mescalero raids between the Rio Pecos and
the Rio Grande, Meriwether and Garland decided against sending further punitive expeditions against the Mescaleros. Instead, they planned
a major campaign to subjugate the Indians totally and to force them
to remain on a reservation. 34 In January 1855, Garland launched a series
of extensive maneuvers into the heart of the Mescaleros' territory in a
final attempt to end their attacks swiftly and decisively. He instructed
Captain Richard S. Ewell, a veteran of the Mexican War, to take a force
of eighty-one men to investigate the mounting claims of Indian depredations in the vicinity of Anton Chico. 35 Simultaneously, Garland
ordered eighty troops from Fort Fillmore under Captain Henry Stanton
34. Henry W. Basehart, "Mescalero Apache Subsistence Patterns and Sociopolitical
Organization," Apache Indians XII (New York: Garland Publishing, 1974), 121. Throughout
December 1854, bands of Mescaleros and Jicarilla Apaches were accused of stealing stock
from settlers in southeastern New Mexico and west Texas. In most instances, only a few
animals were taken. However, in one case, 1,200 sheep were reported stolen and three
shepherds murdered. Nichols to Miles, December 26,1854, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, roll
1, RG 393.
35. Francis B. Heitman, Historical Register and Dictionary of the United States Army:
From Its Organization, September 29, '1789 to September 29, 1889 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1903),410. Richard Stoddert Ewell was born in Virginia. Graduating from the United States Military Academy in July 1836, he participated in the
battles of Contreras and Churubusco during the Mexican War. Following his expedition
against the Mescaleros, he fought against the Gila Apaches in 1857. The following year,
he was placed in command of Fort Buchanan, New Mexico. For more information on
Ewell's career, see Captain Percy G. Hamlin, ed., The Making of a Soldier: Letters of General
R. S. Ewell (Richmond, Virginia: Whittet and Shepperson, 1935).
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to proceed to the Capitan Mountains where they were ordered to rendezvous with Ewell's command. Combined they would find and punish the Mescaleros. 36
Following his arrival at Anton Chico, Ewell was informed that the
Indians had fled south. Subsequently, he and his command traveled
down the Rio Pecos in an attempt to intercept them. Eventually Ewell's
forces found themselves at the Rio Ruidoso, where they joined Stanton
and his men on January 7. The two commands then moved south
toward the Sacramento Mountains, following an old cattle trail. By the
seventeenth, they were camped on the banks of the Rio Penasco. Although Ewell and hi? forces had thus far seen no Mescaleros, the
Indians were un.doubtedly aware of the soldiers' presence. 3?
On the evening of the seventeenth, Mescaleros using bows and
firearms attacked Ewell's camp.38 When the Indians failed to drive the
soldiers away, they attempted to burn them out. But this attempt also
failed,' and the next morning the Mescaleros reappeared even more
determined to force Ewell's command to retreat. Employing hit-andrun tactics,' the Indians opposed the soldiers' advance through their
country the entire day until Ewell was compelled to send skirmishers
ahead in an effort to clear a safe path. Assuming that the Indians were
attempting to prevent his forces from reaching their camp, Ewell continued his advance undaunted. The rigors of a winter campaign, however, and the repeated attacks of the Mescaleros took a heavy toll on
his men and horses. Nevertheless,. Ewell's soldiers managed to kill
fifteen Indians by the close of the day. 39
The climax of Ewell's operations occurred on the eighteenth when
his forces approached the first of the Mescaleros' now-abandoned encampments. After setting up camp at about 3 P.M., Ewell ordered
36. Nichols to Ewell, December 21, 1854, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, roll 1, RG 393;
Nichols to Miles, December 6, 1854, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, rollI, RG 393.
37. Annual Report of the Secretary of War, 1855, serial 811, 59; Clinton E. Brooks and
Frank D. Reeve, eds., Forts and Forays: James A. Bennett, A Dragoon in New Mexico, 18501856 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1948), 60..
38. Haley, Apaches, 109-11, 115. Apache arrows were usually constructed from either
hardwood or reed. The points were typically made by whittling the arrow tips to a point
and hardening them with fire. However, stone projectile p'oints were also used when
materials were readily available. Although seemingly unimpressive, an Apache bow,
averaging three to four feet in length, could drive an arrow into its target with surprising
force, having an effective range of 100 to 150 yards. The only firearms the Apaches
possessed were those which they stole or traded for, and ammunition was always at a
premium.
'
39. Annual Report of the Secretary of War, 1855, serial 811, 60; Ewell to AAG, February
10, 1855, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 4, RG 393.
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Stanton to take a small detachment to investigate a cluster of abandoned
lodges located in a valley five hundred yards distant. Upon reaching
the location, Stanton saw an Indian apparently attempting to escape
and quickly charged after him, followed by a few of his men. Before
Stanton realized what was happening, he had blundered into a trap
of mounted Mescalero warriors. In the skirmish that followed, the
soldiers were routed and Stanton and a dragoon private were soon
killed. Ewell, hearing shots, quickly sent reinforcements. But it was
too late to save Stanton, and Ewell's men succeeded only in dispersing
the Indians. Two days later, short of food and horses, Ewell and his
weary command gave up and headed for Los Lunas. Mescalero smoke
signals sighted on his return satisfied Ewell that the Indians had withdrawn southeast with their families to the refuge of the Guadalupe
Mountains. The Mescalero warriors had slowed the soldiers' progress
long enough to allow their families to escape. This incident illustrates
that Mescalero braves, well armed and mounted, were more than a
match for U.S. troops.40 .
On February 23, perhaps in retaliation for Ewell's operations in
the Sacramentos, fifteen Indians believed to be Mescaleros attacked an
army grazing camp east of Los Lunas. Stealthily moving into the camp,
the warriors pulled the tent down over its occupants, firing arrows
into it. They succeeded in wounding three of the four soldiers inside
before being driven away. It was discovered later that the Indians had
informed some nearby Hispanos that their goal was to kill soldiers,
not to steal the animals. 41
While Ewell and his command were occupied with the Mescaleros
along the Rio Penasco, ten Mescaleros on January 11 had attacked the
Eaton Ranch twenty miles from Albuquerque in the Galisteo area,
raping a woman, killing one herder, and wounding another. They also
drove off seventy-five horses and mules. Captain Samuel D. Sturgis,
First Dragoons, with eighteen soldiers and six civilians including Mr.
Eaton, quickly left Santa Fe to intercept the marauders. 42 Sturgis soon
picked up the Indians' trail and followed it southeast for more than
40. Annual Report of the Secretary of War, 1855, serial 811, 59-60; Brooks and Reeve,
Forts and Forays, 60-61; Ewell to AAG, February 10, 1855, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll
4, RG 393.
.
41. Annual Report of the Secretary of War, 1855, serial 811, 61.
42. Heitman, Historical Register, 93. Samuel Davis Sturgis was born in Pennsylvania.
He graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1842 and in 1854, prior to his
Mescalero campaign, fought against the Jicarilla Apaches. Sturgis would later participate
in the second Battle of Bull Run and the Battle of Fredericksburg during the Civil War;
Utley, Frontiersmen in Blue, 145.
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one hundred miles. His command finally overtook the Indians at 9:00
on January 19, 'forty-five miles northeast of the Capitan Mountains. Several Indians were sighted emerging from a small wooded
area, and discovering the presence of the soldiers, they turned and
fled toward the cover of the trees. 43 Sturgis and his soldiers immediately
discarded their bulky winter overcoats and charged forward to intercept
the Indians before they could reach the woods. Within fifty yards of
the Mescaleros, the soldiers opened fire. The Indians returned the shots
and made a desperate effort to escape. Unable to reload their weapons
because of the extreme cold, Sturgis and his men charged the Indians
with their sabres, cutting down three. 44 Sturgis then ordered his men
to draw their pistols and charge the remaining Indians; however, they
escaped into the woods, leaving behind the stolen stock. Eaton and
three dragoons were. wounded during this brief encounter. Sturgis,
believing that a superior Indian force might be in the vicinity, deemed
it prudent to head northwest to the safety of Anton Chico. 45
In an attempt to place further pressure on the Mescaleros, Garland
sent his son-in-law, Major James Longstreet, to operate in the region
between the Guadalupe Mountains and Hueco Tanks, east of EI Paso. 46
Longstreet was ordered to coordinate his operations with either Ewell ":.
or with troops under Major John S. Simonson from the Department j
of Texas, who was also operating against Indians throughout the regionY
Longstreet, leaving Fort Bliss on January 24 with fifty-four men,
thoroughly scouted the area surrounding Hueco Tanks. Observing smoke
rising from the direction of the Guadalupes, he turned his command
northward on the twenty-eighth in an attempt to locate its source. At
6:00 P.M., Longstreet discovered the trail of eight or ten Indians driving
forty head of cattle into the Guadalupe range. Longstreet's guide believed the party was probably headed for a spring a few miles distant.
In an effort to surprise the Indians, Longstreet led a portion of his
A.M.

43. Meriwether to Manypenny, January' 31, 1855, Letters Received by the Office of
Indian Affairs, Microfilm Publication M-234, roll 547, Record Group 75 (hereafter LR,
OIA, M-234, RG 75).
44. Ibid.; Sturgis to Nichols, January 22, 1855, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 4, RG
393.
45. Ibid.

46. Heitman, Historical Register, 640-41. James Longstreet, nicknamed "Old Pete,"
was born in South Carolina. He graduated from the United States Military Academy in
1838 and was involved in the battles of Contreras, Churubusco, and Molino del Rey
during the Mexican War. Longstreet subsequently served with the Confederate Army
during the Civil War, eventually reaching the rank of Lieutenant General.
47. Annual Report of the Secretary of War, 1855, serial 811, 59.
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James Longstreet, c. 1860s. Photograph courtesy of the National Archives.

command to the location by moonlight. He was disappointed, however, when he discovered that the Indians had departed. Still, Longstreet's guide assured him that the Mescaleros had only a few hours'
head start and could be easily overtaken. 48
Longstreet, following the Indians' trail, led his command into the
Guadalupes, leaving a few men behind to guard the bulky wagons and
supplies. The march was made especially difficult by the rugged terrain.
By the end of the following day, his men were exhausted and without
water. At this point, Longstreet decided to return to his wagons so
that his men could recuperate. It was not long before Longstreet once
again set out after the Indians, this time employing pack mules to carry
water. Unfortunately, the terrain was too rough even for mules; they
broke down before the soldiers had located any trail. Longstreet, discouraged, decided to await the arrival of either Ewell or Simonson at
a nearby spring before renewing the pursuit. To compound Longstreet's problems, on February 2 the body of their guide was discovered
stripped of clothing and filled with arrows. Thus far, Longstreet's expedition had been a complete failure. 49
Finally on the ninth at noon, Simonson and his command arrived
at the spring. Longstreet urged the major to combine forces and take
up the trail. Simonson refused, however, and headed south toward
48. Longstreet to Post Adjutant, Fort Bliss, February 17, 1855, LR, Dept. NM, M1120, roll 4, RG 393.

49. Ibid.
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Delaware Creek. A disgruntled Longstreet returned to his wagons,
having failed to capture the elusive Mescaleros. 5o
In early March following Ewell's excursion into the Capitan and
Sacramento Mountains, a Mescalero delegation arrived at Fort Thorn
presenting peace overtures to Michael Steck, who had been assigned
as their agent. Constant military pressures had persuaded leaders such
as Barranquito and Josecito to initiate such overtures. Steck, believing
he lacked authority to deal with the Mescaleros, entered into a temporary armistice with them while he contacted Governor Meriwether
and General Garland. 51
Garland responded to this offer by mobilizing a force of over three
hundred men to send against the Mescaleros. His rationale was that
he feared tribal leaders would not accept any terms he might suggest. 52
This expedition would be commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Dixon S.
Miles, Third Infantry, who would be provided with the men, guides,
spies, artillery, and provisions for an extensive three-month campaign. 53 He was directed to travel through the western extremities of
the Capitan Mountains to a point below the junction of the Rio Ruidoso
and the Rio Bonito. Here a base would be established from which Miles'
troops would draw supplies. 54
However, before Garland could deploy his troops/ Meriwether, at
the suggestion of Steck, requested that Garland instruct Miles not to
attack the Mes~aleros unless provoked. In the event the Mescaleros
approached Miles with peace overtures, he was to grant their request
on the condition that the Indians surrender all stolen stock and provide
him with hostages as a guarantee of their sincerity. The hostages would
be returned upon conclusion of a formal treaty. Garland, obviously
50. Ibid.; Longstreet to Acting Assistant Adjutant General, March 21, 1855, LR, Dept.
NM, M-1120, roll 4, RG 393. Longstreet criticized Simonson for his lack of cooperation
in pursuing the Mescaleros and later requested a court of inquiry to examine the matter.
Longstreet blamed. the failure of his mission on the poor quality of his pack animals and
wagons.
51. Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1855, serial 810, 507.
52. Meriwether to Manypenny, January 31, 1855, LR, OIA, M-234, roll 547, RG 75.
Garland had planned for this offensive in January by requesting five companies of
mounted volunteers from Meriwether, which were' quickly mustered into service.
53. Heitman, Historical Register, 708. Dixon Stansbury Miles was born in Maryland
and graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1819. He subsequently par~
ticipated in the battle of Monterrey during the Mexican War. Following his expedition
against the Mescaleros, he fought against the Gila Apaches in 1856 and the Navajos in
1859. He died September 16, 1862 in the battle of Harper's Ferry, Virginia; Utley, Frontiersmen in Blue, 155, 168-69.
54. Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, '1855, serial 810, 62, 69; Garland
to Miles, March 10, 1855, LS, Dept. NM, M-10n, roll 1, RG 393.
•
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Mescalero Apache group wearing a mixture of traditional and Anglo clothing,
c. 1880. Photograph courtesy of Museum of New Mexico, negative no. 2138.

irritated, informed the secretary of war: "This step was not a little
annoying when we were prepared to strike. u55 With these modified
instructions, Miles proceeded up the Rio Bonito to locate the Mescaleros. 56
After several <;lays of scouting throughout the White, Capitan, and
Sacramento Mountains, on April 2, to Miles' surprise, a large number
of Mescaleros surrendered to him in Dog Canyon in the Sacramentos.
The prospect of battling hundreds of well-armed soldiers presumably
led to this capitulation. During negotiations, one Mescalero leader
stated: "I am talking with you face to face and when I say peace, I
mean it. ... Now you will have pity on my tribe. uS? Miles informed
the Mescaleros' head men that his troops would not harm them provided they did not further molest United States citizens. He concluded
the negotiations by telling the Indians that the governor would soon
55. Annual Report of the Secretary of War, 1855, serial 811, 69.
56. Garland to Miles, March 14, 1855, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, rollI, RG 393; Miles
to AAG, March 23, 1855, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 4, RG 393.
57. Minutes of a "talk held in Dog Canyon between Colonel Dixon S. Miles, Third
Infantry, a~d several chiefs of the Mescalero Apaches on the 3rd of April 1855," LR,
OIA, M-234, roll 547, RG 75.
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call them together to make peace. In effect, Miles had defeated the
Mescaleros in less than a week without firing a shot. 58
Later that summer, on June 10, 1855 Meriwether concluded a peace
treaty with several Mescalero leaders at Fort Thorn. Provisions of the
treaty would place the tribe under the formal jurisdiction of the U.s.
government as a dependent nation. The treaty also cbnfined the Mescaleros to a reservation consisting of an ill-defined corridor of territory
stretching from the mountains to the Rio Pecos. Further, Meriwether
gave Steck specific instructions to issue limited quantities of food and
supplies to the Mescaleros periodically. Although Congress ultimately
failed to ratify the treaty, the Mescaleros remained relatively peaceful
.
for the remainder of the decade. 59
General Garland's operations against the Mescalerbs were significant for several reasons. First, because of these maneuvers, the army
became more familiar with the New Mexico Territory, both physically
and culturally. Maps accompanying scouting reports immediately following 1855 reflect the army's increased knowledge of the region's
mountain ranges, streams, and canyons. Commanders also became
more aware of the nature of Indian methods of warfare. These' operations demonstrated the ineffectiveness of the army's practice of
mounting infantry soldiers on mules, which were slow and often useless against the ponies which made the Indians such excellent light
cavalrymen. Consequently, the army eventually favore~ cavalry over
dragoons in Indian warfare in the Southwest.
Second, as a result of these campaigns, roads were created linking
the Rio Grande and the Rio Bonito, allowing for increased communication and settlement. Miles also selected the site on the Rio Bonito
for the future military' post of Fort Stanton, which was intended to
contain the Mescaleros on their new reservation. The security of the
new fort also stimulated settlement of the region. 6O
Finally, the treaty which resulted from the entire affair essentially
restricted the Mescaleros, a nomadic people, to a reservation without
_ 58. Ibid. The Mescalero leaders involved in the negotiations on April 3 were: Barranquito, Vuelta, Pluma, Slanero, Negrito, Jose Pino, Venoncia, Copas, Josecito, Barela, and
Capitan Blanco; Morris Edward Opler and Catherine H. Opler, "Mescalero Apache
History in the Southwest," New Mexico Historical Review 25 (January 1950), 7.
59. Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1855, serial 810, 507; Kappler,
Indian Treaties, 870-73.
60. Annual Report of the Secretary of War, 1855, serial 811, 69-70; Miles to Garland,
April 28, 1855, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 4, RG 393; Opler and Opler, "Mescalero
Apache History," 7. The fort was named for Captain Henry Stanton who had been slain
during Ewell's expedition in January.
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effectively providing for their survival. Consequently, the Indians would
be forced to continue stealing occasionally to survive, setting the stage
for future misunderstandings with the territory's Anglo and Hispano
settlers. What made matters worse was that although Meriwether's
treaty remained unratified, the U.S. government expected the Mescaleros to observe its provisions. This undermined any respect that the
Indians might have held for Anglo law. In short, this treaty typified
the deficiencies of the government's treaty-making process. 61
The subjugation of the Mescaleros brought a brief period of peace
and stability to southeastern New Mexico, allowing settlers to move
into the Rio Bonito, Rio Tularosa, and Rio Hondo valleys, areas which
otherwise might not have been occupied until much later. This peace
lasted only until the 1860s, however, when because of the Civil War,
the government was forced to recall the bulk of its troops from the
Southwest. Many of New Mexico's Indians, including the Mescaleros,
saw this as an opportunity to drive out the now unprotected settlers
who had encroached upon their land. Consequently, the task of total
subjugation of the Mescaleros would be left to men such as General
Carleton in the mid-1860s. 62

61. Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1856, serial 875, 732; Worces'ter,
The Apaches, 62.
62. Basehart, Apache Indians XII. 127; Ray Allen Billington and Martin Ridge, Westward Expansion: A History of the American Frontier (New York: Macmillan Publishing Co.,
1982), 592; John P. Wilson, Merchants, Guns, and Money: The Story of Lincoln County and
Its Wars (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico, 1987), 3-4.

Exiled in the Desert:
The Bisbee Deportees' Reception
in' New Mexico, 1917
RICHARD MELZER

On July 12, 1917, Sheriff Harry C. Wheeler and 1,197 armed deputies
rounded up 1,186 workers in Bisbee, Arizona, and forced them out of
town on board an eastbound freight train to New Mexico. Wheeler and
his cohorts justified their action by declaring that the deported men
were members of a feared labor union known as the Industrial Workers
of the World, or IWW. The IWW reportedly had organized local copper
miners in a dangerous strike against Bisbee's major employers, including the powerful Phelps Dodge Corporation. Actually only about
a third of the deportees were members of the IWW, and the miners'
sixteen-day strike had all but fizzled out by July 12. But this made no
difference to those who had ordered or led the mass deportation. 1
Richard Melzer is ,assistant professor of history in the University of New MexicoValencia campus. He holds a doctorate from the University of New Mexico and has
published several articles and a book on New Mexico history,
1.' News that the copper strike had all but ended by July 12 was reported in such
newspapers as the Raton Range, July 10,1917, and such periodicals as The Miners' Magazine
18 (July 1917), 3. For the events of July 12-13 see ibid.; Fred Watson, "Still On Strike!
Recollections of a Bisbee Deportee," Journal of Arizona History 18 (Summer 1977), 17184; James w: Byrkit, "The 1. W. W. in Wartime Arizona," Journal of Arizona History 18
(Summer 1977), 149-70; James w. Byrkit, Forging the Copper Collar: Arizona's LaborManagement War of 1901-1921 (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1982), 187-215; James
W.Byrkit, "Life and Labor in Arizona, 1901-1921: With Particular Reference to the
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Once en route, the accused workers traveled in twenty-three box
and cattle cars on one of the hottest days of the summer season. Standing in manure over their shoes, they were given little food or water.
After a terrible journey of more than 170 miles, their train eventually
stopped in Hermanas, New Mexico. There they were left to fend for
themselves until soldiers from the Twelfth Cavalry arrived to escort
them to nearby Columbus, New Mexico. Columbus had, in fact, been
targeted as the deportees' original destination because, as one of Wheeler's deputies put it, American troops were stationed there "and it was
thought [that] the Army would take the Wobblies off our hands."2
The Bisbee deportees were kept at Camp Furlong in a stockade
recently abandoned by refugees from the Mexican Revolution. The
surrounding desert resembled the wasteland that Paul Horgan so aptly
described as a place where "nothing lives but creatures of the dry and
hot; and nothing grows but plants of thirsty pod, or wooden stem, or
spinydefense."3 Cavalrymen guarded the exiles in this desolate terrain,
and exper~enced only minor incidents in the following weeks. The
deportees lived more or less comfortably with supplies and shelter
furnished by the United States Army. Most of the workers insisted that
the federal government had a responsibility to escort them safely home.
Many of them hoped that the American public would be so outraged
by their unceremonious deportation that they would win sympathy
for their plight in Columbus as well as support for their aborted strike
Deportations of 1917" (doctoral dissertation, Claremont Graduate School, 1972), 1-34,
355-65; Philip Taft, "The Bisbee Deportation," Labor History 13 (Winter 1972),3-40; John
H. Lindquist and James Fraser, "A Sociological Interpretation of the Bisbee Deportation,"
Pacific Historical Review 37 (November 1968), 401-22; Saul Landu, "The Bisbee Deportees:
Class Conflict and Patriotism During World War I" (master's thesis, University of Wisconsin, 1959); Annie M. Cox, "History of Bisbee, 1877-1937" (master's thesis, University
of Arizona, 1938), 173-90; Albuquerque Morning Journal, July 13, 1917; Deming Headlight,
July 13, 1917; Bisbee Daily Review, June 27 to July 22, 1917; New York Times, July 13, 1917.
For a historical novel on the deportation see Stephen Vincent Benet, The Beginning of
Wisdom (New York: Henry Holt, 1921), Book IV. On early union activity in Bisbee see
James D. McBride, "Gaining a Foothold in the Paradise of Capitalism: The Western
Federation of Miners and the Unionization of Bisbee," Journal of Arizona History 23 (Autumn 1982), 299-316.
2. Quoted in Samuel Morse, "The Truth About Bisbee" (Unpublished manuscript,
Special Collections, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona [hereafter cited as SCUA),
n.d.), 13. Also see Nelson C. Bledsoe, "The Bisbee Deportation" (Unpublished manuscript, Bisbee Mining and Historical Museum, Bisbee, Arizona [BMHM), n.d.), 1. Members of the IWW were nicknamed Wobblies as early as 1911. For different explanations
for the origins of this term see Patrick Renshaw, The Wobblies: The Story of Syndicalism in
the United State5 (Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1968), 2-3.
3. Paul Horgan, Great River: The Rio Grande in North American History (Austin: Texas
Monthly Press, 1984), 5.
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in Arizona. One deportee went so far as to write to a friend in Colorado
that "This is the finest thing that could [have] happened to us. [I]{we
had [stayed] in Bisbee '... the strike would have been broken....
[Now] all the country is watching the Wobbly camp at Columbus."4
But the Bisbee deportation never did elicit an outpouring of sympathy or support for the exiles in Columbus. Disappointed, but eager
to get on with their lives, the men gradually left camp to seek employment opportunities elsewhere. Jobs were pleiltiful in the summer
of 1917, as the United States hurriedly mobilized for its involvement
in World War I. Four hundred seventy-six deportees were, in fact,
drafted into the army, including Alexander Duarte, the first man to be
drafted from Bisbee's Cochise County. With as many as a third of the
deportees of Hispanic descent, some reportedly escaped their hostile
surroundings simply by crossing into neighboring Mexico. By early
September only 450 men remained in the Columbus camp. Eager to
shed its responsibility for the remaining deportees, the U.S. Army
announced that it planned to cut the refugees' food rations in half. By
September 17, the stockade facetiously known as Camp Wobbly was
abandoned. s .
The tragic history of the Bisbee deportation has been thoroughly.
researched by scholars such as James W. Byrkit and Philip Taft. We
know far less about the deportees' life at Camp Wobbly and their
ultimate fate once they left Columbus. The purpose of this work,however, is not to focus on the now-famous deportation or the men who
suffered this harsh treatment, but to consider how New Mexicans received the Bisbee exiles once these men appeared in New Mexico. Did
New Mexicans react to the deportation like most Americans and withhold their support because they shared a common fear of the IWW
and its anarchistic goals? Or did the fact that the deportees were dumped
in Columbus and temporarily held in New Mexico cause different re4. Jack Norman to George Maddox, Columbus, New Mexico, August 7, 1917,
Bisbee Deportations of July 12, 1917, Box 2, SCUA. Sympathizers called for the deportees'
return to Bisbee in such published appeals as Solidarity (Chicago), July 21 &'September
1, 1917; Leslie Marcy, "The 1100 Exiled Copper Miners," International Socialist Review 17
(September 1917), 160-62. For details on early conditions under military supervision see
the Arizona Republic, July 15, 1917; Albuquerque Morning Journal, July 15; 1917; New York
Times, July 14 & 15, 1917.
5. Albuquerque Evening Herald, August 23,1917; Bisbee DailyReview, July 21 & August
24, 1917; Sarah Deutsch, No Separate Refuge: Culture, Class, and Gender on the Anglo-Hispanic
Frontier in the American Southwest, 1880-1940 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1987),
110. The deportees were automatically drafted into the army when they failed to report
to the Cochise County Exemption Board, an impossibility given their dire circumstances.
Bisbee Daily Review, September 9, 12, 14, 16, & 18, 1917.
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Fred Fornoff, former captain of the New Mexico Mounted Police,' was sent to
investigate conditions in Columbus. Photograph from the Rose Collection,
courtesy of the University of Oklahoma Western History Collections.

RICHARD MELZER

273

actions in the victims' neighboring state? The answers to these questions reveal a great deal, not <;>nly about the Bisbee deportation itself,
but also about the highly charged climate of opinion in New Mexico
during the first critical months of World War l.
Governor Washington E. Lindsey had had no warning that 1,186
accused radicals were to be deported into southern New Mexico on
July 12, 1917. While some voices later argued that Lindsey was asleep
on the job and should have prevented the deportees from entering the
state, this was clearly an impossible expectation; there had never been
a need to post armed guards around the clock at New Mexico's border
with Arizona. 6 Reacting as prudently as possible once he learned that
a trainload of deported men had arrived in New Mexico, Lindsey telegraphed local authorities in Luna County and instructed them to apprehend the deportees, confine them in a suitable place, and provide
food at the state's expense. Paraphrased, Lindsey's message was short
and to the point: "Take care of them, but see that they do no harm."?
The governor also telegraphed Washington, D.C., to request tl).at the
Woodrow Wilson administration "take charge and dispose of the matter
according to federal law and order."g Washington responded so quickly
that Luna County Sheriff Will Simpson never had time to carry out:
Governor Lindsey's initial orders. By Sunday, July 15, the U.S. Army:
had assumed responsibility for the deportees and had overseen the
construction of their temporary living quarters in the vast deser,t west
of Columbus. 9
While pleased that the u.s. military had taken charge ofthe Arizona exiles, Governor Lindsey kept a watchful eye on events in Columbus. The chief executive became especially concerned when he
received urgent reports from the Luna County Council of Defense in
early August. A. W. Pollard, the council's C'hairman, wrote that many
citizens of Columbus and Deming felt threatened by the deportees
because the Army had not kept these "undesirables" adequately confined to Camp Wobbly. Convinced that the deportees were about "to
start some trouble," several leaders from Columbus and Deming had
already met with Sheriff Simpson and had gone so far as to send a
6. The Las Vegas Weekly Optic of August 4, 1917, criticized Lindsey. The Santa Fe
New Mexican of July 14, 1917, defended his actions, saying that the governor "may have
been asleep; [sic] but it appears he had one eye open." Also see the Santa Fe New Mexican,
July 19, 1917.
7. New Mexico War News, July 17, 1917; Santa Fe New Mexican, July 28, 1917; Albuquerque Evening Herald, July 13, 1917.
8. Quoted in Byrkit, Copper Collar, 214.
9. Albuquerque Morning Journal, July 14, 1917.

274

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JULY 1992

plea for help to President Wilson himself. The Luna County Council
of Defense appealed to Governor Lindsey to act before local residents
resorted to "[taking] this matter into their own h~nds" with "very
serious" possible consequences. 10
Governor Lindsey responded to Pollard's call for assistance by
sending Fred Fornoff to conduct a firsthand investigation. A former
captain in the New Mexico Mounted Police, Fornoff arrived in Columbus on Friday, August 10. By Saturday Fornoff wired Lindsey that all
was quiet in town; there were no disturbances other than a "little
bootlegging" which the local authorities and the deportees halted
themselves. 11 On Sunday Fornoff wrote a more thorough report. He
stated that "no alarm" was felt by "level headed [sic] citizens" in the
area. Indeed, the number of deportees left at Camp Wobbly was declining each day. Those left in the encampment were known to "mingle
and fraternize" in Columbus without causing undue fear. Sheriff Simpson was described as "steady as a rock" and "not [one to] be mislead
[sic] into unlawful action." Even A. W. Pollard had admitted to Fornoff
that conditions had "changed a great deal for the better. ..." In Fornoff's judgment, the situation in Columbus would solve itself "if everybody [simply] sits steady."12
Fornoff's letter of August 12 proved interesting not only because
it reported that there was no real cause for alarm, but also because it
pinpointed where much of the false alarm had originated. Fornoff
identified an official of the EI Paso and Southwestern Railroad who had
become nervous about the IWW's prolonged presence near his company's unguarded tracks and operations. The official had expressed
his exaggerated fears to the Luna County Council of Defense in late
July. Sheriff Simps.on and others told Fornoff that if the EI Paso and
Southwestern Railroad was so concerned about the IWW it should have
acted before the deportees were brought to New Mexico because, iron10. A. W. Pollard to Governor Washington E. Lindsey, Deming, August 1 & 4,1917,
Lindsey Papers, Washington E. Lindsey Papers, New Mexico State Records Center and
Archives, Santa Fe, New Mexico (hereafter cited as SRCA).
11. Fred Fornoff to Governor Washington E. Lindsey, Columbus, New Mexico,
August 11, 1917, Lindsey Papers, SRCA; Cuervo Clipper, August 24, 1917. Fornoff served
as a captain in the New Mexico Mounted Police from 1906 to 1914. His most famous
case involved the investigation of Pat Garrett's murder of February 29, 1908, on a road
outside Las Cruces. C. Hornung, The Thin Gray Line: The New Mexico Mounted Police (Fort
Worth, Texas: Western Heritage Press, 1971), 92-93; Gary L. Roberts, Death Comes for
the Chief Justice (Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1990), 131-32.
12. Fornoff to Lindsey, August 12, 1917, Lindsey Papers, SRCA. Only two deportees
were arrested in Columbus in the period July 12 to September 17, 1917. The two were
arrested for vagrancy on August 29. Bisbee Daily Review, August 30, 1917.
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ically, the El Paso and Southwestern Railroad (a Phelps Dodge company) had supplied the train that had carried the men from Bisbee to
Columbus in the first place. 13
Fornoff identified the manager of a Columbus drug store as another
resident who seemed particularly anxious about the men interned at
Camp Wobbly. The manager's anxiety was understandable: it had become common knowledge that the Bisbee manager of the same drug
store chain had played a "prominent" role in the mass deportation of
July 12. Nervous about possible acts of retaliation by the lWW, the
Columbus businessman went so far as to visit General George Bell, Jr.,
at Fort Bliss, Texas, to plead that additional troops be sent to restrain
the Wobblies encamped in close proximity to his endangered business
in Columbus. General Bell rejected the panic-stricken druggist's appeal
with a "well merited rebuke," in Fornoff's wordsY Satisfied with Fred
Fornoff's report and General Bell's decision, Governor Lindsey felt no
great need to take additional action on behalf of those who had clearly
allowed self-interest and undue paranoia to cloud their perception of
public danger. 15
It appears that the New Mexico state government reacted prudently in response to not only the initial deportation of workers from
Bisbee, but also the exaggerated reports of potential danger in Luna
County. The Lindsey administration can be praised for its calm judgment in the midst of an emergency that,might well have escalated into
a far graver crisis if the opinion of alarmists had prevailed. However,
it is important to remember that the Lindsey administration had few
resources to spare in dealing with the Bisbee deportation of mid-1917.
Preoccupied with the demands of fighting a world war, few states in
the nation could afford much for true emergencies at home. As one of
the poorest states in the union, New Mexico was even less able than
most. Governor Lindsey can thus be praised for his wisdom and restraint, but only. while remembering that he was ill-prepared to do
much else had 'the U.s. Army not taken charge of the deportees or if
Fornoff had not reported that all was well in southwestern New Mexico .
. Unfortunately, the press in New Mexico was seldom as prudent
and restrained in commenting on the Bisbee deportation, if only be13. Fornoff to Lindsey, August 12, 1917, Lindsey Papers, SRCA.
14. Ibid. Fornoff reported that Army officers deeply "resented" accusations that they

were "lax" in their haridling of the deportees in Columbus. Fornoff to Lindsey, August
13, 1917, Lindsey Papers, SRCA.
15. His work completed, Fornoff lef~ Columbus on August 14, 1917. Fornoff to
Lindsey, August 14, 1917, Lindsey Papers, SRCA.
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cause it enjoyed the freedom of speech without the added burden of
direct responsibility. Many newspapers therefore showered Bisbee's
Sheriff Wheeler with words of admiration for his bold action of July
12. The Santa Fe New Mexican ran banner front page headlines stating
that "This Country Needs More Men Like The Backbone-Sheriff [sic]
at Bisbee, Arizona.,,16 The Albuquerque Morning Journal described Wheeler
as a "courageous" leader who was willing to use "whatever weapons"
were necessary to crush the hated IWW. According to the Journal,
members of this radical union had to respect the law or be "hunted
down and killed [just] as ... hostile Indians were hunted down and
killed" in the last century. I? Other editors agreed with this extreme
opinion. An editorial in the New Mexico War News reported that "Many
good citizens hold
that the treason of a large number of [IWW]
agitators had earned
them the inalienable right to face the firing
squad."ls According to J. A. Haley of the Carrizozo News, if the law was
not effective in dealing with labor, it might well be necessary to "kill
a few of our enemies" as "this is no time for foolishness."19
Short of killing all Wobblies, many state newspapers praised deportation as an appropriate means to combat the IWW threat. While
no editor favored Columbus or any other town of New Mexico as the
best destination for future interstate deportations, the press did not
hesitate to suggest a number of other potential locations. The Glenrio
Tribune-Progress believed that "some island" would adequately serve
the purpose, while the· Santa Fe New Mexican specified the Aleutian
Islands as an ideal destination. 20 The Sierra County Advocate offered an
opinion that the,lWW deserved exile "in cold storage" in Russia's Siberia. 21 Favoring a much closer international destination, the Roswell
Daily Record declared that "The best way to cure the I. W. W.'s is to ship
them across the [border) into Mexico."n The Albuquerque Morning Journal perferred the neighboring state of Texas because Texans knew how
to treat outlaws and other such "undesirables."23 Finally, the Artesia
16. Santa Fe New Mexican, July 12, 1917.
17. Albuquerque Morning Journal, July 18 & 23,1917. Also see the Silver City Enterprise,
July 20, 1917.
18. New Mexico War News, July 17, 1917.
19. Carrizozo News, July 13, 1917.
20. Glenrio Tribune-Progress, July 27, 1917; Santa Fe New Mexican, July 21, 1917.
21. Sierra County Advocate, August 24, 1917.
22. Roswell Daily Record, July 26, 1917. Mexican officials, on the other hand, announced their intention to exile every IWW agitator found in Mexico. Albuquerque Evening
Herald, August 6, 1917.
23. Albuquerque Morning Journal, July 16, 1917.
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Advocate had no particular destination in mind, but only knew that
"something desperate must be done to suppress [the IWW)" even if it
meant driving them "out of the country or to suicide."24
Newspapers across New Mexico were ready to resort to the extremes of execution and deportation because they recognized the IWW
not only as a radical labor union, but also as an ally of Germany and
the Central Powers of World War I. The IWW reportedly accepted
financial support from Germany as payment for treasonous acts meant
to disrupt the American economy and sabotage the American war
effort. 25 The copper miners' strike in Bisbee was therefore perceived
as a poorly disguised attempt to disrupt the country's vital copper
industry. As the Bisbee Daily Review put it, "There is a war on and we
must have copper to win it."26 The IWW's subversive tactics could
simply not be tolerated.
Other newspapers also went to great lengths to slander the Wobblies. Severa} spread the rumor that the IWW planned to burn crops
and poison American livestock in the fall of 1917,27 The Albuquerque
Evening Herald went so far as to blame IWW propaganda for causing
a band of Apache Indians to go "on [the] warpath" in Arizona. 28 Front
page headlines in the Albuquerque Morning Journal announced that the
Wobblies encamped in Columbus represented a great "Menace to New
Mexico" because their leaders advocated anarchy throughout the
Southwest. 29 The Roswell Daily Record meanwhile spread the alarm that
the IWW planned to launch a major revolution in the United States
once the U.S. Army had departed for Europe and the country was left
defenseless. 30 The Daily Record joined other newspapers in concluding
that members of the IWW should be counted among Kaiser Wilhelm's
"bestfriends" in the United States. 31 Many Americans only halffacetiously believed that the letters IWW actually stood for "Imperial
Wilhetm's Warriors:"32
24. Artesia Advocate, August 24, 1917.
25. Glenrio Tribune-Progress, July 14, 1917; Albuquerque. Morning Journal. July 23 &
August 8, 1917; Albuquerque Evening Herald, July 24, 1917; Roswell Daily Record, August
9, 1917; Portales Valley News, September 28, 1917.
26. Quoted in Landu, "Bisbee Deportees," 41.
27. Roswell Daily Record, July 20, 1917; Carrizozo News, July 27, 1917; Raton Range,
July 6, 10, & 20, 1917.
28. Albuquerque Evening Herald, August 8, 1917.
29. Albuquerque Morning Journal, August 8, 1917.
30. Roswell Daily Record, July 23, 1917.
31. Roswell Daily Record, July 9, 1917; Raton Range, July 10, 1917.
32. Renshaw, The Wobblies, 2. Other Americans claimed that rww stood for "r Won't
Work." According to the Artesia Advocate, it was "getting so that the letters, I.W. W., [sic]
startle one like the sudden sight of a snake. The fellows represented by these letters are
about the vilest that ever happened ...." Artesia Advocate, August 24, 1917.
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Events of July and August 1917 worked to further damage the
IWW's already dismal reputation in New Mexico. In the most tragic
of these events, an IWW organizer, Frank Little, was cruelly dragged
from his boarding house and lynched by vigilantes in Butte, M~ntana.
In typical vigilante fashion, Little's assassins pinned a sign on their
victim's clothes with the ominous words: "Others take notice. First
and last warning.'f33 Rather than causing outrage in the country and
sympathy for the Arizona refugees still languishing in Columbus, Little's death was applauded by many, including several editors in New
Mexico. The. Glenrio Tribune-Progress declared that "The Butte method
of relieving the country of irresponsible agitators may be crude, ...
but it was certainly effective."34 Other publications concurred. Two
days following Little's murder, the Albuquerque Morning Journal offered
the opinion that "Society is sure to take measures to protect itself by
legal means if it can, but by illegal means [if it must]."35
Given this editorial praise of the Bisbee deportation and Frank
Little's lynching, one must wonder if any newspaper in New Mexico
came to the defense of the IWW and American civil liberties in the
summer of 1917. Fortunately, some members of the press kept level
heads in these troubled times. A. Clauson was one such journalist.
The editor of the Fort Sumner Review protested that most of his coll~agues were "only publishing the mine owners' side~' of the Bisbee
story. "The bulk of the I.W.W.'s," according to Clauson, "are good,
honest workingmen and only ask for living wages and .decent treatment."36. Indeed, a U.S. Army survey taken at Camp Wobbly had revealed that 468 of the refugees were American citizens, 433 were married,
520 were property owners, 205 had purchased Liberty Bonds, 472 had
registered for the draft, and 62 had patriotically served in the A)llerican
armed forces. 37 The Columbus Weekly Courier and the Roswell Daily Record
agreed that not all those deported to Columbus wer:e as bad as they
were often portrayed by unkind observers. 38
33. Albuquerque Evening Herald, August 1, 1917; Roswell Daily Record, August 1, 1917;
Albuquerque Morning Journal, August 2, 1917; Clovis Journal, August 2, 1917; Renshaw,
The Wobblies, 143-63.
34. Glenrio Tribune-Progress, August 10, 1917.
35. Albuquerque Morning Journal, August 3, 1917. The Las Vegas Weekly Optic was one
of the few newspapers to declare Little's lynching unjust. Las Vegas Weekly Optic, August
4, 1917.
36. Fort Sumner Review, July 21, 1917.
37. Taft, "Deportation," 22; Cox, "History of Bisbee," 183n. An undated, similar
survey was discovered in the Lindsey Papers, SRCA.
38. Roswell Daily Record, July 16, 1917; Columbus Weekly Courier as referred to in the
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Some writers expressed their disapproval of the deportation with
far stronger language. B. S. Rodey of the New Mexico State Democrat
went so far as to condemn the deportation of July 12 as "a relic of
European barbarism." According to Rodey, the deportation was "nothing but an impertinent and unlawful assumption of authority by a
mob" driven by upper-class interests. Rodey only wished that he were
president so that he could take action to "indict every mother's son
.who took part in the orgy, and have them punished for their crime."39
H. B. Ryther of the Portales Journal meanwhile praised New Mexico and
blamed Arizona for the deportation and its aftermath. Ryther wrote
that New Mexico was
charitable .. .in giving a safe harbor to those 1,200 humans deported from Arizona. [The WobbIies] may have been wrong in
their every action, yet they . . . could scarcely have transgressed
the law more flagrantly than did the mob that robbed and deported
them. At all events, the action of New Mexico is more commendable and more humane than that of the Arizona mob. 40
These were courageous words in an era when any defense of the
IWW was recognized· as an act of treason against the United States.
However, just as it is necessary to temper our praise of Governor
Lindsey's response to the Bisbee deportation, it is important to remember that the few newspaper editors who came to the Wobblies'
defense usually did so in a limited and temporary fashion. Newspapers
like the Roswell Daily Record may have cautioned their readers about
jumping to conclusions regarding the radical nature of all deportees,
but these same papers had few kind words to say about those among
the refugees who were actual members of the IWW. By August 20 the
Daily Record had declared that Wobblies, pacifists, suffragists, and Germans were "all enemies of the same class" that could hardly be tolerated
in times of peace, no less in times of war. 41 Only the Portales Journal
remained consistent in its criticism of the deportation, if its silence on
the subject for the balance of the summer is any measure. One can
well imagine the pressure felt by newspaper editors to conform to
popular opinion, especially when they justly feared losing valuable
Bisbee Daily Review, July 21, 1917. As might be expected, the Daily Review took exception
to the Weekly Courier's characterization of the deportees. Unfortunately, no copies of the
Weekly Courier from the period July 12 to September 17 have been uncovered.
39. New Mexico State Democrat, July 20, 1917.
40. Portales Journal, July 20,1917. The exact number of deportees varies from source
to source. Byrkit, Copper Collar, 371.
41. See, for other examples, the Roswell Daily Record, July 9 & 23, 1917.
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advertisers and subscribers while clearly jeopardizing their own safety
in perilous times.
Private citizells in New Mexico watched events unfold in Columbus with great interest and concern. Many shared the unhealthy intolerance expressed in newspapers across the state. Others, especially
in the ranks of labor, watched with trepidation if only because they
feared that they too might be falsely accused of affiliation with the
IWW. This was certainly a concern in the coal mining camps of Madrid
and Gallup where reports of "strenuous efforts" to recruit miners into
the IWW had circulated both before and after the July 12 deportation
from BisbeeY Although most of these reports were groundless, mine
operators in Gallup soon plotted to exploit the volatile situation to their
own best advantage when coal miners struck the Gallup American
Coal Company in July 1917.
The tragedy unfolded on July 31. On that day members of the
McKinley County Council on Defense ordered the roundup of thirtyfour residents of Gallup based on the charge that they were either cardcarrying members of the IWW or were known to have "inflammatory
literature" in their possession. Marched to the Gallup train depot behind an armored truck, these newest victims of wartime intolerance
were shipped by train to Belen, New Mexico, where they were held
in custody just outside the town's railroad yards. The farce w:as quickly
exposed: while twenty of the Gallup deportees were members of the
United Mine Workers,. none were members of the IWW, one was the
pro-labor editor of the Gallup Independent, and the remaining thirteen
were not even coal mine employees. 43
Outraged by this treatment of their fellow workers, over four hundred members of the United Mine Workers in Gallup and Madrid
vowed to strike until the Gallup men were released from Belen. 44 Nationally, Samuel Gompers of the American Federation of Labor was so
distressed by the deportation that he protested the act to President
Wilson directly.45 The Santa Fe New Mexican denounced this latest deportation as "a high-handed piece of business" and cautioned that "if
42. Raton· Range, July 10, 1917; Roswell Daily Record, July 11, 1917; Santa Fe New
Mexican, July 12, 1917; Las Vegas Weekly Optic, July 14, 1917.
43. Albuquerque Morning Journal, August 1, 1917; Albuquerque Evening Herald, August
3, 1917; Tucumcari Sun, August 3, 1917; Harry R. Rubenstein, "Union Activity in the
Gallup Mines, 1933-35" (master's thesis, University of New Mexico, 1979), 17. Members
of the McKinley County Council of Defense adamantly disputed these numbers. Bisbee
Daily Review, August 4, 1917.
44. Ibid.
45. Byrkit, Copper Collar, 226-27.
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deportations become a popular fad, undesirable [elements] as well as
habitually law abiding [citizens] may take advantage of it.,,46 Equally
disturbed, Governor Lindsey took strenuous action to prevent additional deportations and greater labor turmoil in his state. On August
2 the governor expressed his disapproval of the Gallup deportation in
a stern message to John R. McFie of the McKinley County Council of
Defense. 47 By August 4 the deported men had been safely returned
home to Gallup. 48
The mass deportation of labor "agitators" had thus ended in New
Mexico. Unfortunately, the same could not be said of the general intolerance that had condoned such behavior in the case of Bisbee or
encouraged it in the case of Gallup. Examples of intolerance and sudden
indifference to American civil liberties abound in the history of World
Wad in New Mexico. With twenty-two cases from July 1, 1918, to June
30, 1920, New Mexico ranked as high as fifth among the forty-eight
states in the number of cases per capita prosecuted under the infamous
Espionage and Sedition Acts. 49 Individual incidents of intolerance were
often brutal. In a typically extreme measure, Constantinus Koch, a
German-born coal miner in Van Houten, New Mexico, was accused of
boisterously favoring his fatherland in the conflict raging overseas. A
vigilante committee of local men forced the suspected traitor to walk
through Van Houten carrying the American flag, kneel down at the
center of the coal camp, kiss the flag, and shout "To hell with the
Kaiser." Koch was only released by his captors when he had sworn to
suppress his misguided statements in the future. 5o Other suspected
individuals received far more violent attention, ranging from tar and
feathering to the brutal death of an accused traitor left hanging from
a pinon tree at the end of a barbed wire noose. 51
46. Santa Fe New Mexican, August 2, 1917. Also see the Santa Fe New Mexican for
August 17, 1917.
47. Albuquerque Evening Herald, August 2, 1917; Raton Range, August 7, 1917; Cuervo
Clipper, August 17, 1917. Governor Lindsey dispatched Fred Fornoff to investigate this
deportation, just as he had done in the wake of the Bisbee deportation. Albuquerque
Morning Journal, August 7, 1917.
48. Santa Fe New Mexican, August 2, 1917; Albuquerque Morning Journal, August 7,
1917; Weekly Cloudcrofter, August 10,1917; Bisbee Daily Review, August 5,1917; Rubenstein,
"Union Activity," 17.
49. Calculated from Appendix, Harry N. Scheiber, The Wilson Administration and
Civil Liberties, 1917-1921 (Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, 1960), 61-63.
50. Raton Range, April 12, 1918.
51. Richard Melzer and Phyllis A. Mingus, "Art to Crush the Kaiser: World War I
Poster Art in New Mexico," EI Palacio 88 (Spring 1982), 28; Richard Melzer, "Stage Soldiers
of the Southwest: New Mexico's Four Minute Men of World War I," Military History of
the Southwest 20 (Spring 1990), 38-40.
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But New Mexico's wartime intoleran'ce was hardly unique in the
United States. In reacting to the Bisbee deportation, newspapers from
across the nation supported Sheriff Wheeler and his "Bisbee system"
by as much as a two-to-one margin. Editorials in the Boston Transcript,
the New York World, the Chicago Tribune, and the Los Angeles Times cheered
the deportation and damned the IWW with phrases that echoed the
sentiment of most newspapers in New Mexico. 52 Many national leaders
reacted in much the same fashion. No less an opinion maker than
former President Theodore Roosevelt heaped praise on the "decent
citizens" of Bisbee who had dealt forcefully with "men precisely like
the Bolsheviki in Russia, who are murderers and en,couragers of murder, who are traitors to their allies, to democracy, and to civilization.... "53 Roosevelt joined the growing number of Americans who
argued that German sympathizers should be shot on sight without the
benefit of a legal hearing, no less a courtroom trial. 54 The IWW remained among the primary targets of this intolerance and mistreatment
throughout the First World War. 55
Isolated from a distant enemy in Europe but caught up in the fury
arid sacrifice of war, Americans sought out domestic scapegoats and
imaginary adversaries to vent their pent-up anger during World War
I. Corporations like Phelps Dodge meanwhile exploited the nation's
loyalty frenzy to strike a major blow to radical labor forces. It hardly
52. Byrkit, Copper Collar, 224-26; Bisbee Daily Review, July 19, 19i7.
53. Theodore Roosevelt to Felix Frankfurther, Oyster Bay, New York, December 19,
1917, BMHM; Michael E. Parrish, Felix Frankfurter and His Times: The Reform Years (New
York: Free Press, 1982), 101-2. Frankfurter served as the secretary and counsel of a
federal mediation commission sent to investigate the Bisbee deportation. Felix Frankfurter, Reminisces: Recorded in Talks with Dr. Harlan B. Phillips (New York: Reynal & Company, 1960), 135-37; H. S. McCluskey, "Correspondence and Agreement at Bisbee," The
Miners' Magazine 18 (December 1917), 2; Meyer H. Fishbein, "The President's Mediation
Commission and the Arizona Copper Strike, 1917:' Southwestern Social Science Quarterly
30 (December 1949), 175-82.
54. Melzer and Mingus, "Art to Crush the Kaiser:' 28.
55. Renshaw, The Wobblies, 143-94; Patrick Renshaw, "The IWW and the Red Scare,
1917-24:' Journal of Contemporary History 3 (October 1968),63-72; Philip Taft, "The Federal
Trials of the LW.W.," Labor History 3 (Winter 1962),57-91. IWW arrests were common
across the United States. According to the Artesia Advocate of October 5, 1917, "When a
newspaper has a little space left before going to press it can safely be filled by inserting:
'More I.W.W.'s arrested.' ... This would hit the bull's eye every day in the week." At
least one historian contends that '''By September, 1917, the Wilson Cabinet had determined to crush the I.W. W., using both the Army arid the Justice Department in its attack.
The prominence of ... I. W. W. leaders among th~ opponents of the war, the pressure
from reactionary local patriotic organizations, and fear of further vigilante violence probably
combined to produce the Cabinet decision" (italics added). Scheiber, The Wilson Admin-

istration and Civil Liberties, 48.
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mattered that labor's threat was more imagined than real. Business
leaders and their allies had successfully manipulated the course of
events in a climate of opinion that tolerated, and to a large degree,
encouraged a "harvest of violence.~,s6
Historian Gary L. Roberts has observed that similar "harvests of
violence" have occurred in United States history under more or less
similar circumstances. According to Roberts, this tragic pattern of
American violence often un:folded when men were made to believe
that local acts of violence were crucial to the defense of their "threatened" communities and cherished beliefsY What may appear in retrospect as harsh acts of aggression were thus perceived at the time as
essential acts of defense by local residents (and similarly conditioned
.onlookers) manipulated by malicious private interests. To Roberts' list
of unfortunate victims of such private warfare, including the massacred
Indians of Sand Creek, the lynched Black citizens of many Southern
towns, and the guiltless subjects of Western vigilante haste, we must
add the 1,186 deportees of Bisbee, Arizona, although the latter suffered
mercifully less bloodshed-if no less loss of liberty-in mid-1917. 58
Products of their age and its intense hatred of the enemy in his
several forms, many New Mexicans had developed a predictable tolerance for violence by the time the destitute men of Bisbee were literally
dumped in Columbus. Victims of their age and the American tradition
of violence, the Bisbee deportees received little sympathy or support
during their long, tedious months spent exiled in the desert.

56. See Roberts, Death Comes, 127-57.
57. Ibid., 141-42. For other discussions of violence in the West see Robert V. Hine,
The American West: An Interpretive History (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1973),
300-316; Robert V. Hine, Community on the American Frontier (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1980); 88-89; Richard Maxwell Brown, Strain of Violence: Historical Studies
of American Violence and Vigilantism (New York: Oxford University Press, 1975).
58. Bloodshed during the Bisbee deportation was limited to two killings (IWW
member James Brew and vigilante member Orson P. McRae) in addition to the beating
of several men and women in Bisbee. Byrkit, Copper Collar, 194-99.

Is There Life after Turner?
The Continuing Search for the
Grand Synthesis and art
Autonomous West: A Review Essay
DONALD

J. PISANI

All western historians-even those who grow weary or testy af the
mere mention of the "New Western History"-will find this collection
of essays provocative and useful. It resulted from a project funded by
the National Endowment for the Humanities and sponsored by the
Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming State Endowments or Councils for the Humanities. The book is divided into three
parts. The first consists of several papers presented at a symposium
held in September 1989 at Santa Fe: Donald Worster's "Beyond the
Agrarian Myth"; Richard White's "Trashing the Trails"; and Peggy
Pascoe's "Western Women at the Cultural Crossroad." This section also
includes Patricia Limerick's "The Trail to Santa Fe: The Unleashing of
the Western Public Intellectual," which explains why the conference
was held and the public response to it. However, most of the volume
is devoted to previously published work on the New Western History
(NWH) or new approaches to western history. Four brief essays by
Limerick, Gerald Thompson, Michael Malone, and Elliott West first
Donald J. Pisani is Merrick Professor of Western American history in the University
of Oklahoma. He is a specialist in the law, natural resources, and the economy of the
United States. His most recent book, To Reclaim a' Divided West: Water, WW, and Public
Policy, 1848-1902 (1992), is the latest volume in the Billington Frontier Series, published
by the University of New Mexico Press.
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Trails: Toward a New Western History. Edited by Patricia Nelson Limerick, Clyde
A. Milner II, and Charles E. Rankin. (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas,
1991. xv + 295 pp. Illustrations, tables, notes, index. $29.95 cloth, $12.95
paper.)
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appeared in the summer 1990 issue of Montana the Magazine of Western
History. These form the second part of ,the book, supplemented by
Brian Bippie's "American Wests: Historiographical Perspectives," originally published in the October 1989 issue of American Studies International. The final section brings together articles by Michael Malone,
William G. Robbins, and Walter Nugent which originally appeared in
the November 1989 issue of the Western Historical Quarterly.
The New Western History is tooted in the personal experiences
of its leading practitioners-in their passion, anger, outrage, and frustration. Its leading exponents are Patricia Limerick and Donald Worster.
Professor Limerick freely admits that her world view was conditioned
by growing up in Banning, California, the kind of arid and culturally
div~rse community that neither Frederick Jackson Turner lior his postWorld War II disciples gave much attention to in their studies of the
nineteenth-century West. Later, as a graduate student, she was presented with two. conflicting interpretations of history; that "historians
were purely objective assemblers of data" and that history was completely relativistic, an academic discipline in which " Everything was a
matter of point of view and interpretation" (p. 66). Limerick found the
second vi~w most persuasive.
",
Limerick's history builds on several interlocking assumptions. First;"
conquest, exploitation, suffering, and injustice better explain the West"
than heroic stories about white pioneers subduing the wilderness and
making a better life. The West is a. land of broken and unfulfilled
dreams, a regiori that more than any other reflects the seamy side of
the American past. Second, history should be useful and speak to the
problems of our time. As Professor Limerick explains: "Professors write
for other professors; specialization, jargon, and academic timidity have
placed a canyon between public audiences and intellectuals" (p. 76).
Third, since ther,e is no way to escape one's individual past, why try?
Why not celebra\te the unique vision our individual experience gives
us rather than engage in a futile struggle to deny or escape it in the
name of "objectivity"? Historians should care about their subjects and
not fear advocacy. By burying Turner once and for all, we will broaden
western history and resurrect a past more relevant to contemporary
concerns. We ~ill see the West in all its dimensions. The "mission" of
the NWH is to look at the West as a place-albeit with fuzzy boundaries-rather than as a process of economic development. It is to replace
•the model of "progress" and "improvement" that the' Old Western
:Historians embraced with one that demonstrates how all westerners
ihave interacted with each other and with their physical environment.
~Villainy should take its place hext to heroism, vice next to virtue, and
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defeat next to victory. All arbitrary and artificial boundaries between
the nineteenth- and twentieth-century wests should be obliterated.
Each of these essays deserves at least brief attention, and most
warrant a more thorough summary and analysis than they receive here.
The collection opens with Worster's piece, which argues that Turner's
famous 1893 address was an expression of the agrarian myth-narrowly conceived even for its own time. Turner assumed, in Worster's
words, that "a simple, rural people" moved west and there created "a
peaceful productive life.... Sturdy yeoman farmers would have here
the chance to live rationally and quietly, free of all contaminating influences" (pp. 7-8). The West offered a return to innocence, a haven
from the poverty, racial and class conflict common to the East of the
1890s. Not only was Turner wrong about how the frontier operated,
he lacked both the "critical acuity" and "intellectual passion" to criticize
his own society. He was both evasive and dishonest, blind to the
"shameful side" of westward expansion. He omitted from his story
"whatever interfered with what he regarded as the greater truth: the
genesis of a free people" (p. 10).
It is not so much that Turner misread the West that bothers Worster,
or even that Turner ignored the dark side of American history, but that
the father of western history turned study of the region into a patriotic
ritual. He paved the way for a generation of historians who were as
uncritical as the master, who continued to regard the West as a mythic
land long after industrialization'and urbanization had all but obliterated
whatever rural identity the region once had. Unfortunately, in recent
decades rampant western economic development has led to a "ruthless
assault on nature" and "death, depletion, and ruin" (p. 18). It has
produced a concentration of industrial power unprecedented in American history. Westerners have worked hard to catch up and become
players iIi. the national (and now international) economy. Yet, Worster
maintains, the West is still exceptional: "it may be the American west
that best exemplifies the capitalistic state at work" (p. 20). The region
contains "power elites that don't quite look like those in other areas,
particularly those elites located at intersections between the federal
land management agencies and their client groups-for example, the
Bureau of Land Management and the various livestock associations,
or the Bureau of Reclamation and western irrigation districts" (p. 21).
The mission of the New Western History is to explain how this concentration of power occurred, give the dispossessed a place in the story,
and show how the "majority, male-dominated culture" (p. 17) worked
and works. For too long, Turner has distracted westerners from considering the historical roots of their present condition.
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Many New Western Historians think that two of the field's new
subspecialties, women's history and environmental history, are central
to this reappraisal of the past. Peggy Pascoe credits the NWH with
encouraging the study of women in the West, but she suggests that
we need to look at the region as a "cultural crossroads" not just focus
on white pioneer women. Since" the exploitation and subjugation of
minorities has been a critical feature of western history, we must study
the interaction of race, class, gender, and domesticity to see how women
coped in a world where political and economic power were held by
men. Unlike many New Western Historians, however, Pascoe fears
that western historians talk only to themselves. "What I'd like to see,"
Pascoe notes, "is a western history less concerned with defining the
boundaries of its subfield and more concerned with connecting itself
to the rest of American history" (p. 43).
Richard White credits the New We.stern History with abandoning
the old distinction between "lands of nature" and "lands of culture."
He emphasizes that nature and culture exist on the same continuum.
Nature as something "out there"-remote and separate from human
beings--disappears in White's analysis. The West is different from other
parts of the nation "not only because it is physically different but also
because that difference is shaped by distinctive relationships between
contesting groups, and conflicts are resolved through an institutional
structure different in important ways from other parts of the country"
(p. 38). White thinks that environmental history must be read in human
institutions and values, not just in the land.
Elliott West's essay, "A Longer, Grimmer, but More Interesting
Story:' argues that western history is being reconceptualized in several
different ways: through the current concern for history "from the bottom up" (including his study of children); through a greater appreciation for the West as a unique place; through a reexamination of the
West's defining characteristics, such as aridity; and through the work
of those who are trying to see the story of the West as part of national·
or international stories. This last characteristic of the NWH prompted
the editors to include the William Robbins and Walter Nugent pieces.
Robbins' "Laying Seige to Western History: The'Emergence of New
Paradigms" repeats the familiar refrain that western history's basic
problem is lack of theory. While applauding the recent research in social
history, he suggests that the western experience should be treated as
one chapter in the emergence of "global capitalism" (p. 182). American
historians, he argues, have been slow to learn from European scholars,
who have long experimented with world systems, dependency· mod-
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eling, and other "novel formulations and methodologies" (pp. 18687).
Nugent's "Frontiers and Empires in the Late Nineteenth Century"
looks at the colonization efforts of European powers in different parts
of the world prior to 1914. It links the West to the expansion of Europe
and compares economic development in the West to that in other parts
of the world, but it is decidedly outside the NWH in its concern for
the frontier process. Nugent's central question is why did colonization
in some parts of the world result in the conquest of indigenous people
and in others not? There were many reasons, he thinks, but demography provides one of the best explanations. Whether a frontier was
stable or unstable and whether it flourished or disappeared depended
largely on the size and nature of the indigenous population, the number
of women among the intruders, whether the region was settled initially
by families or single males, and the age distribution of the men. Nugent
points out that Americans and Canadians wanted to settle and make
permanent homes in North America, not just exploit a hinterland.
Culture also played a part: native peoples in the western hemisphere
resisted conquest less successfully than the Hindus, Annamese, Thai,
or Javanese. None of this is surprising or particularly new, but Nugent's
typology is useful, particularly when supplemented with environmental historian Alfred Crosby's explanations of why Europeans were so
much more successful in conquering the New World than Africa or
Asia, as discussed in Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of

Europe, 900-1900 (1986).
Critics of the NWH receive only 13 of 214 pages of text. They
complain that the historiographical distinction between the OWH and
the NWH is unfair, misleading, and dangerous. It contributes to an
"us-them" mentality and fails to recognize that the vast majority of
western historians long ago accepted most of what the New Western
Historians are saying. For example, while Michael Malone has joined
a number of New Western Historians in urging that the West be regarded as an economic hinterland comparable to others around the
world, and while he thinks that Turner's thesis has outlived its use-.
fulness, he finds little new in the NWH. Most work published recently,
in his view, simply addresses different subjects and topics. Moreover,
while he considers the New Western History more "inclusive," that
very inclusiveness blurs its focus. It cannot be defined as a "school,"
as "progressive" history could, because neither "conquest" nor any
other interpretive model provides a tool powerful enough to unify the
field. Malone accepts western exceptionalism, insisting that aridity, a
heavy reliance on the federal government, the recency of the American
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frontier experience, and the region's dependence on extractive industries make it different (p. 148). Trends in the study of the West, he
contends, are simply a reflection of the historiography of the United
States as a whole. As proof, he notes that the New Western History
is weak exactly where American history as a whole is weak: in the
study of the economy, "the political and governmental order," and
"major events of day-tn-day life" (p. 100). He also denies that the NWH
has done a better job of building bridges between academicians and
the public than past masters. No one, he maintains, did this better
than the De Votos, Stegners, and Billingtons--to name just a few. It
remains to be seen whether the NWH will have such enduring public
appeal.
Gerald Thompson echoes many of Malone's points, adding that
the New Western History often suffers from "a simplicity of analysis."
He denies that a unified or coherent West has ever existed-at least in
the same way that the South was defined by slavery, secession and
Reconstruction, or that New England was defined by Puritanism and
.,
a sense of religious mission. According to Thompson, the balkanization'
of Western history, not the curse of Frederick Jackson Turner, produced
much of the current ferment in the field. Moreover, Thompson challenges the gloomy picture painted by many New Western Historians'
by arguing that life in the West has been better for most, which explains
why so many legal and illegal immigrants have flooded into California
and other states from Mexico, Latin America, and Asia. The West m a y '
not have lived up to its promise, but it still represents hope and opportunity.
The best essay in this volume-a model of good sense-is Brian
Dippie's "American Wests:. Historiographical Perspectives." Dippie, like
Malone, deemphasizes the line between old and new. His essay rests
on the assumption that there are good, bad, and mediocre historians
in all generations. None see everything, but some have greater vision
and construct more compelling narratives than others. A whole generation of scholars, from Earl Pomeroy and Howard Lamar to William
Goetzmann and Lewis Gould to Gene Gressley and Gerald Nash, tackled important topics in political, economic, and urban history that were
neglected by Turner. Only Earl Pomeroy has offered a persuasive alternative to the frontier thesis, but he has been neglected because he
questioned the West's uniqueness--the central and unquestioned article of faith among both the old and new western historians. Pomeroy,
of course, 'considered the West more imitative than innovative and
maintained that the frontier experience did more to reinforce traditional
values than to change them. Similarly, it is easy to forget that Pomeroy
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and Gerald Nash, not the New Western Historians, led the fight to
move the study of western history into the twentieth century. In short,
western history was in flux long before the NWH came on the scene.
Dippie is also skeptical that new methodologies will transform western
history. No theory or method will substitute for a lack of imagination.
In fact, as long as western historians think they must take all their cues
from others, the field will remain a backwater of American history (p.
136). The Dippie essay alone is worth the price of the book.
The NWH has added intellectual excitement to the study of the
American West, but'it has many blind spots. The insatiable appetite
western historians demonstrate for historiography is Frederick Jackson
Turner's most painful legacy. All historians take inventory from time
to time, and all fields are subject to malaise. But the energy some
western historians devote to the search for comprehensive theses and
models does little to advance our knowledge of the West. Since they
realize that finding an all-encompassing model is unlikely, they are
condemned, like the Flying Dutchman of legend, to search for a "port"
that is at least elusive, at most forbidden.
Western historians would do well to read and re-read Eric Monkkonen's "The Dangers of Synthesis" in the December 1986 issue of the
American Historical Review. Monkkonen argues that the splintering of
American history into smaller and smaller pieces over the last couple
of decades has resulted not just from specialization but from the healthy
realization that there is no "whole" national past. Specialization has
encouraged diversity and innovation while the search for synthesis has
often forced historians to "follow the leader" rather than to formulate
new questions and methods of analysis. Monkkonen cites the example
of his own field, American urban history. In the wake of Stephen
Thernstrom's The Other Bostonians (1973), the field became obsessed
with mobility studies, to the exclusion of many other important subjects. The Thernstrom synthesis became an end in itself, not the beginning of new scholarly process. "Although the writing of synthesis
continued, and article after article about the 'new' urban history poured
out (I have counted over sixty-five), publications of empirical research
apparently ceased" (p. 1149). The profession could survive without
synthesis, Monkkonen concludes, but not without the empirical research that provides the monographs and articles that serve as the
foundation for synthesis.
Whether Monkkonen is right or wrong about synthesis, many New
Western Historians seem intent on "killing the fathers." That may be
inevitable, but we should spend some time studying our family tree
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so that we understand what we have inherited and from whom. The
NWH has been slow to connect the history of the West to that of the
nation in the decades after World War II. It is important to remember
that the frontier thesis was popular among western historians not just
because it gave western history its identity and placed western history
at the heart of the national experience, but because Turner's ideas
reinforced many features of American exceptionalism that were widely
accepted well into the 1960s both within academia and without. As
Peter Novick (That Noble Dream: The "Objectivity Question" and the American Historical Profession [1988]) and others have shown, historians living
in the shadow of Hitler and Stalin were passionately committed to the
survival of the "Free World," including American democracy and the
"American character." The Cold War, McCarthyism, urbanization, a
rapidly rising standard of living, and many other changes in.American
life revived interest in the nature of American values and characteristics-values and characteristics that had been observed long before
Turner came on the scene. Among other things, the Cold War rejuvenated the American sense of mission and the national mania for
economic growth.
The independence movement that swept through Africa and other
parts of the world after World War II also forced historians to think
anew about what was special about the American experience and what
the United States had to teach the rest of the world~ The United States,
after all, had escaped from colonialism, produced a stable democratic
government, rapidly industrialized, and provided a comfortable standard of living to most of its inhabitants. These became the goals of all
former European colonies. Not surprisingly, in the 1950s and 1960s a
large number of American historians (the "Commonwealth School")
studied the role of the American states in promotiI).g economic growth
and development. Others, including such notables as David Potter and
Daniel Boorstin, were preoccupied with "American character" and would
have been had Frederick Jackson Turner never lived.
If the West has been "myth bound," so has the rest of the nation.
And unless we connect western history to larger patterns in the American experience, we can never understand the region's history. The
failure to place western history in a broader context has prompted the
charge that the "Old Western Historians"-who are seldom identified
and never allowed to speak for themselves-somehow captured the
past and held it hostage. Professor Limerick comes close to saying that
this was part of a conspiracy: "Sometimes restrained in voicing their
discontent [with the field's ruling establishment], any number of western historians chafed under the dominance of the Restored Old Western
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History" (p. 64). Who chafed and why is never spelled out, but perhaps
this sense of repression is why she concedes that the NWH "has some
of the qualities of a showdown, with the Old and the New taking aim
at each other from opposite ends of Main Street" (p. 61). That confrontational tone is most obvious in Worster's essay. New Western
Historians-like the New Left historians of the 1960s and 1970s-are
far more concerned with ideology and the search for a "usable past"
than were earlier western historians. But it is one thing to say that
"old" western historians did too much to celebrate the past and promote economic growth, or even that they unwittingly justified the
existence of an unjust social order, and quite another to say (as Worster
does) that in the 1950s and 1960s "not a few western historians acted
as though they were charter members of the Chamber [of Commerce],"
or that that generation of historians sent their students into the archives
"to collect data and make footnotes," or that it was a generation "intellectually timid, long on footnotes and bibliography but short on
original ideas, especially short on uncommon or unconventional ideas"
(pp. 10, 13, 22-23).
Professor Worster calls for taking "alternative ideas seriously" and
for thinking "as rationally as possible about them." Unfortunately, he
fails to heed his own advice. We should encourage the expression of
bold and controversial ideas-such as Worster's proposal that historians "look at the past through the eyes of an American Indian" or "try
to examine human behavior from a nonhuman perspective-to look,
as it were, through the eyes of the rest of nature" (p. 24). But we should
discourage the attempt to discredit ideas through name-calling. Worster
pledges that the New Western History will not "offer cover for the
powers that be" and not "become subservient, by silence or consent,
to them." And he declares that western historians need to escape their
"subservient role of cheerleader or defender" (p. 24) and "perform
deliberately and thoughtfully the role of cultural analyst, even to the
point of presuming now and then to be a self-appointed moral conscience of their society" (p. 23). I admire Worster's passion and eloquence, but I also understand why many western historians feel more
of an obligation to the past than to the present. We should respect those
who do not find overarching theories convincing and who searchperhaps in vain-for some way to understand the past on its own
terms. Historians feel different obligations, both to their craft and to
the society they live in. Not all care to be, nor should we expect them
to be, social critics, and real dialogue requires a measure of humility
and forbearance on both sides. That, I think, is what worries critics
most about the NWH. Anger and passion can produce great history.
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They can also produce an intellectual arrogance and condescension
that stifles creativity.
Western history exhibits most of the same strengths and weaknesses as the rest of American history. The history written today is
not necessarily more interesting, more "inclusive," or more relevant
to the present than the work of earlier generations. Politics, government, economics, and "great lives" are largely missing. They are also
missing from American history asa whole, but there. the battle lines
between the "old" and "new" seem to be fading. We are learning to
live with cultural diversity in the West and the nation, though the
process has been and will be painful. Can we learn to live with diversity
in our scholarly discourse? Or will we impose a new orthodoxy that
will limit our vision even more than Turner?
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"It's Your Misfortune and Nom! of My Own": A New History of the American vyest.
By Richard White. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. xi + 644
pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, index, bibliographies. $39.95.) .

"It's Your Misfortune and None
of My Own"-·A New History
of the American West:
A Review Essay
MICHAEL P. MALONE

''',

,

Richard White, McClelland Professor of History at the University of
Washington, is quite correctly acknowledged to be one of the brightest
and most thoughtful and innovative historians of the American West
today. This eagerly awaited volume amply lives up to anticipation that
it would be a thoroughgoing re-thinking of the subject.
Whenever a writer purports to write a "new history," our antennae
shoot upward, and quite appropriately so. This volume exhibits the
same sort of self-conscious revisionism as did the "New History" of
the 1920s, as proclaimed by James Harvey Robinson and Charles Beard.
More to the point, its affinity with the "New Social History" that arose
during the past quarter-century in general United States historiography
is quite obvious. And even more to the point, White is a card-carrying
member of that little band of devotees to what practitioners term the
"New Western History." He draws, in fact, heavily upon the work of
the other leading historians of this school, such as the environmental
historian Donald Worster, and expresses his indebtedness to others
such as Peggy Pascoe, William Cronon (who disavows the label, inMichael P. Malone is president of Montana State University. He is the author of
numerous books and articles concerning the history and historiography of the American
West.
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cidentally), and particularly its most emphatic spokesperson, Patricia
Nelson Limerick.
The volume does, indeed, set forth an interpretation that embodies
the vaunted "New Western History." First of all, it pays no homage to
the dean of the old frontier historians, Frederick Jackson Turner, nor
does it preoccupy itself with frontiering, as did the traditionalists in
this field. Such main themes of the frontier historians as exploration,
the fur trade, Indian wars, the mining and cattle rushes, and particularly the farmers' frontier, are treated-usually rather cursorily-less
as pioneer epochs than from a socio-economic-institutional perspective. In some cases, especially the great farmers' invasions of 18801920, this neglect of pioneering is troubling.
In predictable contrast, this aptly entitled book features a starkly
pessimistic interpretation. Here, the focus is not upon triumphant white,
male frontiersmen, but rather upon the broad diversity of peoples and
environments that paid the price of their acquisitions. To a large extent,
as in Limerick's writings, the West is depicted as a region of conquest
and of failure. "The American West is a product of conquest and of
the mixing of diverse groups of peoples" (p. 4).
Even in dealing with such prosaic topics as the fur trade or the
westward migrations or frontier mining, White consistently exhibits
his sociological bent and his strong ties to the New Social History. He
also, not surprisingly, adheres closely to the preoccupations of his
earlier publications on environmental history, Indians, and social banditry. Thus, his consistent focus is upon ethnic minorities-primarily
Indians, Hispanics, and Blacks-and not upon the white majority, which
sometimes seems as amorphous as it does in the platform of the national Democratic Party. The western environment, as depicted by White,
is less cornucopic than it is despoiled; the regional social structure
herein described is far more stratified and exploitive than it is permeable; and the economic and political systems that he reveals have
produced more frustration than they have successes.
The book has much to recommend it. Its analyses of social structures, from the frontier of New Spain to the Black migration to Los
Angeles, are highly sophisticated and insightful. So are the discussions
of the evolution of the western economy. Western ranching, mining,
and lumbering, for example, are refreshingly assessed from a modernist and analytical perspective, rather than from the traditional vantage that seemed to assume that frontiering was inherently more
important than all the history that followed it. Similarly, the political
discussions, while episodic, are intelligent and well informed, making
the best of recent comparative and analytical studies. The West that
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emerges from these pages is not the West of most textbooks in United
States history-that is, the West qua gunfights, cowboys, and Indiansit is, rather, the West as dynamic region.
Considering the broad sweep of his study, White is also reassuringly accurate in his depictions and free from errors. The few of these
that do occur, such as confusing the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad with the modern Burlington Northern, are generally minor,
and are in fact more telling in their paucity than in their frequency.
The author does draw exceptionally heavily upon his western places
of residence, namely Utah and Washington, for his examples, but that
is hardly a matter for serious concern.
There are, however, larger problems here. The "Readings" bibliographies that end each chapter are remarkable both for their brevity
and for their seemingly incongruous selectivity. Major works in the
field, both established authorities and newer revisions, are missing.
One can argue that these bibliographies are simply eclectic, but such
an argument is not convincing for a book that claims to be a sweepingly
new and encompassing history of a major region. This problem reaches,
in turn, to the philosophic heart of the matter: is the "New Western
History" really as new as it purports to be? Or, by looking past much
of the newer scholarship of the past quarter-century, does it make out
to be iconoclastic by knocking down, once again, the Turnerian and
"Wild West" straw men that have, in fact, been on their backs for
decades? In fairness to White, he does not make such claims here, as
his compatriot Limerick does often. But such bibliographic brevity does
raise the question of whether such sources have simply been ignored,
or whether they have been consulted but not credited.
Another problem concerns what is covered, and what is not. Just
as the Turnerians focused excessively upon pioneering, this "new history" excessively ignores it. And even beyond that, such a significant
topic as, say, industrial mining, seems slighted, and to be considered
more in light of the environmental problems it has posed than as a
subject in its own right. Politics and government, for another example,
is treated insightfully but episodically, with major facets of the subject
left untreated. In the context of such a heavy socio-economic focus,
the cultural history of the region is largely ignored. A final chapter on
"The Imagined West" ponders the western mystique, but it only scratches
at the surface of the region's rich literary, artistic, and architectural
history, or even of the subject at hand-the West in popular culture.
And sometimes, the author's fondness for the victims and the
downtrodden leads him to questionable conclusions, conclusions that
seem to project current political concerns backward in time. "Current
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studies," for instance, are cited to reveal, seemingly, "that most nineteenth-century westerners advanced only slightly or not at all during
their working lives" (p. 286). Sioux and other plains Indians "repeatedly
proved themselves more than a match for the blue-coated federal soldiers in battle" (p. 104). And, we are told, prostitutes were tolerated
in western towns in part "as a warning of the penalties paid by women
who did not conform to the social roles demanded of them in American
society" (p. 307).
In the final analysis, White's book represents a mixed achievement.
On the one hand, it brings a high level of analysis to a broad range of
western topics, primarily social and economic topics, and it is felicitously written. Given the sorts of subjects dwelt upon, this is no mean
achievement. It underscores, as White's previous books have done,
the author's exceptional abilities and erudition. It is the fullest and
highest achievement yet of the so-called "New Western History," and
any serious student of the region can learn much from it.
On the other hand, this book, like earlier renderings of the "New
Western History," can no more claim to be the "correct" or even most
solidly based interpretation than could the best products of the frontier
school, like the writings of Ray Allen Billington. Each has its own
predilections; and, frankly speaking, Billington's writings had at least
one clear distinction that this volume does not. They were demonstrably based upon a thorough grounding in the scholarship of the
field. If this book is so based, that is not evident from the bibliographies
herein included.
Was and is the West a land of conquest, failure, environmental
despoliation, and frustrated minorities? Of course, it most assuredly
was and is. Was it a land of triumphant frontiersmen, opportunity,
success, and bliss? Ditto! Richard White's far-ranging and challenging
history has much to offer us. But, like the New Western History itself,
it is neither as new as it might seem nor as broad in its coverage as it
needs to be to qualify as a truly general regional history that will stand
the test of time.

Book Reviews

Moses Austin: His Life. By David B. Gracy II. (San Antonio: Trinity University
Press, 1987. xx + 303 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Moses Austin has been a rather shadowy figure for historians of Texas
and the West. Most remember him for securing a colonization grant in Texas
from Spain in 1821 and then dying soon after his return to Missouri, leaving
his son to fulfill his Texas dream. In other words Moses was best known for
being the father of Stephen F. Austin, the father of Texas.
David Gracy has changed that. By diligent research in primary sources in
this country and abroad, by drawing inferences from deed and court records,
by looking at a plethora of printed primary and secondary sources, the author
has described Moses Austin and his life about as well as one could possibly
hope.
This portrait seems to this reviewer to be of a rather typical frontier entrepreneur. Austin went into the merchandise business in Connecticut, moved
to the new capital city of Philadelphia to open a dry goods business with his
brother, speculated in lead mining in Virginia, took and forfeited on a contract
to roof the Richmond capitol building with lead sheeting, settled in Missouri
to buy a lead mine, nearly went bankrupt when lead prices dropped after peace
in 1815, and faced insolvency with the Panic of 1819. As he tried to extract
himself from the always thin edge of financial disaster, he speculated in Arkansas land, was sued by his brother for nonpayment of debts, and eventually
traveled to Texas to futher speculate in land settlement. Before one judges
Austin's business ventures too harshly, one must remember that in nineteenthcentury America, effort counted. Failure was not such a cultural burden then.
Although Gracy does not place Austin in the larger perspective of frontier
history, he does a very good job of describing the entrepreneur's career. Less
satisfying is the intimate portrayal of the man. Undoubtedly because of the
paucity of personal correspondence, the private man does not appear in this
biography. A rather hazy portrait of Austin emerges, despite his battles with
his brother, as a loyal family man, who loved his wife and children and was
honored and loved by them in return. That certainly would help explain why
Stephen wanted to fulfill his father's dreams for Texas and a fortune. Nevertheless, the book is more of Austin's career than his life.
That caveat is a minor one. Gracy has written a fine biography. Given the
copious research that went into the writing of this book, one suspects that this
301
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biography of Moses Austin will be the "definitive" study of his life. Now some
enterprising biographer needs to write a new biography of Moses' son.
Robert A. Calvert
Texas A&M University

Chaco & Hohokam: Prehistoric Regional Systems in the American Southwest. Edited
by Patricia L. Crown and W. James Judge. (Santa Fe: School of American
Research Press, 1991. 369 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, bibliography,
index. $35.00 cloth, $15.95 paper.)
Roads to Center Place: A Cultural Atlas of Chaco Canyon and the Anasazi. By Kathryn
Gabriel. (Boulder: Johnson Books, 1991. 300 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts,
tables, bibliography, index. $13.95 paper.)
Two new books on the culture of the prehistoric Chaco Anasazi reflect the
continuing fascination of this subject and the near heroic attempts by scholars
and writers to comprehend the enigmatic Chacoans.
Chaco & Hohokam actually focuses on the cultural system of the Chaco
people as compared to that of their equally influential southern neighbors, the
Hohokam. This book is the outcome of a 1987 School of American Research
seminar whose aim was to study the origin and growth of these contemporaneous systems, how they were bounded, and why they abruptly terminated.
The volume contributors-W. James Judge, Stephen H. Lekson, R. Gwinn
Vivian, H. Wolcott Toll, Lynn Sebastian, Patricia L. Crown, David Z. Gregory,
W. Bruce Masse, David E. Doyel, David R. Wilcox, and Charles L. Redmanare established archaeologists who have been involved in recently completed
projects relating to the Chaco or Hohokam systems. Their essays address topics
such as settlement patterns, subsistence, material distributions and exchange,
and sociopolitical complexity. While the authors' perspectives differ in numerous respects, they agree that the Chaco system had an economic basis and
"ultimately functioned to even out scarce resources-effectively to make them
predictable to the individual." This economic basis was itself served by ritualism, expressions of which can be found in architecture, formal village layout,
and road building.
Readers of Chaco & Hohokam will be able to compare these powerful prehistoric cultures in terms of their rise and fall, management, economic base,
and ritualism. Readers will learn, for example, that while the Chaco regional
system collapsed at its resource-deficient core (Chaco Canyon), the Hohokam
system began to fall but was able to reorganize in its fertile, irrigated core area
(the Phoenix Basin). They will also learn that while Chaco ceremonies were
held indoors and those of the Hohokam were held in open public ball courts,
the public architecture of both systems served "to draw populations from
diverse areas for the purpose of exchange and interaction."
Roads to Center Place deals with Chaco's puzzling system of so-called roads,
over 320 kilometers of which have been mapped. The author, who is a journalist, provides a thorough and well-researched discussion of the Chaco road
network. She describes its extent and features, compares it to other known
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historic road systems around the world, and summarizes the evolving interpretive theories of past Chaco road observers. She also offers an "Anasazi
Atlas" of forty-one known roads or road fragments.
Gabriel herself seems to favor' a road interpretation springing from Anasazi-Pueblo cosmology, which she interprets through the writings of anthropologists. She views the roads as "an expression of spiritual values" and suggests
that they may have been designed and used to ritually reenact Anasazi stories
of migration from their place of origin in the north. She does not underscore,
however-as do some of the Chaco & Hohokam authors-the potentially utilitarian aspect of ritual.
These two new volumes have differeing intended audiences. Chaco & Hohokam is written by scholars for scholars, although it will be appreciated by
well-initiated nonspecialists, too. Roads to Center Place provides a good overview
to Chaco's perplexing roads and offers a fresh perspective on their significance
that deserves further consideration. Readers with an established interest in
pre-Columbian cultures of the Southwest will find both works to be worthwhile
additions to their bookshelves.
David Grant Noble
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Apache Wars: An Illustrated Battle History. By E. Lisle Reedstrom. (New York:
Sterling Publishing Co., 1990. 256 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendiX,
notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Literally hundreds of books have been published over the years on the
Apaches and their difficulties, militant and otherwise, with white and black
Americans. Most make some pretense to accuracy, integrity of research, and
original intent in their compilation and presentation. A minority fail to offer
these things, and a very few are so lacking that they scarcely qualify for recycling into paper usable for better luck in some future effort. It is unpalatable,
to say the least, to attempt to review one of the latter specimens, but such is
Apache Wars: An Illustrated Battle History by E. Lisle Reedstrom, which is at very
best a throwback to a century ago when not much authentic material was
available.
This book is a collection of frequently published photographs, some misidentified, and not a few with no conceivable purpose in being included in an
"Apache" book, plus the text of a military report here and there, and gobs of
matter lifted from U.S. military manuals of the past, along with a selection of
garish paintings by the author showing uniforms and his conception of Indian
dress and "tactics" during the years of conquest.
Most distressing is Reedstrom's text. There is scarcely a paragraph that
fails to include mistakes of fact. An attempt to correct all errors in this book
would make a review as tedious as the volume itself. Reedstrom includes a
sizable bibliography, apparently very little of which he has read, or retained
if he did read it. He makes statements without attribution, taken from works
he does not list. His bibliography includes big gaps, and if he intends it to be
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a complete listing of the works he consulted, he is a writer who lacks discrimination in his research as well as commitment to the record.
The book is called a "battle history," which it decidedly is not. It is difficult,
in fact, even to envision the audience he had in mind. The work is of little use
to those with any knowledge of the subject, too scatter-gun in approach to
inform those with no previous understanding, and not well-shaped for the
juvenile reader, unless it be the very juvenile.
Dan L. Thrapp
Tucson, Arizona

Westward the Texans: The Civil War Journal of Private William Randolph Howell.
Edited by Jerry D. Thompson. (EI Paso: Texas Western Press, 1990. 184 pp.
Illustrations, maps, appendix, notes, bibliography. $20.00.)
On August 31,1861, nineteen-year-old William Randolph Howell enrolled
in the Confederate Army in San Antonio as a member of General Henry Hopkins Sibley's Brigade. The young private was to participate in Sibley's New
Mexico Campaign, "one of the most important [campaigns] of the Civil War,"
according to Jerry D. Thompson, associate professor of history at Laredo State
University and an authority on the Civil War in the Southwest.
Like many soldiers in Sibley's Brigade, Howell kept a journal of his wartime experiences, documenting the long march across West Texas and the
journey north into New Mexico where the Confederates overpowered Union
defenders just north of Fort Craig at the Battle of Valverde. Continuing north,
Private Howell recorded the Confederate entry into Albuquerque, where he
remained tending to a sick friend while the two armies clashed in the Battle
of Glorieta near the territorial capital of Santa Fe. Rejoining his unit days later
in Santa Fe, Howell documented the agonizing Confederate retreat south,
through the mountains west of Socorro and then finally pushing east from EI
Paso for the grueling return march to San Antonio.
Most of Howell's journal entries are brief but objective. He records miles
covered, conditions of the road, towns entered, and activities of the men while
in camp and on the road. He also makes observations about the flora and
fauna, weather, and the health of the troops. A typical entry is that of February
9, 1862, as Sibley's army draws closer to Fort Craig: "Travel 10 or 12 miles and
camp on river. Snow visible to the left on mountains. Ice floating down river.
Water almost too cold to drink" (p. 85).
In these brief entries Howell documents the daily grind that is the lot of
most soldiers and the specific hardships that befall Sibley's Army of New
Mexico. Even though Howell's journal provides much less detailed information
about Sibley's invasion of New Mexico than the Civil War journal of A. B.
Peticolas, edited by Don E. Alberts, publication of Howell's journal is welcomed for its firsthand account of this important Civil War campaign.
Westward the Texans is more than a well-edited Civil War journal, however.
Adding immensely to its value is Thompson's fifty-page introduction, in which
he provides a succinct account of Sibley'S New Mexico Campaign and a critical
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analysis of primary sources for studying this campaign. Anyone working on
the Civil War in New Mexico will want a copy of Westward the Texans.
Darlis A. Miller
New Mexico State University

Astoria and Empire. By James P. Ronda. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1990. xiv + 400 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $25.00.)
Occasionally an author and his publisher succeed in producing a work
that is engaging and highly readable to a general audience, as well as thoroughly researched and tightly argued for scholars. Astoria and Empire is one of
these unusual contributions that will be remembered for artistry in writing as
well as rigor in method.
Ronda is well known for his writings in early American history and for
his Lewis and Clark Among the Indians (1984). Here he explores John Jacob Astor's
venture on the Columbia, an enterprise traditionally portrayed as little more
than an ill-conceived and undercapitalized probe into the Northwest that was
destined to fail; or, as a daring overland adventure. Breaking with these two
schools of interpretation, Ronda traces the evolution of Astoria as an idea,
born in a shadowy world of whispers and intrigues that tantalized British,
Canadian, Russian, and American global thinkers during the last quarter of
the eighteenth and the first decade of the nineteenth centuries.
In a fascinating series of narrative chapters on the course of imperial
designs, Ronda reviews European- and North American-sponsored exploration of the Northwest. As policymakers in London, Washington, Montreal,
and St. Petersburg "competed" individually for future shares in the fur, Indian,
and China trades, they collectively added pieces to an increasingly complex
geographic and ethnic puzzle. Through business and political associations in
Montreal, New York, and London, as well as waterfront gossip among sailors
and merchants, Astor gathered essential knowledge that made him perhaps
the best informed person of his day for transcontinental projects. Within this
context, the short-lived Pacifie Fur Company and its small post at Astoria are
presented as an important and logical experimental link between exploration
and geographic reckoning, with better-studied ~xtractive and settlement frontiers following the War of 1812.
As the title of the study asserts, Ronda sees the process of the creation
of the Pacific Fur Company between 1807 and 1810 as private enterprise linked
with national foreign policy and domestic expansion. Although few documents
have survived directly linking Astor with Jefferson or his plans for the West,
Ronda paints a believable scenario wherein we see close cooperation, if not
collusion, between the houses of Congress, the presidency, and that of J. J.
Astor. The abrupt transfer of Astoria to the British during the War of 1812
does not, according to Ronda, reduce the importance of this precedent wherein
public and private sectors shared in the planning, execution, and potentially
in th~ fulfillment of American continental expansion.
This book will appeal to a very diverse group of scholars including business
historians, students of the history of exploration and cartography, specialists
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on the Early National Period, and those firmly rooted in Western Americana.
Ronda's prior work in ethnohistory and his sensitivity to Native American
responses to imperialism further add a commendable dimension to this revisionist treatment. Appropriately, the book is dedicated to the late Donald
Jackson, whose lifetime of scholarship on this period in American history
provided the documentary foundation for the solid interpretation offered here.
William R. Swagerty
University of Idaho

American Indian Resource Materials in the Western History Collections, University of
Oklahoma. Edited by Donald L. DeWitt. (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1990. xiii + 272 pp. Illustrations, index. $32.95.)
One of the most important bodies of primary research materials relating
to the American Indian is located at the University of Oklahoma's Western
History Collections (WHC). Indian-related resources constitute approximately
20 percent of WHC's holdings. Previously, no comprehensive guide toWHC's
Indian materials existed that permitted scholars to determine the pertinence
of such riches to their research projects. This situation has been rectified with
the publication of American Indian Resource Materials in the Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma.
Donald L. DeWitt and his able collaborators proceed on the proposition
that the utility of such a compendium depends on the degree of its comprehensiveness. Therefore, because such materials are difficult to locate, microform, serial, sound recording and photographic collections are also treated.
Historians are not the only scholars who will greatly benefit from such an
approach. The volume will also support research endeavors in such areas as
ethnology, government, and religion.
Scholars specializing in these disciplines will discover that WHC'c crown
jewel is its series of Indian-related manuscript collections. A principal criterion
established by Bradford Koplowitz for determining which of these sources
would be included for compilation was "which smaller, less well known or
previously undescribed collections exhibit high research potential?" On this
basis, Koplowitz devised an eminently sensible principle. If it contained "a
series or even an item of significance for understanding American Indians,
that collection is included."
These collections concentrate heavily on the Indian experience in Oklahoma. The Five Civilized Tribes are extensively covered. Exemplifying the
breadth and depth inherent in WHC's Indian-related manuscripts generally,
besides the voluminous records associated with the Cherokee and Choctaw
Nations, this guide reveals much additional information concerning these groups'
political, economic, and legal affairs that can be gleaned by an examination of
such papers as those of Green McCurtain and the Redwine Trading Company.
Researchers with an interest in the areas of Indian rights and education should
find the discussions concerning the American Indian Institute and the. Oklahoma Indian Rights Association useful.
Complementary to the discussion of manuscripts is Nathan Bender's treat-
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ment of Indian-related textual and microform materials held by WHCs Library
Division. Bender cites the Frank Phillips Collection as one of its principal
holdings. A particular strength is its corpus of works written in various Native
American tongues. Also prominent are its holdings of American Indian-related
newspapers and periodicals. Many runs, though, are either incomplete or of
short duration. Important microform collections included the Indian Rights
Association and Quaker and Presbyterian mission records.
In summary, this volume is an important contribution to its genre. That
it alerts one to the existence of primary materials not easily located elsewhere
alone justifies its publication. Its index is superbly functional. Every scholar
haVing a serious interest in American Indian affairs should own a copy of this
indispensable reference tool.
John A. Turcheneske, Jr.
River Falls, Wisconsin

The Magnificent Mountain Women: Adventures in the Colorado Rockies. By Janet
Robertson. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990: xxi + 220 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $21.95.)
Janet Robertson's purpose in The Magnificent Mountain Women is to add
women's experience and perspective to tales of life in the rugged terrain of
the American West. She focuses on women who chose the challenge of life in
the Colorado Rockies. These women are not pioneer wives unhappily following :,,::
husbands into unfriendly terrain. Mountains may (and often do) visit extreme
hardship on her mountaineers, but they also provide the women with landscapes for freely chosen accomplishment. Her subjects include expedition
climbers, recreational hikers, botanists, tour guides, lodge and restaurant owners, and conservationists from 1850 to the 1980s. She explores "how this harsh
land affected these women and how they in turn have enriched our appreciation of the mountains by their writing, their work, and their example" (p.
xi).
The book offers new source material generated by Robertson's research
among family papers and personal interviews with living mountaineers and
relatives of earlier women. The most interesting chapters concern the botanists
and those Robertson dubs the "modern recreationists." Alice Eastwood, who
worked in Colorado in the late 1800s before achieving fame as Curator of Botany
at the California Academy of Sciences, is for the first time presented as one
among a number of women dedicated to cataloguing, claSSifying, and understanding the region's flora. Women who climbed the most challenging peaks,
covered the toughest routes using the most challenging methods, make up the
recreationists. Robertson's history of such women's gradual shift from reliance
on male leaders to controlling their o';Vn climbs is lively and informative, perhaps because of her own experiences on Colorado's highest peaks.
The Magnificent Mountain Women could have been strengthened by more
selective narrative of the individual lives considered. Robertson provides comprehensive biographies on every woman included. Irrelevant details detract
from the focus on mountain adventure. Cataloguing the experience of each
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woman separately also diffuses the analytical thread of the book. Throughout,
Robertson misses opportunities to suggest how women's culture may have
helped (or hindered) their adventures in the mountains. Robertson's conclusions are then relatively thin in addressing the central question of women's
contributions to life in the rugged landscapes of the Rockies.
Vera Norwood
University of New Mexico

The Popular Mood of America, 1860-1890. By Lewis O. Saum. (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1990. ix + 284 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $40.00.)
In 1980, University of Washington historian Lewis O. Saum wrote The
Popular Mood of Pre-Civil War America, in which he attempted to discover the
mindset of the "common people." A decade later, he has carried the same
quest into the post-bellum world with The Popular Mood of America, 1860-1890.
Taken together, these two books provide a marvelous window into the cosmos
of that most elusive sector of the American nation.
Saum's methodology is straightforward. He read through hundreds of
manuscript collections, diaries, and published letters, drawn from every section of the country. As every researcher knows, this means that he encountered
scores of fragmentary stories. No sooner does one enter into a particular historical world than the diary ends or the letters stop abruptly, leaving a number
of unanswered questions. From these fragments, however, Saum has teased
out a level of deeper meaning. By focusing on shifts in word choice, varying
phrases, and underlying sentiments, he has pieced together a whole that is
larger than the sum of its parts.
As Saum reads it, the intellectual world of the common people shifted
steadily from a pre-Civil War sense of Divine Providence to a more "modern"
appreciation of the roles of luck, chance, and fortune. He discerns this gradual
secularization as deriving not so much from Charles Darwin (to whom he
found no references) as from two items much closer to home: the Civil War
and the American West.
The four years of the war between the states seriously eroded the shared
ante-bellum sense that God oversaw the fate of every individual. The chaos
of Gettysburg and Antietam was simply not comprehensible within this older
framework. As a Confederate soldier put it, "ware is very unsertin."
Life in the trans-Mississippi West proved equally "unsertin." The gold
rushes and silver strikes, the booms and busts of instant prairie cities, all fed
into an atmosphere that proclaimed "whirl" as the new king. The old order
was no more.
Saum puzzles over what exactly replaced these former attitudes. He discovered an increased interest in politics and a surprisingly modern faith in
education as a means of personal advancement. But surely something more
"transcendental" must have helped fill this gap. Could it be a "restructured"
faith? Nationalism? Material possessions? Nature? Professionalism? One hopes
that Saum has yet another volume in the works to explore these themes for
the turn-of-the-century years. His thoughtful, reasoned analysis provides us
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with our best understanding of a group, whom, as Abraham Lincoln once put
it, the Lord must have loved because He made so many of them.
Ferenc M. Szasz
University of New Mexico

Thomas O. Larkin: A Life of Patriotism and Profit in Old California. By Harlan
Hague and David J. Langum. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990.
xiii + 304 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $28.95.)
This biography does much to rescue an important historical period from
the jealous grasp of Dame Romance. "Old California" is that mysterious place
that existed before the Gold Rush explicitly dictated what Americans would
think and do about their far western possession. Many coats of romantic hue
cover the writings we have of this place; in this book, authors Hague and
Langum have begun the important task of scraping away layers of myth. "Old"
California began to meander into "new" with the arrival of Anglo traders like
Thomas Larkin in the 1820s and 1830s. The crucial transition, however, took
place in the 1840s-just before, during, and after the Mexican American War.
The decade proved to be an interregnum of sorts, a pause between the province's Mexican era and California's 1850 admission to statehood. It is in their
discussion of this period that Hague and Langum have contributed most to
the scholarly literature of western America.
Thomas O. Larkin was an archetype of the New England speculator and
merchant who journeyed to the foreign shores of California in the early decades
of the nineteenth century. Once there, these men discovered niches in the
livestock economy that allowed them to prosper. Unlike many of his contemporaries, however, Larkin chose to exploit the available mercantile and trade
opportunities while largely disdaining the world outside his account books;
he stepped much more tentatively into Mexican culture than other Anglos of
the period. Perhaps in part because of this, Larkin was a good choice to be
flour man in California" for the empire-minded Polk administration. Charged
with carrying on hushed and delicate diplomatic maneuvering with Mexican
authorities, Larkin might have worked out a peaceful transfer of California to
the United States. But the clumsy actions of fellow Americans rendered Larkin's
passive imperialism moot. Larkin's sensitive negotiations were squashed between the revolutionary rhetoric of the motley "Bear Flaggers" and the (still
mysterious) militaristic bluster of John C. Fremont. The United States had long
cast a covetous eye toward Mexican California: Larkin's peaceful maneuvers
notwithstanding, it was clear that the Polk government would take the province
most any way it could. In the end, the hostile acts of Fremont and his onagain, off-again Bear Flag allies proved perfectly timed with the outbreak of
war in Texas, thereby making potentially embarrassing antics look merely
anticipatory. California hostilities were simply rolled up into the manifest destiny bundle that became the Mexican American War. His secret agent days a
failure, Larkin even suffered a brief stint of house arrest at the hands of Mexican
authorities; at the end of the war he left diplomacy to resume his true calling
as Yankee acquisitor.
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Like most good biographies, this book chronicles a life across the seams
of important historical transitions. In doing so, Hague and Langum have added
depth to a too-thin body of literature. And by maintaining a contextual frame
that includes reference to events "back in the States," they have succeeded in
making this an important study of nineteenth-century America.
William F. Deverell
University of California, San Diego

Creating the West: Historical Interpretations 1890-1990. By Gerald D. Nash. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991. xi + 318 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, $15.95 paper.)
Gerald D. Nash originally presented the chapters of this volume as the
sixth annual Calvin P. Horn Lectures in Western History and Culture at the
University of New Mexico, utilizing the occasion to review western historiography one hundred years after "the supposed dosing of the Western frontier
in 1890" in the hope that "such an analysis will provide context and perspective
on the subject which will be helpful in its future development" (p. vii). Nash
believes that historians have usually thought of the West as either a frontier,
a region, an urban civilization, or a mythical utopia. He devotes two chapters
to the literature of the frontier, allocates one to each of the other categories,
and ends with a short conclusion.
Although each of the generations of American historians that have studied
the West since the late nineteenth century has included individuals primarily
committed to one or another of these approaches, the relative number of
authors involved has varied across time, as have their topical interests,and
their attitudes and conclusions about the West. The explanation for such divergence, Nash believes, lies mainly in the changing ecologies of succeeding
generations of historains. "In writing about the West," maintains Nash, "his- •
torians have also been writing about themselves, about their own social, economic, and cultural backgrounds, their geographical location and their
environment" (p. 259).
Through time American historians became more numerous, less waspish
and affluent in background, less rural or small town oriented, and less dominated by those of New England or Middle Western origins. Different domestic
politics and foreign relations influenced the successive cohorts. Frederick Jackson Turner and his generation were proud of America's past, and secure in
their present; their successors between the great wars were less assured and
more aware of the complexities of western history, its ethnic and colonial
dimensions, and its failures. Post-World War II historians brought a new cynicism and awareness of diversity to their work, as well as increased understanding of the global nature of westering. During the traumatic sixties, entering
scholars became increasingly negative and pessimistic in their evaluation of
the history of the past and present Wests. Although some members of the first
generation sought to use history in understanding their world, presentism
became almost the rule within the historical cohort of the 1970s and 1980s. By
1990 western history had become fragmented, committed to cultural rather
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than environmental d~terminantsand to much use of social science theory and
method. Now many western historians were searching for new "interpretive
or synthetic concepts" (p. 265). But by this time as well, concern with environmental degradation was leading many to concede environmental factors a
role in shaping historical outcomes.
This volume is an excellent survey of the ways in which historians have
interpreted the American West during the last one hundred years. It is thoughtful, thorough, and clearly argued. The bibliography is an ideal starting point
for anyone interested in identifying the major books and articles dealing with
the subject. Readers may find the argument of the book a bit repetitive and
the description of generational mindsets may impress some as overly facile or
ecologically determinative but Creating the West is a historiographic landmark.
Allan G. Bogue
University of Wisconsin, Madison

When Is a Kiva?: And Other Questions About Southwestern Archaeology. By Watson
Smith. Edited by Raymond H. Thompson. (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1990. xii + 274 pp. Illustrations, map, charts, tables, notes, bibliography,
index. $35.00.)
This fine book honors archaeologist Watson Smith with nine selections
from his published work. Each is introduced by Raymond H. Thompson,
volume editor and director of the Arizona State Museum in Tucson, and there
is a brief biographical sketch by Smith's sometime colleague, Richard B. Woodbury.
. Watson Smith was born in 1897 and became an attorney. He came to
southwestern archaeology in the 1930s without formal training, making a transition that is almost unheard of today but was not so unusual then. His primary
contributions are linked to the Peabody Museum of Harvard University, and
to investigations by that institution in western Anasazi and northern Mogollon
regions. He lives and still works in Tucson, where the Harvard connection
was once memorialized by the name given his home-cum-laboratory: "Peabody
Museum West of the Pecos."
Watson Smith is not as well known as he should be outside the world of
southwestern archaeology and this volume serves to introduce him to a new
audience. It is also a welcome reminder that clear thinking, clean writing,
humanistic ideals, and professional archaeological literature need not be strangers.
Smith writes in plain English-no neologisms for him-with wit and precision;
he is erudite, encyclopedic, critical, and rational. Most of his major work is
technical, built upon careful descriptions of sometimes massive quantities of
material from excavated sites. But he describes so that he can analyze, and he
analyzes in order to come to grips with the human significance of the rubble
that are his data. Each data bit is a piece of social history, and he moves with
measured pace from data to human context to social analysis. Every time. He
never seems to lose sight of the fact that every potsherd that he describes and
. classifies is a link between ourselves and unknown, untold persons who made
and used it when it was a pot.
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SeV'en of the essays are excerpts from monographs, which is about right.
Most of Smith's writings are large-scale works that could have been deadly
dull but which, in his hands, have almost epic qualities. They can be referred
to over and again, with purpose, at random, or to be virtually plagiarized.
Had he written nothing but the massive "Kiva Mural Decorations of Awatovi
and Kawaika-a," chapters of which compose a third of this book, his reputation
would be secure. But he did much more, and much of the best is here.
J. J. Brody

Sandia Park, New Mexico
Custer's Last Campaign: Mitch Boyer and the Little Big Horn Reconstructed. By John
S. Gray. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991. xviii + 446 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00.)
The author of numerous articles and books about the Great Sioux War of
1876-1877, John S. Gray here presents an epic account of Lieutenant Colonel
George A. Custer's defeat that is destined for permanent inclusion in the
pantheon of Little Big Horn historiography. The book is divided into two parts.
The first traces the ancestry and early life of Michel ("Mitch") Boyer, a mixedblood Sioux scout, during the early years of white-Indian confrontation on the
northern plains. Gray presents much new material about the heretofore little
known Boyer, who becomes the constant through which Gray pursues his
assessment of the Little Big Horn campaign. In the spring of 1876 the scout
guided Colonel John Gibbon's command along the Yellowstone River in eastern
Montana as it awaited Brigadier General Alfred Terry's column from Dakota
Territory. Later, a fateful directive attached Boyer to Custer's force as it started
up Rosebud Creek en route to the Little Big Horn.
This sets the stage for Part Two of the book, which focuses on the singular
events leading to the defeat of Custer's Seventh Cavalry Regiment and particularly the loss of his immediate command. Employing the technique of timemotion analysis, Gray offers a cornucopia for Little Big Horn connoisseurs that
will either give them eternal peace or prompt them to dissect his evidence and
conclusions. In short, Gray offers the most sweepingly comprehensive and
substantive analysis of Custer's route to destruction since Charles Kuhlman's
now-discredited theory appeared in the early 1950s. Moreover, Gray's research
is additionally valuable in correcting data that has previously been misrepresented or misinterpreted, such as the factors bearing on Captain Frederick W.
Benteen's now-obvious ineptitude and the mutually orchestrated post-battle
cover-up by officers who participated in the controversial Weir Point sortie.
The use of time-motion analysis is most intriguing in determining what
happened to Custer's battalion before and after it engaged the Indians in the
area of Medicine Tail Coulee ford at the Little Big Horn River. As Gray explains,
"The plan of procedure is to construct time-motion patterns for all the other
units to form a 'surround' of Custer's path and use the interconnections to
impose constraints on his progress, both in time and space" (p.280). In undertaking the "surround," Gray also reexamines pertinent testimony, notably
that of last messengers Sergeant Daniel Kanipe and trumpeter John Martin,
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to advance his judgments. He employs the accounts of the Crow Indian scouts
to advantage, and especially those attributed to the well-known Curley. Gray
takes part of Custer's column to an initial engagement (a "feint," Gray believes)
at the mouth of Medicine Tail Coulee while the balance under Custer halted
farther up the coulee to await reinforcements. The two units eventually regrouped near the southeast comer of the present park boundary, where Curleythe last player/factor in the time-motion sequence-departed,leaving the events
of Custer's annihilation (and thus the demise of Mitch Boyer) to the realm of
educated conjecture.
Some will disagree with aspects of Gray's fairly precise conclusions. For
example, this reviewer, influenced by Custer's historic sense of purpose when
in imminent contact with the Indians, views his suggested pause in Medicine
Tail for seven to eleven minutes as patently un-Custerlike behavior. There are
undoubtedly other elements that can be reasonably challenged, but that is not
so much Gray's fault as it is the nature of the beast that is Custeriana. In sum,
Gray's analysis, by and large, is impressively drawn; it is an immensely logical
reconstruction that should stand the test of time. As a contribution to Custer
and Indian wars literature, it is indeed masterful.
Jerome A. Greene
National Park Service

Buffalo Hump and the Penateka Comanches. By Jodye Lynn Dickson Schilz and
Thomas F. Schilz. (EI Paso: Texas Western Press/University of Texas at El Paso,
1989. 57 pp. Illustrations, map, notes. $12.00 cloth, $7.50 paper.)
The Schilzes have written an excellent "ethnobiography" of Po-cha-naquar-hip, or Buffalo Hump, a Penateka Comanche war chief and diplomat in
the mid-nineteenth century. The authors sketch his development to manhood,
his rise to tribal leadership, and his contact with the Spanish, Mexicans, and
Americans. They successfully place his biography within the context of Indianwhite relations on the Southern Plains.
The Penatekas were the southernmost and the most powerful Comanche
tribe. They inhabited the river valleys of central Texas and numbered eight
thousand people. Penateka society encouraged "corporate" leadership by the
civil, or peace, chiefs. Generally "mature," "distinguished" warriors, they served
as advisers to their people. Their decisions carried enormous weight in Penateka society. Their principal challengers were the war chiefs who built their
following on success in war and who were free to act on their own impulses.
Born in the first decade of the nineteenth century, Buffalo Hump learned
the warrior craft in raids against the Spaniards during the late 1810s. By his
early twenties, he had become both a revered and feared war chief. Although
a bold, brash warrior as his people expected, he generally obeyed the counsel
of the civil chiefs. When the Texans killed twelve civil chiefs at the Council
House Fight in 1840, the Penatekas made Buffalo Hump their principal war
chief. He subsequently led his people in a punishing war of retaliation. In
1844, he bowed to the demands of Old Owl, an influential civil chief, and
negotiated a shaky peace with Sam Houston, the president of Texas. Honoring
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the wishes of his elders, he diverted the raids of his warriors from the Texas
frontier to the northern provinces of Mexico.
Although Buffalo Hump tried to defend the Penateka way of life, he met
violent resistance from Anglo society. The Penatekas shared large communal
hunting grounds; the Anglos enforced private landowership. Penateka warriors waged war to garner personal honor, horses, and captives; Anglo soldiers
fought their enemies to occupy land and even to exterminate them. The Penatekas incorporated captives into their tribe; the Anglos were motivated by
raCial hatred to practice genocide. Observing no distinctions between the different Comanche tribes, they punished the Penatekas for raids by the middle
and northern Comanches.
In 1849, the Penatekas looked to Buffalo Hump as their principal civil
chief. They acknowledged and rewarded his qualities of "equanimity, diplomacy, and mediation." In his lifetime warfare, famine, and disease had reduced
his tribe to one thousand people. During the 1850s, Buffalo Hump witnessed
the invasion of Penateka country by white settlements. He watched the bison
herds diminish and his people starve. In 1854 he, Ketumse, and other civil
chiefs agreed to relocate their followers to the Clear Fork reservation. In early
1855, Buffalo Hump and four hundred followers fled Clear Fork and resumed
their raids on the Texas settlements, but federal troops mauled them at Rush
Creek in 1858. The Penatekas, without Buffalo Hump, settled at the Fort Cobb
agency in Indian Territory. He found refuge among the Kiowas along the north
Canadian River and continued to raid Texas and Mexico. He died sometime
between 1862 and 1867.
Buffalo Hump is an excellent choice for classroom adoption. The writing is
clear and conCise. The narrative is colorful and entertaining. The Schilzes have
meticulously reconstructed the biography from a combination of both primary
and secondary sources. Their brief volume would be a solid introduction to
the practice of both ethnobiography and contact history.
Durwood Ball
University of New Mexico

"The Whorehouse Bells Were Ringing": And Other Songs Cowboys Sing. Edited by
Guy Logsdon. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1989. xxii + 388 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
The life of a cowboy is characterized by cycles of exhausting work and
long, monotonous hours on the range. Creative "punchers" have put this time
to good use creating a rich tradition of popular songs and poetry varying from
innocuous to bawdy. Guy Logsdon, former director of libraries at the University
of Tulsa, has collected cowboy songs since 1957. Many of these are explicitly
bawdy, deflating the virtuous and chaste stereotype perpetuated by cowboy
movies and television series. Logsdon selected sixty-one songs for this volume
based upon personal preference, authenticity, and novelty. The majority are
unabashedly bawdy, unexpurgated, and would be rated NC-17 under the new
motion picture code. However, this should not stop serious students of cowboy
culture.

BOOK REVIEWS

315

Underneath the customarily vulgar poetry lies insight into what was (and
is) a hard and expressly unromantic profession. These songs convey the dirt,
sweat, lust, low pay, and long hours far better than any revisionist history.
Yet, despite this foray into stark reality, one is left with an appreciation of the
ingenious literary tradition and coarse humor of the cowboy. A tradition that
continues, in bowdlerized form, with a new generation of cowboy poets who
share their creations at cowboy poetry festivals and on the Tonight Show.
The author personally collected most of the selections from working cowboys in the field. He searched exhaustively for variants in folk music, ethnomusicology manuscripts, and discography collections. Each entry is accompanied
by extensive notes citing the author of the song, known variants, information
on singers, existing recordings, and transcriptions in other archives.
This work will not be popular with those who seek to perpetuate the myth
of the American cowboy. It is valuable for anyone who seeks to understand
the reality and continuing traditions of the American West.
Byron A. Johnson
The Albuquerque Museum

Wind's Trail: The Early Life of Mary Austin. By Peggy Pond Church. Edited by
Shelley Armitage. (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1990. xxi + 215
pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95.)
Several efforts have been made in the last decade to chronicle the life of
Mary Hunter Austin (1867-1934), perhaps the most prominent woman writer
of the Southwest. These include Augusta Fink's I-Mary (1983), and Esther
Lanigan Stineman's Mary Austin: Song of a Maverick (1989). Now in print is
Wind's Trail, the story of Austin's early years, written by Peggy Pond Church.
Almost twenty years in the making, it was begun in 1967 as a full-length
biography. Church, who was a native of Santa Fe, New Mexico, died in 1986.
Surely a knowledge of the formative period in Mary Austin's life is important to our understanding of the development of her literary career, which
flourished in the literary colonies of Carmel-by-the-Sea, Greenwich Village,
and Santa Fe. Austin's legacy includes over thirty published books and a
national reputation as naturalist, mystic, folklorist, feminist, novelist, and poet.
However, it was her egocentric, overbearing personality, as much as her startling range of accomplishments, that fascinated many of her acquaintances,
including Church, nearly forty years Austin's junior and the youngest member
of the Sal1ta Fe literary colony_
Mary Austin was born in Carlinville, Illinois, in 1867 and migrated west
to California in 1888. She described the early years of her life in her autobiography, Earth Horizon, published in 1932. This highly subjective and imaginatively embellished account became the primary source for Wind's Trail. As
published, Church's work takes up one hundred and forty-five pages. Two
fine essays by the editor Shelley Armitage-one on Austin's relationship·with
Church and the other on Austin's career as a writer-fill out the attractively
published volume. A previously unpublished Austin essay, "The Friend in the
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Wood," is also included. Written in 1928, it describes Austin's mystical belief
in the life force and intuitive knowledge.
Church authored numerous works of poetry and a memoir, The House at
Otowi Bridge: The Story of Edith Warner and Los Alamos. In Wind's Trail she tries
to interpret Austin's early years and adolescence as an unwanted child and
"ugly duckling." While Church's intent to analyze the origin of Austin's complex personality is laudable, her biography does not provide any new information and is dated in approach. Her attempt to explain Austin's inner life
and creativity in terms of folklore, myths, and archetypes is juvenile in presentation. Originally begun as a biography for children, Church's work lacks
the sophisticated analysis necessary for a scholarly contribution.
The more substantive interpretation is provided by Shelley Armitage, a
professor of English at West Texas State University. In her efforts to contextualize Church's work, Armitage creates a comparison of Church and Austin
that is interesting and insightful. For example, she cites their common belief
in "myth and metaphor to map the inner development of the personality."
Armitage is particularly lucid in summarizing Austin's relationship with nature
and in explaining her literary theories, noting her link with the Imagists, in
particular Ezra Pound. While Church's work is seemingly the raison d'etre for
the publication of Wind's Trail, it is the inclusion of Armitage's essays and
Austin's "The Friend in the Wood" that makes the book a significant contribution to Austin studies.
Karen S. Langlois
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona

Life Lived Like a Story: Life Stories of Three Yukon Native Elders. by Julie Cruikshank.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. xvi + 404 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $50.00.)
Life Lived Like a Story is an unusual, maybe unique, book. It is not anthropology, history, autobiography, biography, or even life history-it is a combination of all of them. It records the stories of three women born around the
Klondike Gold Rush (1896-98) in southern Yukon Territory, Canada. Initially,
Cruikshank tried to direct the women to talk of events chronicled in written
records, but the women patiently shifted the emphasis to "more important"
accounts--those central to their traditional narrative.
All three women use a similar format but have distinctly different styles.
They first establish the kinship relationship of their family and the geographic
place from which each came. Then cultural history is interwoven with their
own life history. Finally, place names add clarity and depth to each story by
tying together the cultural history with the personal history. The women believe
that culture is transmitted by and through stories. Thus, stories and songs of
creation, instruction, and mythical beasts are more important than historic
events. Their perception of their roles are captured in such phrases as, "My
stories are my wealth," "Old-style words are just like school," and "I've tried
to live my life right, just like a story."
Cruikshank's sensitivity to the culture and respect for her collaborators
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make this book more than a collection of life histories. Using little anthropological jarg"on; she provides the reader with enough cultural context to understand the stories. She also analyzes the stories and the storytellers within
the framework of scholarly expectations, broadening the scope beyond simple
oral history. She compares these stories with similar themes found in other
cultures. She also contrasts the differences in life stories between women and
men. Men focus on historic events or particular crises; women emphasize the
relationship between people and nature (kinships and place names). Throughout Cruikshank is modest and gives full credit to the three women. Because
she faithfully uses the women's own words, sometimes the stories become
confusing. Apparently, Native American languages do not recognize the difference between "him" and "her." Thus, there is occasional inconsistent use
of pronouns.
The reader, like Cruikshank, finishes the book with an appreciation for
the life and culture of these three women. There is pathos when one reads of
the loss of their children, wonderment at the independence exerted in prefeminist days, and joy for the love each woman radiates for her culture.
Melody Webb
Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park

Death Comes for the Chief Justice: The Slough-Rynerson Quarrel and Political Violence
in New Mexico. By Gary L. Roberts. (Niwot: University of Colorado Press, 1990.
xviii + 204 pp. Illustrations; notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
One of the aspects of nineteenth-century life in the western territories of
the United States was violence. Gary Roberts' volume deals not with Willa
Cather's archbishop, but the chief justice of the New Mexico Territorial Supreme Court. The author has produced an in-depth study of a significant
violent incident in territorial history, investigated both its causes and ramifications, and successfully placed the event within both larger regional and
national contexts. The book's central event is the cold-blooded murder of Chief
Justice and war hero John P. Slough by William L. Rynerson, one of the rising
stars in territorial politics. The Slough shooting's significance lies in the legitimization of assassination as a territorial political expedient for at least four
decades! The real subject of the book, however, is a broader look at western
violence.
Richard Maxwell Brown lauded Robert M. Utley's High Noon in Lincoln:
Violence on the Western Frontier (New Mexico Historical Review, April 1989) for
treating western violence seriously. Roberts deserves no less an accolade for
his treatment of the same subject. His analysis of the persistent use of violence
and its contextual discussion make this work exceptional. Roberts finds New
Mexico's "unenviable reputation for lawlessness, mayhem, and assassination';
a product of its own unique blend of conditions supporting and condoning
political violence. He postulates that it is the general conditions themselves
which engender violence-without reference to place (either urban or frontier).
The unique aspect of western violence is its mythology; it proceeds not from
a Wild West syndrome, but from general conditions existing elsewhere, too.
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Territorial government provided only a weak authority structure. The slow
adaptation of traditional Hispanic political practices to the new Anglo-American democratic system "subverted both traditional Hispanic practices and
Anglo-American law." Violence underscored the resulting systemic frustration.
When political novices like Justice Slough disturbed the uneasy equilibrium
by his crusade to reform the jury system, his removal by violent means could
be justified as being in the community interest!
Rynerson's unpunished murder of Slough is not without historical parallel
outside of New Mexico. During the Civil War, Brigadier General Jefferson c.
Davis shot and killed Major General William Nelson in a Louisville hotel lobby.
Like the Rynerson-Slough affair, this too was ostensibly an affair of honor. This
incident also correlates well with Roberts' postulated conditions encouraging
violence.
The existence of a unique American national character has been a recurring
subject of scholarly discussion since the time of Alexis de Tocqueville. Death
Comes for the Chief fustice contributes to understanding that unsettling and
recurrent strain of violence that runs through our national history-and character.
Robert L. Hart
Lincoln County Heritage Trust

The Nightway: A History and a History of Documentation of a Navajo Ceremonial.
By James c. Faris. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1990. xii
+ 288 pp. Illustrations, charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00.)
An anthropology professor at the University of Connecticut, James C.
Faris provides in The Nightway the first major study in half a century of this
major Navajo ceremony. The Nightway remains today a vital element in Navajo
culture--centrally important in healing, in the restoration of harmony. Thus
Faris' book is all the more significant, for it speaks to a ceremonial alive and
enduring.
As Faris explains in his introduction, the Nightway is divided into three
parts. Initially he reviews how Kluckhohn and other anthropologists have
studied and perceived the ceremony. Nightway practice must be understood
in the unfolding of Navajo history. Ceremonial texts are then analyzed, with
a full discussion of the various narrations from the era of Washington Matthews
to the 1930s.
Part II begins with a chapter co-authored by Linda Hadley about the
different hataali and apprentices of this demanding ritual. Compensation and
forms of instruction are also reviewed. Faris analyzes in a fourth chapter the
"organizing vision" of Nightway sandpainting, including a listing of sandpainting reproductions and photographs. Twenty-two plates in color from the
Father Berard collections at the Museum of Northern Arizona and the University of Arizona and the Robert Euler collection at the Museum of Northern
Arizona augment this discussion. An additional chapter is devoted to ceremonial material culture, or jish. Readers of Charlotte J. Frisbie's recent book,
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also published by the University of New Mexico Press, will be especially interested in this consideration of Nightway masks and medicine bundles.
Part III presents the complete Nightway text of Hosteen Klah, the lengthiest English narration available to us. As the full version has not been published'
previously, Faris is to be particularly commended for the text's inclusion. A
brief but telling conclusion argues in part for the importance of examining
practice rather than being deflected by concerns for "underlying symbols,
cardinal messages, subliminal structures, or eternal archetypes" (p. 240).
This impressive volume is dedicated to eighteen Nightway hataali. All
proceeds from its sale will be given to the Ned Hatathli Cultural Center Museum of Navajo Community College. Serious students of Navajo history and
culture as well as public and academic libraries in the Southwest will want to
purchase a copy of this remarkable study.
Peter Iverson
Arizona State University

Helen Hunt Jackson and Her Indian Reform Legacy. By Valerie Sherer Mathes.
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990. xvii + 235 pp. Illustrations, map,
notes, bibliography, index. $27.95.)
Books about American Indians cover various topics, romanticizing wars
with western "heroes" and "savage" Indians, biographies about such heroes
or even Indian leaders, policy studies, tribal histories, and ethnohistorical
accounts. This importnat new book combines two underrepresented topic&women in biography and Indian reform. It is about a woman reformer of Indian
affairs in the late 1800&-Helen Hunt Jackson, a determined easterner who
traveled westward and became immersed in the problems of Indians. Touched
by their poor living conditions, she wanted to do something for them, and
focused her efforts on the California and mission Indians.
So, what was Jackson's strategy to help Indian people? Valerie Mathes
tells us that Jackson used her skills as.a journalist to author two works, A
Century of Dishonor (an expose of Indian poverty in the 1800s), and Ramona (a
novel about California Indians) with motives to arouse national support. The
author portrays Helen Hunt Jackson as another Harriet Beecher Stowe, but
the time was not right for Jackson to be as equally effective. In presenting the
Jackson story, Mathes compares the two novels, Ramona and Uncle Tom's Cabin.
She stressed that Helen Hunt Jackson encouraged Indian reform and influenced
the Women's National Indian Organization, the Indian Rights Association,
and the Lake Mohonk Conferences. Although Jackson was not as well known
as Harriet Beecher Stowe, Mathes has helped us to remember the important
contribution of Helen Hunt Jackson.
This Indian reformer was not a Victorian American woman. Her outspoken
point of view placed her outside of women's values in the nineteenth century,
and in the forefront of the women's reform movement. History is helped by
Mathes' political biography in demonstrating that women played pertinent
roles in shaping history, and that this period of Indian r~form reflected a
growing national concern about Indians in some influential circles. No longer
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the enemy, they were a people who lost their way of life. American Indians
faced a new reality of changes in their lives, and this useful book tells us about
a key person helping this transition.
Donald L. Fixico
Western Michigan University

So Much to Be Done: Women Settlers on the Mining and Ranching Frontier. Edited
by Ruth B. Moynihan, Susan Armitage, and Christiane Fischer Dichamp. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. xxii + 325 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography. $32.50 cloth, $12.95 paper.)
So Much to Be Done is a collection of letters, diaries, and memoirs by
nineteen women who lived in the trans-Mississippi West in the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. More than half of the writings here were previously
published as memoirs or articles in popular magazines. The remainder are
selections from diaries housed in manuscript collections at the Beinecke Library
and the Arizona Historical Society. Eighteen of the women whose work appears
in this volume were Anglo. The other document included is a selection from
Life Among the Paiutes, the memoir and expose of United States Indian policy
by Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins, a well-known advocate for her own Paiute
people in particular and for Native Americans in general. The Winnemucca
Hopkins selection attracted a wide audience in its day and still stands on its
own as a powerful piece of writing. However, it seems somewhat out of place
in a collection most successful at conveying the extraordinary diversity of Anglo
women's experiences on the frontier. It is not clear if they should be called
"settlers"; in several cases, their lives seem to have been marked more by
transience than stability. The reader sometimes wonders, along with Arizona
ranchwoman Sadie Martin, "Is there anything permanent on this beautiful
desert?"
The editors deserve congratulations for sifting through what we now know'
to be a wealth of documents by western women, and selecting vivid pieces of
varied length. In choosing to preface each document with an editors' introduction, they have followed the example Dichamp set in her 1977 collection
of women's writing, Let Them Speak for Themselves. The shortcomings of the
book have more to do with this format than with either the documents collected
or the editors' concise and useful insights. In the first place, those who put
together collections of primary sources ask readers to make their way through
sometimes repetitive, sometimes archaic accounts. The payoff is that each
document draws the reader into a mundane story which depends, for its
narrative effectiveness, on the sudden turns and surprises that make real life
dramatic. The editors' introductions here sometimes pull the punches. Thus
before we ever get into a particular woman's story, we learn of a husband who
dies in mid-narrative, or a sick child, or a natural disaster that wipes out a
promising beginning. If we already know what is going to happen to these
women, why bother to read further?
The answer, of course, is that we read these accounts to see how their
authors coped with the natural and cultural challenges that faced them in the
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process of transforming what they called the West. In these women's own
words we find triumph and pleasure and contentment as well as fear, anger,
and despair. Editors need, however, to beware muting the voices they seek to
amplify by both summarizing the documents presented and including excerpts
that go on too long.
Virginia Scharff
University of New Mexico

The Academic Chairperson's Handbook. By John W. Creswell, Daniel W. Wheeler,
Alan T. Seagren, Nancy J. Egly, and Kirk D. Beyer. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1990. xiii + 128 pp. Bibliography, appendixes. $15.00.)
The research on which this book is based involved qualitative interviews
of two hundred department chairs in seventy colleges and universities. The
subjects were nominated by senior academic officers on their campuses for
excellence in assisting faculty growth and development. The authors, all specialists in educational administration at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
assume that departments headed by chairs are appropriate and useful structures. From their interviews, they have identified, evidently inductively, fifteen
strategies for faculty professional development. Their tone is generally upbeat
and positive.
The first thing that a prospective reader of this book should know is that
in no way is it, in spite of the implication of its title, a handbook of departmental
administration. It addresses only problems of faculty development encountered by chairs, and gives no attention whatsoever to the many other dimensions of chairing an academic department, such as hiring, budgets, administrative
and secretarial staff, dealing with the public, or even students.
If the more limited objective of the book as an approach to faculty development is accepted, the authors and their respondents have some useful insights to offer, and experienced chairs will certainly find much that is familiar
here. However, reading this book, a prospective chair might form the impression that the job involves only the remediation of underachieving faculty.
Indeed, the disturbing aspect of the authors' approach is that it is oriented to
the lowest common denominator. What is one to make, for instance, of the
case of a psychology department belonging to a doctoral-granting institution
in which no faculty in the department publish? (p. 80). So much of the authors'
attention is focused on cases of individual faculty whose teaching and research
performance are seriously deficient, that one is left wondering what has happened to the operation of the hiring and retention processes in these departments. Given the responsibility of colleges and universities, whether public or
private, to recruit and maintain faculties displaying the highest standards of
teaching and scholarship achievable, such problems are, of course, very serious. But some attention to strategies designed to achieve those goals from
the outset, and to encouratge already good faculty to be excellent, would be
welcome.
Jonathan Porter
University of New Mexico

Book Notes

Historical Atlas of Texas. By A. Ray Stephens and William M. Holmes.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1989. vii + 64 pp. Maps,
tables, bibliography, index. $15.95 paper.)

Old Indian Days. Charles A. Eastman. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1991. xxiv + 279 pp. $8.95 paper.)

Indian Boyhood. By Charles A. Eastman (Ohiyesa). (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1992. xxii + 289 pp. Illustrations. $9.95 paper.)
Wigwam Evenings: Sioux Folk Tales Retold. By Charles A. Eastman (Ohiyesa) and Elaine Goodale Eastman. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1990. xii + 253 pp. Illustrations. $7.95 paper.)
Claiming Breath. By Diane Glancy. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1992. 115 pp. $15.95.)

To the Foot of the Rainbow: A Tale of Twenty-Five Hundred Miles of Wandering
on Horseback through the Southwest Enchanted Land. By Clyde Kluckhohn.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1992. x + 276 pp.
Illustrations, map. $15.95 paper.)

Fools Crow. By Thomas E. Mails and Dallas Chief Eagle. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. 278 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendix,
notes, bibliography, index. $9.95 paper.)
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The Anasazi and the Viking. By A. Tanner Smith. (Santa Fe: Sunstone
Press, 1992. 133 pp. Illustrations. $10.95 paper.)
New 'Mexico's Railroads: A Historical Survey. By David F. Myrick. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1990. xxi + 276 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendix, index. $16.95 paper.)
My Friends CallMeC.C.: The Story of Courtney Chauncey Julian. By William
Gardiner Hutson. (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 1990. 126 pp. Illustration.
$10.95.)
Of One Mind. By Myrtle Stedman. (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 1990. 121
pp. $10.95 paper.)
California Indian Nights: Stories of the creation of the world, of man, of fire,
of the sun, of thunder, etc.; of coyote, the land of the dead, the sky land,
monsters, animal people, etc. ,Compiled by Edward Winslow Gifford and
Gwendoline Harris Block. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990.
x + 323 pp. Illustrations, map, index. $9.95.)
The Benteen-Goldin Letters on Custer and His Last Battle. Edited by John
M. Carroll. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991. xxiii + 312
pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $9.95 paper.)
The Gold Rush Widows of Little Falls: A Story Drawn from the Letters of
Pamelia and James Fergus. By Linda Peavy and Ursula Smith. (St. Paui:
Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1990. xxiii + 304 pp. Illustrations,
maps, notes, index. $29.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
Nature and the American: Three Centuries of Changing Attitudes. ~y Hans
Huth. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. xlvi + 250 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $9.95.)
Lyon Hunts and Humor: True Life Hunting and Adventure Stories. By Tolbert
James "Shorty" Lyon. (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 1990. 120 pp. Illustrations. $12.95 paper.)
,
Wild West Characters. By Dale,Pierce. (Phoenix: Golden West Publishers,
1991. Illustrations, index. $5.95 paper.)
Alex Posey: Creek Poet, Journalist, and Humorist. By Daniel F. Littlefield,
Jr. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992. 330 pp. Illustrations,
map, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95.)
Caudillos: Dictators in Spanish America. Edited by Hugh M. Hamill. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992. x + 373 pp. Illustrations,
map, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
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West of Hell's Fringe: Crime, Criminals, and the Federal Peace Officer in
Oklahoma Territory, 1889-1907. By Glenn Shirley. (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xi + 496 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, index.
$16.95 paper.)
Ironworks on the Saugus: The Lynn and Braintree Ventures of the Company
of Undertakers of the Ironworks in New England. By E. N. Hartley. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xvi + 328 pp. Illustrations,
table, notes, bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.)
Doing What the Day Brought: An Oral History of Arizona Women. By Mary
Logan Rothschild and Pamela Claire Hronek. (Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 1992. xxxvii + 174 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography,
index. $40.00 cloth, $16.95 paper.)
Understanding the Central America Crisis: Sources of Conflict, U.S. Policy,
and Options for Peace. Edited by Kenneth M. Coleman and George C.
Herring. (Wilmington, Delaware: Scholarly Resources, 1991. xix + 240
pp. Map, tables, notes, index. $40.00 cloth, $13.95 paper.)
Final Harvest and Other Convictions & Opinions. By C. L. Sonnichsen. (EI·
Paso: Texas Western Press, 1991. vii + 90 pp. $12.00 paper.)
Weird and Tragic Shores: The Story of Charles Francis Hall, Explorer. By
Chauncey C. Loomis. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991. xii
+ 387 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.)
Wild Voice of the North. By Sally Carrighar. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991. 191 pp. Illustrations. $8.95 paper.)
Icebound Summer. By Sally Carrighar. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1991. xi + 262 pp. Illustrations, map. $9.95 paper.)
Victorio and the Mimbres Apaches. By Dan L. Thrapp. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. xx + 393 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.)
Wyoming Biographies. By Lawrence M. Woods. (Worland, Wyoming:
High Plains Publishing, 1991. 224 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index.
$23.50.)
Robbers Roost Recollections. By Pearl Baker. (Logan: Utah State University
Press, 1991. 194 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes. $9.95 paper.)
Footfalls: Echoes of the Life of My Time 1895-1985. By Frances Broene
Rogers. (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 1992. 193 pp. Illustrations, bibliography. $12.95 paper.)
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North American Range Plants. By James Stubbendieck, Stephan L. Hatch
and Charles H. Butterfield. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1992. xv + 493 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendix, bibliography, index.
$45.00 cloth, $20.00 paper.)
The Cowgirls. By Joyce Gibson Roach. (Denton: University of North
Texas Press, 1990. xxiii + 259 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography,
index. $15.95.)
West West West: Major Paintings from the Anschultz Collection. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1991. 132 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $25.00 paper.)
Belle Starr and Her Times: The Literature, The Facts, and The Legends. By
Glenn Shirley. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xi + 324
pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $11.95 paper.)
The Rocky Mountain Wonderland. By Enos A. Mills. (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1991.liii + 387 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $14.95
paper.)

News Notes

The Library of Congress, in a major exhibition scheduled to open
on August 13, 1992, will explore issues surrounding the dramatic meeting of two separate and complex parts of the world that occurred on
October 12, 1492, when Christopher Columbus unwittingly landed in
the Bahamas.
1492: An Ongoing Voyage, a Quincentenary exhibition, addresses
the worlds of America and the Mediterranean on the eve of 1492 and
looks at Columbus' voyages and their continuing consequences in the
Americas from 1492-1600. It suggests that the ensuing encounters of
the peoples of these two separated parts of the world, precipitated by
the 1492 landfall, are ongoing and evolving.
The exhibition will be on view in the Madison Gallery of the James
Madison Memorial Building, 101 Independence Avenue, S.E., Washington, D.C., from August 13, 1992 through February 14, 1993. Hours
for the exhibition are 8:30 A.M. to 9:30 P.M. Monday through Friday, and
8:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. Saturday and Sunday.
The Western History Association has issued a call for papers to be
delivered at the thirty-third annual meeting of the Association, to be
held in Tulsa, Oklahoma, October 13-16,1993. A brief summary of prospective papers, with names and a short paragraph on each presenter
and commentator will be most useful. The committee will assume that
all those whose names appear in proposals have agreed to participate.
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Proposals should be sent by September 1, 1992 to the committee chair,
Malcolm J. Rohrbough, Department of History, University of Iowa, Iowa
City, Iowa 52246. Those who submit proposals will be notified of their
status by January 15, 1993.
The Thirty-Sixth Annual Missouri Valley History Conference will
be held in Omaha, Nebraska, March 11-13, 1993. Proposals for papers
and sessions in all areas of history are welcome. Such proposals, accompanied by one-page abstracts and vitae, should be sent by October
15, 1992. Contact Dale Gaeddert, Missouri Valley History Conference,
Department of History, University of Nebraska at Omaha, Omaha, Nebraska 68182.
The public is invited to joint Forest Service archaeologists, historians, and cultural resource specialists to help preserve and interpret
the past through the National Forest program Passport in Time. The
1992 summer-fall projects include excavations of prehistoric Indian sites,
Army encampments and early logging camps, development of interpretive trails, restoration of historic fire towers and cabins, design of
public information exhibits and brochures, and restoration of endangered rock art. Volunteer applications are currently being accepted; no
experience is necessary for most projects. In New Mexico, projects are
offered at the Gila and Santa Fe National Forests. For information contact Passport in Time Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 18364, Washington, D.C.
20036, (202) 293-0922.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO NEWS
by Robert R. White
The Historical Society of New Mexico annual conference was held
in Durango, Colorado, from April 30 to May 3, 1992. Originally planned
for Farmington, New Mexico, with one or two events scheduled in Durango, the conference had to be moved when two other organizations
scheduled conferences in Farmington for the same time,- thereby overloading the available meeting and lodging facilities. At the invitation
of the Center of Southwest Studies at Fort Lewis College and the La
Plata County Historical Society, the conference was therefore moved to
Durango.
About 125 people registered for the conference and attendance was
good at all fourteen sessions. Presentations were made by 32 people,
with topics ranging from colonial to modern aspects of New Mexico
history.
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At the awards banquet on May 2, the Society presented the following awards:
Gaspar Perez de Villagra Award for outstanding publication to:
1. Sandra Schackel, Social Housekeepers: Women Shaping Public Policy
in New Mexico, 1920-1940, University of New Mexico Press.
2. R. C. Gordon-McCutchan, The Taos Indians and the Battle for Blue
Lake, Red Crane Publishers.
Ralph Emerson Twitchell Award for significant contribution to history in various fields, including fine arts, to Clinton Adams, Printmaking in New Mexico, 1880-1990, University of New Mexico Press.
Edgar Lee Hewett Award for service to the public to Octavia Fellin.
Ms. Fellin was city librarian at Gallup, New Mexico, for forty-one
years until her retirement in 1989. She developed the library there
into a fine research facility for persons interested in the history of
west-central New Mexico and the Navajo country. Upon her retirement, the library was renamed in her honor.
L. Bradford Prince Award for historic preservation to Terry Lamm
of Bernalillo, New Mexico. He spent years in the identification and
documentation of buildings by Abenicio Salazar (1858-1941). This
research led to the establishment of the Abenicio Salazar Historic
District and its listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez Award for historic surveys to
Boyd C. Pratt and Dan Scurlock for a series of six regional overviews of history and historic architecture in New Mexico, prepared
between 1986 and 1991 for the State Historic Preservation Division.
Lansing B. Bloom Award for publication by a society to the Sandoval County Historical Society for their journal, El Cronicon.
The recipient of the Board Award was Robert W. Frazer, who taught
history at the University of Wichita, UCLA, and California State
University at Long Beach but is now a resident of New Mexico. His
speciality is western military history, particularly with regard to
economic impact and cultural development. Perhaps his best-known
book is Forts of the West, published by the University of Oklahoma
Press. His book Over the Chihuahua and Santa Fe Trails, 1847-1848
was the first book released in the series jointly published by the
Historical Society of New Mexico and the University of New Mexico Press.
The next annual conference of the Historical Society will be held
in Albuquerque on April 22-24, 1993. Conference headquarters will be
at the historic La Posada Hotel.

The Custer
Reader
Edited by Paul Andrew Hutton
Here is George Armstrong Custer as
seen by himself, his contemporaries, and leading scholars. Combining
first-person narratives, scholarly
articles, photographic essays - as well as
original selections by Robert M. Utley,
Brian Dippie, Gregory J. W. Urwin, and
Eric von Schmidt - The Custer Reader
contains four sections: Custer's Civil
War years; Custer's role in the Indian
Wars up until his last battle; the
Battle of the Little Big Horn; the
evolution of the Custer myth.
Available May. $40.00
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By Force of Anus
The Journals of don Diego de Vargas, New Mexico, 1691-93
Edited by John L. Kessell and Rick Hendricks
Cloth: 0-8263-1357-4 $32.50

Letters from the New W orId
Selected Correspondence of don Diego de Vargas to His Family
1675-1706
Edited by John L. Kessell, Rick Hendricks,
and Meredith D. Dodge
Paper: 0-8263-1354-X $17.95

Schoolwomen of the

Mythic World

Prairies and Plains

of the Zuni

Personal Narratives from
Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska
1860s to 1920s
Mary Hurlbut Cordier

As Written by Frank Hamilton
Cushing
Edited and Illustrated
by Barton Wright

Cloth: 0-8263-1384-1 $32.50

Paper: 0-8263-1387-6 $16.95

Taos
A Memory
Miriam Hapgood DeWitt
Cloth: 0-8263-1385-X $16.95

A History of the Jews in

New Mexico
Henry J. Tobias

Bronson M. Cutting
Progressive Politician
Richard Lowitt
Cloth: 0-8263-1347-7 $50.00

Paper: 0-8263-1390-6 $17.95
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At bookstores, or call (505) 277-4810 FAX 1-800-622-8667

